
“MAGNA is there where we are most needed. In 2016, there 
were more than 1,500 staff and volunteers working in the field 
to save children’s lives at the scene of major humanitarian 
catastrophes such as in Syria, South Sudan and the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.” 
Martin Bandžák, Director and Cofounder of MAGNA

We treat children in need, no matter where they live. Our medical teams 
help more than 100,000 patients each year. MAGNA hospitals are providing 
children with both basic health care and specialised treatment. We are saving 
children’s lives. Thanks to you.

MAGNA emerged as a humanitarian organisation when we responded 
pragmatically and passionately to the 2002 HIV/AIDS pandemic in Cambodia. 
We were one of the first to start administering life-saving ARV treatment to 
paediatric patients infected with the HIV/AIDS virus. Since then, MAGNA has 
established medical missions dedicated to saving children’s lives and alleviate the 
suffering of those in need.
— We are there where needed.
— MAGNA is an independent, apolitical humanitarian organisation.
— We at MAGNA work efficiently, flexibly, and care about results.
Conflicts and an unstable political situation have a devastating effect on ordinary 
people, especially children. They encounter violence, are forced to flee their homes 
and face epidemics, starvation and psychological trauma.  And they lack access to 
basic medical care.

OUR TEAMS PROVIDE:
Medical assistance: Consultation with a physician • Health care in hospitals • 
Nutritional care • Vaccinations • Surgery • Maternal health and care for newborns • 
Therapeutic treatment
Material aid: Drugs and medicines • Medical equipment and material • Food • 
Shelter • Construction of healthcare facilities
CAMPAIGNS
Keeping the public informed is an essential part of our work and mission. Through 
the media and in campaigns, MAGNA focuses attention on neglected, yet acute 
issues and their direct impact on the people we are aiding. 
Doctors are Dead 
In Bratislava, MAGNA unveiled 400 blood-stained medical gowns to draw public 
attention to physicians in Syria that have been attacked. The campaign was 
backed by more than 1,600 donors and received a significant response from the 
media and society.
Best Food in the World 
Guests at Medusa Group restaurants had the opportunity to sample “the best 
food in the world”, therapeutic food that malnourished children receive, and 
simultaneously to provide an immediate contribution to aid them. Almost 2,000 
people donated to the campaign during the week.
Help Aleppo 
MAGNA brought close to home what people caught in an impossible situation 
are witnessing in war-torn Syria. The aim was to show what was happening in 
occupied areas, communicate how MAGNA is providing aid there and invite the 
general public to help the people of Syria. The drive lasted two weeks and more 
than 11,000 people donated.
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MAGNA continued in 2016 to 
respond to the urgent needs 
of people infected with HIV/
AIDS and of children suffering 
from malnutrition, and is one 
of the Ministry of Health‘s main 
partners in the battle against 
HIV/AIDS.

 Five therapeutic nutrition 
centres in Kampong 
Chhnang Province

 Psychosocial and medical 
assistance provided to 1,700 
children living with HIV/AIDS

 Comprehensive health, 
social and institutional care 
provided to 45 orphans with 
HIV/AIDS

BALKAN ROUTE REFUGEE CRISIS

MAGNA was a major healthcare provider during 2016 and an official 
partner of Croatia in providing health care at refugee camps in Opatovac 
and Slavonski Brod.

 35,000 patients treated
 Clothes, powdered milk, tents and blankets distributed
 150 medical workers in the field

SYRIA

In 2016, MAGNA supported seven 
health facilities in regions controlled 
by Syrian opposition forces. Medical 
networks in Syria were sustained 
remotely, while we provided support 
for the establishment of healthcare 
facilities in areas most affected 
by the war. This programme was 
directed from neighbouring Turkey 
and Lebanon, where medicines and 
medical supplies were distributed, 
while healthcare workers in Syria 
were educated by us in distance 
training as we provided technical 
advice and financial support to cover 
operating costs.

 Seven MAGNA-supported hospitals
 74,034 outpatient consultants
 4,588 surgical procedures and 

trauma cases treated

STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
MAGNA‘s mission depends on the commitment, dedication, and the 
accomplishing of difficult and demanding work by the people involved directly on 
the ground in its projects. They do their jobs under tough conditions in countries 
suffering from extreme poverty, war and post-war trauma, HIV/AIDS, malnutrition 
or the consequences of natural disasters. The missions and projects they do in 
each country usually last 9 –12 months. Costs they incur in their work are covered 
and they receive a monthly stipend linked to their previous fieldwork experience 
and the scope of their project responsibilities. 
Management Board: Martin Bandžák (Chairman) • Denisa Augustínová • Andrea 
Lafosse
Supervisory Board: Júlia Horáková, MD • Jozef Barta • Juraj Vaculík
Executive Director: Martin Bandžák
Staff and Volunteers – Slovakia Office: Barbara Langsfeldová • Michaela Huorková 
• Mária Chudíková • Andrea Lafosse • Cristina Masso • Denisa Augustínová • 
Michaela Benedigová • Hana Capayová • Milena Boráková • Jan Hurta • Monika 
Šulíková
Missions Worldwide
In 2016, MAGNA had more than 1,500 staff and volunteers working in the field.

FUNDING
Where does your money go?
MAGNA is responding to the global humanitarian crisis through effective use of its 
resources. As a MAGNA donor, you contribute toward providing medical assistance 
to children and their family members who urgently need it. More than 95.4 % 
of your donations in 2016 went toward programs directly helping the victims of 
humanitarian crises. 
How do we do it?
MAGNA provides aid directly, building our own teams and not using anyone else’s. 
MAGNA teams provide medical care, organise training for health-care staff even 
in communities and respond both to the need for immediate assistance and in 
long-term humanitarian crises. MAGNA puts the money you donate directly in its 
own projects.
Who finances MAGNA?
MAGNA is funded in Slovakia from private donors, although some humanitarian 
projects are financed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic and 
the United Nations. In 2016, 38.4 % of MAGNA’s total income came from private 
donors.
MAGNA’s operations and activities in 2016
MAGNA received a total €437,000 from private donors in 2016, of which 
€373,000 came from regular donors outside of public drives. Its donor base 
rose 5.5% over 2015. Increased donations to MAGNA came from donors among 
firms, corporations, charitable foundations and endowments. Significant donor 
groups are the UN’s international organisations, governments and government 
institutions, which comprised 47 % of total donors in 2016. In addition to 
traditional cooperation with UNICEF in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and South Sudan, projects supported by the European Volunteer Centre have 
been launched. There has also been a start-up of projects in Syria, South Sudan 
and Lebanon funded by Slovakaid. Projects in Syria and South Sudan have been 
likewise implemented through partner organisations such as MAGNA Czech 
Republic and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic.
Where is the money flowing? 
More than 95.4 % of MAGNA’s resources were used in 2016 for humanitarian 
and medical assistance, to develop volunteer work and to promote MAGNA pro-
grammes implemented from its central office in Bratislava. Costs for donor devel-
opment and normal operations amounted to € 73,128 in 2016. 4.6 % of total costs 
in 2016 were to run the organisation and for donor development, of which donor 
development was 3.0 % of costs and office operation costs were 1.6 % of the total.
Thanks to the generosity of supporters, also from Slovakia, MAGNA was able to 
directly provide assistance to hundreds of thousands of children and their families 
in 2016. MAGNA spent € 1.410 million in 2016 to support projects in Syria, 
Cambodia, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and South Sudan, and also to 
provide aid to victims of refugee crises. Currently, MAGNA is continuing to support 
projects and in 2017 has expanded its activities to Iraq.
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Detailed information about MAGNA’s financial management in 2016 can be found  
in its 2016 Financial Report.
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO

MAGNA has long been contributing 
toward reducing cases of disease and 
of maternal and infant mortality in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. In 
2016, 839 MAGNA workers were staffing 
selected health facilities in Kinshasa, 
providing health care and psychosocial 
support to victims of sexual violence and 
treating acute childhood malnutrition.

 23,640 infants, children, pregnant 
women and nursing mothers treated 
in six health zones located within 
Kinshasa

 Regular health care provided to 22,614 
children and 12,678 pregnant women

 Medical assistance given to 1,500 
victims of sexual violence in eight 
supported clinics in Kinshasa

LEBANON

In 2016, MAGNA opened a mission 
in northern Lebanon to provide 
urgent medical assistance to refugees 
fleeing from Syria and to the local 
Lebanese population living in poverty, 
primarily to treat chronic diseases 
such as diabetes, hypertension and 
asthma, where war had interrupted 
regular treatment. Professional care 
and supervision is being provided to 
mothers who had while pregnant no 
access thereto.

 40,000 people near Baalbek 
receiving primary health care and 
assistance

 Mobile healthcare provided at 
eight refugee camps around 
Baalbek for Syrian refugees

 Fully operating health centres in 
the city of Baalbek itself
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In 2016, MAGNA continued to respond 
to the urgent health needs of people 
stricken by violence, while maintaining 
the country’s health care programme.  
Despite the ugly security situation, 
MAGNA is helping those now most in 
need of aid.

 More than 60,000 internally displaced 
people vaccinated against measles, 
polio, cholera, and other life-
threatening diseases illnesses at the 
Juba camp

 Medicines and technical support 
supplied at six Duk-Jonglei regional 
health centres

 Malaria, pneumonia and intestinal 
diseases treated by 90 staff members 
at work in remote Duk and Jonglei 
communities

 Acutely malnourished children in the 
Duk-Jonglei region receiving treatment


