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Getting The Grain Out Of Ukraine 
Ukraine is known as the “breadbasket of Europe” and is one of the top grain exporters, 
crucial to providing nourishment & preventing famine in many other parts of the world. 
 

Due to the unprovoked invasion by Russia, there are currently 20 million tonnes of 
grain languishing in Ukrainian storage facilities. It needs to urgently get out to the 
world market, in order to increase the supply that will then lead to price reductions.  
 

The railway/railroad must now take on an essential role in bringing Ukrainian 
agricultural goods via neighbouring EU countries to Europe and the rest of the world. 
 

The problem is caused by mines in the Black Sea and Russian occupation and the 
blockade of Ukrainian harbours: 
 

➢ Shipping lanes are unusable, restricting trade with NATO partners & other countries.  
 

At the same time, exporting agricultural commodities out of Ukraine is just one part of the 
puzzle.  It is also necessary for farmers receive fertilizer for the next year’s crops. 
 

Support Ukraine Rail Task Force Chair Jolene Molitoris states: “With Ukrainian ports out of 
commission, once again we see the crucial role of the rail sector, both for Ukrainian 
society and the global economy. The Support Ukraine Task Force calls on the 
multinational rail community beginning with Europe and America to launch what may be 
the largest mobilisation project since the Second World War to move massive amounts 
of grain in a westerly direction.” . 
 

Co-Chair Nick Brooks says: “last week, the EU Commission announced a new initiative with 
measures to facilitate the export of Ukrainian agricultural products, entitled “Solidarity 
Lanes 1 ”. It seems to be a non-discriminatory way for all market operators to play a role. 
This can be a great first step in the mobilisation of rail.” . 
 

The Support Ukraine Rail Task Force urges all rail market players both in Europe & around 
the world to participate in the EU Commission’s new “Solidarity Lanes” initiative. 
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1 = Click on this link for more details: Solidarity Lanes to help Ukraine export agricultural goods (europa.eu) 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3002
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