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 SYNOPSIS + CREDITS 

„Why do we have a constant feeling that we miss something?“  
 
Things that somebody lacks and others find them redundant are very often no advantage 
over the others. On the contrary, they can point out what people, who are “advantaged”, 
lack. 
 
Shifting your weight from one leg to the other is the basic condition of motion in space. 
How much weight can be absent, so that the motion is still possible? The performance 
about losses that can be beneficial was created for the VerTeDance ensemble by Jaro 
Viňarský, the winner of the American dance prize Bessie 2013.   
 
Five charismatic dancers find themselves in a world that is defined by an emotionally 
reserved sound track, and by a distinctive light scenery. Every dancer looks here for his 
or her space, finds it, explores it, names it physically and delimits it. It is the very same 
space, in which they find themselves with the power unequally distributed. How do we 
know, who is really powerful? Does the inner or external handicap weaken or strengthen 
one´s position? The choreographer JaroViňarský composes the performance from the 
original fragments created by his performers. The piece was created by asking questions 
and fixating the thematically defined improvisations, by sorting them out and lining 
them up, smashing them and joining them back together with a new content. This 
method transfers the weight of the emotional and physical testimony from the authors 
and performers to the performance as a whole. 
 
Concept, choreography: Jaro Viňarský 
Creation and dance: Tereza Ondrová, Markéta Stránská, Jaroslav Ondruš, Marek 
Menšík, Jan Bárta 
Dramaturgy: Jano Zaťko 
Set and Costumes: Adriana Černá 
Light design: Tomáš Morávek 
Music: Tomáš Procházka 
Production: Sára Ondrová 
Produced by: VerTeDance, danceWATCH – Karolína Hejnová 

Supported by: MKČR, MHMP, Divadlo Archa, ALT@RT 

Running time: 55 min 
First Night: November 1, Archa Theatre, Prague 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 REVIEWS AND MARKETING INFO: 
 
„Even though the dancers are striking as individuals, they are most impressive as a pack. 
(…) I perceive Absent as something extraordinary. It is a fragile experience; the 
spectators grope in the dark but still feel that they are being guided. For me personally it 
is a surprising account of the fact that one can create arts based only on intuition and 
trust in the energy of the group and in the own rationally ungraspable inner view.” 
 

Markéta Faustová, Taneční zóna 
 

„The perfection of the tension and the detailed dance expression of Tereza Ondrová 
surprises yet again, just as the dynamics of Jaroslav Ondruš. The dance performance of 
Marek Menšík is strongly appealing; his dance creations don´t lack quite tastefully 
placed physical humour and nostalgia. The melancholic performance of Markéta 
Stránská is more than just a well-mastered dance part – it is a real demonstration of 
determination and futility. The choreographer interestingly used her handicap in the 
very well done intertwining in the group scenes. (…)”           
 

Zuzana Smugalová, Opera Plus 
 
 
TARGET AUDIENCE 
 
MALE / FEMALE 15+ 
No language barrier 
 
 

 ABOUT THE AUTHORS 

VerTeDance 
 
The dance company VerTeDance was founded in 2004 by the trio Veronika Knytlová and 
Tereza Ondrová, dancers and choreographers, and Pavel Kotlík, a light designer. Over 10 
years of their existence, VerTeDance have created almost twenty projects, having mated 
with uncountable outstanding personalities of the Czech and international dance scene. 
The company has to its credit a number of important rewards, among them The Dancer 
of the Year 2010, The Best Light Design Award (2012 and 2014) and The Theatre 
Journal Award (2012 and 2014). 
VerTeDance are the only Czech company to have gained the most prestigious Czech 
award in the field, The Dance Piece of The Year, as many as three times: for Silent Talk in 
2005, for What is the Weight of Your Desire in 2012 and for CORRECTION in 2014. 



 
 

In 2015 VerTeDance was awarded BE Audience 
Award 2015 and Mess Festival Award 2015 at 
BE festival in Birmingham and also the 
prestigious Herald Angel Award 2015 at 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival – all of these for 
CORRECTION. 
 
Jaro Viňarský 
 
Jaro Viňarský was born in 1978 in Slovakia. He 
studied Choreography of Ballet at the Academy 
of Performing Arts in Bratislava, Slovakia and 
Choreography at the Academy of Performing 
Arts in Prague, Czech Republic. Since 1998 he 
has collaborated as a dancer and performer, as 
well as choreographer with various artists from 
Slovakia and from abroad (e.g. making a dance 
movie) as well as with the Grotowski Institute in 
Poland. He also gives dance workshops, mainly 
to non-professional dancers. Jaro received 
several awards including the 2nd award of the 
Jarmila Jeřábková Award in Prague in 2001 and 2003 for “Sorton” and “Tea Never 
Brewed”, respectively. In 2006 he received The Audience Award at the Czech Dance 
Platform and the Award of Sazka for “Discovery in Dance”, both for his work “The Last 
Step Before”. In 2011Jaro founded a non-profit organization SKOK! working for the 
development of contemporary dance and physical theatre in Slovakia. The themes of the 
workshops that he did in collaboration with other artists included group work, 
partnering, dance and space, dance and its dynamics, form and content in movement, 
dance and circus in performance, Alexander and Feldenkrais technique, movement and 
voice, Merce Cunningham – composition techniques, improvisation and composition, 
light design in dance performances.  
 
Since 2004 he is closely collaborating with the Belgian choreographer KarinePonties / 
Dame De Pic cie. (Mi Non Sabir, Holeulone, Humus Vertebra and Havran). 
 
Actual two pieces of Jaro Viňarský as choreographer and dancer are ANIMALINSIDE 
(2012-13) and XIRA (2013-15). In 2010 began his also present collaboration with 
PavelZuštiak (Palissimo company, NYC) on the THE PAINTED BIRD / BASTARD (2010, 
as a first solo part of the trilogy) and ENDANGERED PIECES (2013).  
 
Jaro’s work was already presented at festivals in Slovakia, Czech republic, Russia, 
Croatia, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Bulgaria, Denmark, France and USA.  
 
In 2013 Jaro received  The Bessies, The New York Dance and Performance Awards 
in category Outstanding Performance in Pavel Zustiak Palissimo’s Bastard at La 
MaMaMoves! Dance Festival.  
"A coiled bolt of energy capable of captivating stillness and explosive physicality, he made 
every moment harrowing, sharp and urgent." 
 


