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The spider lift is a true marvel of engineering, the

product range is diverse and highly developed
and financially provides an excellent return on

investment with strong growth potential. But it is
still relatively unknown by most end users.
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promote the 
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up the more important recent 
events in the sector.
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again. Manufacturers 
are also fuelling this interest by 

adding new models. We take a look 
at the latest introductions as well 
as a few interesting applications.
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Accident or incident?
According to my copy of the Concise
Oxford English Dictionary an accident is
‘an unfortunate incident that happens
unexpectedly and unintentionally or
something that might happen by chance
or without apparent cause’. However
due to the increasing ‘blame culture’ in

many countries, people are now realising that almost all accidents
happen because of something someone did or did not do i.e. the 
risk was ‘reasonable’ and ‘foreseeable’ which makes someone 
liable in law.

Thinking about the common ‘accidents’ we may encounter - car
accidents (mainly caused by speeding, drink/drugs, weather 
conditions, brake/tyre defects etc) falls from height (incorrectly set
up or inappropriate equipment, no safety harness etc) and cranes
tipping over (incorrectly set outriggers, poor ground conditions,
wrong counterweight, overloading etc..) - we realise that almost all
should be called incidents as the risk was ‘reasonable’ and 
‘foreseeable’. (See the excellent letter sent in by Mike Ponsonby 
on page 69.) 

But how far should we take this because everything we do - from
the time we get out of bed (Fact: 400,000 people in the USA suffer
injuries relaxing or sleeping in bed!) in the morning - has some form
of risk. 

The European material handling federation - FEM - recently 
published advice which virtually bans lifting people with cranes for
entertainment purposes adding to similar long-term HSE advice on
the subject. If there is a risk crossing the road, then of course there
is a risk to say bungee jumping from a crane boom, (but is that the
risk related to the crane or jumping?) And what about a sedate 
garden at the Chelsea Flower show – how risky is that?

Diarmuid Gavin’s Sky Garden attracted a lot of media interest for
winning a gold medal and being a novel idea, but also for its risk 
element - lifting people with a crane for ‘entertainment’ purposes. 

The HSE was alerted by safety professionals before the show
opened, it delegated the decision to the local council which has no
specialist inspectors and virtually dodged the issue. It also appears
that the designer was made aware that lifting people would conflict
with HSE and FEM policies. Had more forethought been applied it
might have been possible to have found an alternative lifting
method?

But is this being a killjoy or jobsworth? Was the risk ‘reasonable’?
Would you have gone up to see the view from the ‘Avatar-inspired’
garden? Certainly the law should not be interpreted differently just
because it is high profile – the risk was foreseeable, but so is 
everything.

I just wonder if something had happened, would we have called it
an accident or incident….???

Mark Darwin
Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor, 
stating if we may publish them or not.
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