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The next issue of Cranes & Access scheduled for late March will feature a Vertikal Days 2020 
preview, reviews of the Conexpo show in Las Vegas and the ARA show in Orlando Florida, 

Telescopic crawler cranes and Mastclimbers and hoists. If you have any contributions or 
suggestions to make or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact our editorial or 

sales teams.
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A compact Merlo Panoramic 27.6 
telehandler is used to carry building 
materials including ready mixed 
concrete from a drop off point in  
the street, through a tight entrance 
into the courtyard of an old  
building undergoing renovation  
in Beaune, France.
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For users & buyers of lifting equipment

A massive impact

Just how big an impact will climate change have on the lifting sector? In 

a word - massive - and that is probably a ‘massive’ understatement.

Not many will remember the introduction of the first emission rules and 

regulations for cars -  the 1970s in California and Euro 1 in Europe in 

1992 - however as standards tightened with each subsequent level of 

legislation up to the current Euro 6d and Stage V for non-road mobile 

machinery, engine and equipment manufacturers have had to constantly 

redevelop their products to accommodate the changes. 

We now know, however, that exhaust emissions from diesel engines - however small - are not only a 

major contributor to environmental pollution, but also the cause of major health problems. 

Programmes such as Sir David Attenborough’s The Blue Planet and efforts by Swedish environmental 

activist Greta Thunberg and Extinction Rebellion have highlighted the issue and increased pressure 

on governments around the world, transforming the public’s attitude towards the subject. The UK for 

example, has just brought its ban on the sales of petrol, diesel and hybrid cars forward five years to 2035.

With their products due to become unsaleable, engine manufacturers are having to switch development 

programmes to alternatives. We are already seeing changes in the aerial lift and telehandler market as 

manufacturers move towards all electric machines, mostly using lithium-ion batteries. Our feature on 

page 53 outlines some of the latest battery technology and products.

But are lithium-ion batteries the long-term answer? Probably not, given the environmental cost of 

manufacture and problems with recycling. A substantial increase in development work on new 

technologies is now essential.

But the problem of climate change will not be solved by 2050 or whatever target date governments 

choose as their carbon zero deadline. We already have climate change which can be seen with the 

more extreme weather resulting in more manmade ‘natural’ disasters such as the bush fires in Australia. 

Extreme winds and storms are also increasing in frequency and power, resulting in a higher incidence of 

crane collapses and longer periods of crane and lift inactivity on job sites. These extremes are only likely 

to get worse in the years ahead as we try to tackle the issue. 

With all this in mind, perhaps crane and work platform designs and standards need to be reviewed to 

take into account the more frequent cases of extreme weather, for example by designing products to 

cope with higher out of service windspeeds or the ability to work safely in higher wind speeds. 

To anyone who thinks that just swopping from diesel to battery power is the solution…..think again!

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone  

stating if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net
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