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The "Connecting Europe Days" event of 2022 - 
It is not possible to have a seamless European Rail Area 
if you still need a separate agreement in each country  

 

LYON, France, June 28th, 2022: the “Connecting Europe Days”1, Europe’s flagship 
event to promote a single transport network, will begin today in Lyon. 

But the facts tell a different story: If we want a seamless European rail network, why 
is it still necessary for passenger rail operators to find a partner each time they 
cross an internal EU border? This undermines the point of a Single Rail Area. 

By contrast: in other less sustainable transport modes (such as airlines), carriers 
have been able to cross internal EU borders for many years already - on their own. 

However, in passenger rail this is still not the case. Often, new operators have no 
choice but to work together with the state incumbent in the neighbouring country. 

Take Belgium as the worst example: it is still not possible to operate a passenger 
train to its capital Brussels – the home of most EU institutions - without being forced 
to co-operate with state incumbent SNCB/NMBS - on unfavourable terms. 

Consequently, in June 2022, there is still not one single privately owned passenger 
rail operator that offer services to and from Belgium. This is surely no coincidence.  

Instead, it must be a priority to ensure that independent operators can cross 
borders on their own and eliminate the dependency on state-owned incumbents. 
Europe should enable seamless rail services. For example, by ensuring that:  

➢ Locomotive rental is possible on Fair, Reasonable & Non-Discriminatory 
(‘FRAND’) terms – until the signalling and voltage systems are harmonised.  

➢ Access to Facilities (e.g. maintenance & energy) available on a FRAND basis.  
➢ If something in a country is monopolised, then it is controlled by a neutral entity, 

such as the infrastructure manager. The Test Case should be Belgium. 

ALLRAIL President Erich Forster says: “The EU Commission has already conducted at 
least two analyses into this matter but with little effect on the market so far. Now 
we need a Plan of Action.” 

ALLRAIL Secretary General Nick Brooks adds: “Why does the EU Agency for Railways 
(ERA) reduce national rules and aim for a technically seamless Single European 
Rail Area if politically the framework conditions remain unchanged?” 

 
1 https://transport.ec.europa.eu/connectingeuropedays_en  
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