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New Year 2022 and 
New Global Opportunity for Passenger Rail 

BRUSSELS, January 4th, 2022: as we enter 2022, it is not just in Europe where we 
see the benefits of market opening in passenger rail. Other parts of the world 
are seeing the same. Wherever we look, private investment is growing the total 
rail sector and, by doing so, reducing harmful CO2 emissions. 

Faster rail market opening is the best solution to make transport cleaner. Take 
a look at Spain: two operators started competing with each other between 
Madrid and Barcelona in May 2021, and by August the total number of rail 
passengers on that route had grown by 17% versus August 2019 – the year 
before COVID(!)1. 
➢ Better service, lower fares and higher frequencies are winning passengers 

away from one of the busiest flight routes in Europe. 

Other parts of the world are seeing the benefits as well. For example: 
➢ In India, private players are being invited to run trains, “to give passengers 

an option of superior train services” and to achieve “faster development”2. 

➢ In the USA, a recent review of the first privately owned Intercity passenger 
operator, Brightline, says: “America finally has a perfect passenger service3!” 

➢ In Nigeria, the government is seeking to modernise the rail system by 
unbundling the state-owned corporation that is holding back progress4. 

➢ In China, the first privately funded high speed line has started trails5. 

We have also heard of similar considerations in Brazil, Australia & other places.  
ALLRAIL’s President Dr. Erich Forster summarises: “Now, in 2022, the policies and 
goals of our association ALLRAIL are applicable all across the world – and not 
just in Europe.  
➢ Faster Market Opening is genuinely “The Future of Passenger Rail” 6. 

 
1 https://twitter.com/ALLRAIL_EU/status/1448977693526081550 
2 https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-why-private-firms-are-being-invited-to-run-trains-in-
india-6531252/  
3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFZTVn0eTIs  
4 https://railbus.com.ng/index.php/home/powerful-interests-delay-reforms-of-nigerias-railways/  
5 https://www.railtech.com/infrastructure/2021/11/30/first-private-chinese-high-speed-line-starts-trials/  
6 https://www.allrail.eu/  
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