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Contemporary themes in the light of contemporary art. Signal Festival 

introduces the work of renowned artists from the Czech Republic and 

abroad.  

Since its conception, Signal Festival has become an integral part of the Czech cultural 

environment. It significantly contributes by presenting contemporary domestic and foreign 

artists in public space. Thus, it is not just a mere “spectacle”; light design or audiovisual 

installations serve as an artistic response to current social and environmental issues. The 

seventh edition of the show of digital and creative culture will take place from 10th to 13th 

October in Prague. Among the interesting and respected personalities of the contemporary 

art scene, the general public will be introduced for example to studio fuse* from Italy, music 

and art collective Giegling from Germany, designer and robotist Parker Heyl from the USA, 

and scientist and artist Memo Akten from Turkey. The Czech Republic is represented, among 

others, by sculptor and visual artist Pavel Korbička, designer and artist Klára Horáčková and 

Czech-Argentinian artist Federico Díaz, this time working together with other artists under 

the auspices of the Big Light initiative. 

A project called Big Light I'm Leaving the Body will take visitors to the Baroque complex of 

Invalidovna, as well as to the past. It reveals a series of artefacts stored for centuries under 

the surface of the yard and in the local military archive. Monumental sculptural depiction of a 

six-fingered hand, on which the inscription "Lumen Magnum" was uncovered, is particularly 

not to be missed. In Latin, it is the name of the Big Light global initiative, which also has a six-

fingered hand in its sign. It was this initiative that invited several artists to help the public 

understand the new discovery. Archaeological findings and their significance are explored by 

Federico Díaz, Dmitry Nikitin, Jan Hladil, Petr Pufler, Jonáš Rosůlek, Alan Tois, JM Ledgard 

and Rafani art group. 

Opposite direction to the underground, i.e. to the heights, is headed an installation by Czech 

sculptor and visual artist Pavel Korbička. The senior lecturer from the Faculty of Fine Arts of 

the Brno University of Technology connected three Karlín factory chimneys with his project 

Boží mlýny (God’s Mills). The kinetic, site-specific installation creates a space-time triangle 

with peaks in the Corso Court area, in the courtyard of Karlínské Náměstí 4 and in the industrial 



 
 

area at Pernerova 55. Three light arms in national colours, come out from the chimneys, each 

rotating in a different speed. They copy the movement of the second, minute or hour hand. 

Is it possible to "mix" science and spirituality? Istanbul artist Memo Akten has no doubt that 

it is, as he is also a scientist and a passionate mathematician. He finds artistic inspiration in 

natural and mathematical phenomena, similarly to Steve Reich, the founder of music 

minimalism or John Whitney, an absolute film representative. He has exhibited at prestigious 

institutions such as the Victoria & Albert Museum, the Barbican Center and the Grand Palais. 

He will place an installation called Simple Harmonic Motion in The Czech Museum of Music. In 

this installation, two seemingly distant worlds of rationality and spirituality blend together. 

Italian studio fuse* also works on the border of art and science and it will transform the space 

of the Klementinum Mirror Chapel. The audio-visual installation Multiverse .pan is based on 

the ideas of theoretical physicist Lee Smolin and draws viewers into the endless cycle of ending 

and emerging of parallel universes. Using vertical projection and reflection from two large 

mirrors, he achieves a sense of human transience and cosmic infinity at the same time. Czech 

artist and designer Klára Horáčková is also trying to evoke an impression in the observer of 

being a part of something that exceeds him. For the duration of the Signal Festival, the 

Ministry of Transport will lend its atrium to her kinetic installation Ghost in the Machine. The 

massive revolving cylinders, covered with mirrored surfaces, seem as if they are inexorably 

rolling on viewers. The urgency of the installation is further enhanced by projections of 

records from demonstrations, singing and other noise, reflected in the rotating mirrors. 

Similar tension in the modern world serves as a basis to another representative of the foreign 

art scene. American designer, robotist and interactive architecture educator Parker Heyl 

teaches at one of the most prestigious schools of architecture, The Bartlett in London. He 

brings the project Jacob’s Wall to Prague. In Kaizlovy Sady, he paradoxically warns against 

unlimited belief in software capabilities, using modern digital technology. According to the 

author, the keyboard, mouse, and touch screen side-track physical work and manual 

knowledge, which used to be common in the past. 

The importance of craft was emphasized by one of the most famous art schools of modern 

times - Bauhaus. This year's program of Signal festival commemorates hundred years since 

the emergence of this artistic approach, which has affected architecture, design and art. It 

reached out to the renowned electronic music label and a creative studio Giegling, whose 

members met during their studies at the famous Weimar School. Their project 10^100 refers 

to artists associated with Bauhaus: the painters Kandinsky and Mondrian and the architect 

Mies van der Rohe. Giegling will transform Nosticova Zahrada into an experimental 

playground and sculpture park. 



 
 

In total, Signal Festival 2019 will offer 18 installations - 9 from Czech and 9 from foreign 

authors. Visitors can go see them at Malá Strana, Old Town and Karlin. This year's festival will 

include a site-specific installation by Jakub Pešek, which will occupy 180,000 m3 above the 

surface of Vltava River, or a mysterious light object by the world-renowned architect Eva 

Jiřičná. Studios SKILZ (Ukraine), Nohlab (Turkey) and ILLO (Italy) will use the popular video 

mapping to lighten up the facades of Prague buildings. The common theme of the seventh 

year is revolution in the sense of finding new possibilities, solutions and challenges. In this 

sense, it also corresponds to the creative principle of the Signal Festival. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About Signal Festival 
Signal Festival, a festival of digital and creative culture, is the largest cultural event in the Czech 
Republic, attracting over 2.5 million viewers to Prague's backdrop in its six years of existence, thanks 
to its unique combination of art, urban space and modern technology. The festival uniquely combines 
visually attractive works with challenging installations of international quality. Its concept thus 
addresses both general and professional public. Thanks to the support of new artworks, Signal Festival 
is also an internationally respected platform and a popular place for getting know the newest projects 
in the field. The financing of the festival consists of grant programs' support, mainly the Municipality 
of the capital city Prague, the Ministry of Culture and participating districts, as well as partnerships 
with commercial entities and proceeds from secondary activities of the festival. Over the past six years, 
the Signal Festival has become an important driver of cultural events in the Czech Republic. Of the total 
of 140 installations, 80 were created specifically to fit Signal Festival, 49 of which by Czech artists. Thus, 
Signal Festival is one of the most significant producers of new art in the country. In previous years, 
people had a chance to admire the art of authors from over 22 countries around the world, which is 
why it is rightfully considered an international festival. 
 
The 7th year of Signal Festival will take place from 10th to 13th October 2019. 
More information at www.signalfestival.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/SignalFestival 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/signalfestival/ 
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Signal Calling partner: PrusaLab 
Official hotel: Meetme23 
Official beer: Staropramen 
Official carrier: Dopravní podnik hlavního města Prahy 
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