
 

PRESS RELEASE  
 

German Federal Cartel Office comes to the preliminary 
conclusion that certain practices and contractual 

clauses of state-owned rail incumbent Deutsche Bahn 
(DB) constitute an abuse of market power 

- this is extremely relevant for the rest of Europe 
BRUSSELS, April 20th 2022:  the German Federal Cartel Office today issued a press 
release1 calling for fair competition in digital mobility services - and how it has 
issued a warning to incumbent DB for possible obstruction of mobility platforms. 

It has "come to the preliminary conclusion that certain practices and contractual 
clauses of DB vis-à-vis mobility platforms constitute an abuse of market power".  

Mobility platforms offer innovative digital solutions for integrated route planning 
and ticket purchase, to help end the fragmentation of EU passenger rail.  

Today's conclusion proves to ALLRAIL that, in addition to limiting modal shift to rail, 
such anti-competitive behaviour by dominant gatekeepers also undermines multi-
modal solutions that have the potential to considerably reduce private car use. 

In order to reduce the high carbon emissions from transport, Europe could become a 
real trend setter - by enabling door-to-door multi-modal digital platforms that allow 
citizens to both plan and book journeys between any two addresses in the EU. 

That means: comparing and combining different operators in an impartial manner and 
having sustainable ground transport modes (such as passenger rail) forming the 
backbone of long distance journeys. This will rival the attractiveness of the private car.  

Unfortunately, such online mobility platforms have been prevented from delivering 
against this objective so far. This is not because there is a lack of EU innovators willing 
to make it happen. On the contrary: the development in Germany today shows it is 
state-owned gatekeepers that are withholding data and commercial terms that would 
enable such pan-European solutions to flourish. 

ALLRAIL President Dr Erich Forster says: "There is clearly anti-competitive behaviour in 
data provision. Dominant gatekeepers already exist - and DB seems to be one of them. 
Now there is an urgent case for swift regulatory intervention to safeguard against 
market distortion through the provision, control and release of data." 
DB is the largest transport operator in the EU's largest Member State. The implications 
of today's announcement are huge. Europe must seize the moment and enable digital 
alternatives to the private car - both for national and cross-border public transport.   

 
1 https://www.bundeskartellamt.de/SharedDocs/Meldung/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2022/20_04_2022_Bahn.html  


