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Air travel chaos in Europe: 
Rail can help 

Brussels, 7th July 2022: Passengers wishing to take off from European airports are 
currently experiencing massive disruptions. These are caused by a toxic mix of 
price hikes, long delays and large-scale flight cancellations. The summer holidays 
of many people are severely impaired. 

This demonstrates that the aviation sector is unable to cope with the sudden return 
of demand. It is affected by airport and airline staffing issues, mainly due to the 
layoffs at the peak of the pandemic. Now, passengers are feeling the brunt of this. 

It is time to end competition between rail and air, and for the aviation sector to 
transfer their short-haul flights to the train. Rail is a stress-free and eco-friendly 
way to travel around Europe. Passenger rail has room to grow to satisfy the higher 
demand. And it can grow even quicker - if EU and national stakeholders provide 
additional immediate support to railway operators for setting up new services. 

Indeed, rail travel is an efficient and attractive alternative, thanks to better 
resilience to weather (fog, snow, etc.), faster city centre to city centre connections, 
the absence of frustrating security checks that can add many hours to an air 
journey, and more comfort onboard (e.g. more leg room, luggage flexibility and 
sleeper coaches on night trains). Above all, rail travel is one of the cleanest 
transport mode in terms of emissions. 

Against this backdrop, many rail operators are willing to pitch in and help travellers 
reach their holiday destinations across Europe. However, they are being hindered 
by very high initial costs when setting up new services, as well as ever increasing 
energy prices. 

Therefore, if EU and national stakeholders really have the well-being of EU travellers 
and the mitigation of carbon emissions at heart, then they must address the 
abovementioned issues, by means of: 

• Supporting new services through the critical start-up period with a grant 
covering 25% of the operational costs for the initial two years. 

• Supporting railway operators financially if energy prices continue to rise. 
ALLRAIL President Dr Erich Forster says: "Rail transport has the capacity to save the 
day and make up for the failure of aviation. European stakeholders must, on the 
one hand, help railway operators reduce the barriers to scaling up their operations 
and, on the other hand, tone down their support for the aviation sector that has 
massively let down EU citizens". 


