
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

COVID-19: Yes to financial aid for Eurostar  
but STOP the SCRAPPING !! 

LONDON / PARIS, 26th January 2021: At the end of last week, there were reports that 
the governments of the United Kingdom and France will provide COVID-19 financial 
aid to Eurostar, the only passenger rail operator between these two countries1. 

If Eurostar is to be helped financially, then two things are a sheer must:  

1. Rail traffic between the two countries is run on a commercially driven open 
access business model. If governments want to give COVID-19 financial aid, then 
ALL other open access rail operators in those countries must also be supported. 

2. There must be competitive remedies. Eurostar is 100% market dominant. 
Passenger rail through the Channel Tunnel could be far better served. Barriers to 
entry must be removed so newcomers can enter and achieve modal shift 

We estimate that long distance passenger rail traffic through the Channel Tunnel could 
be grown significantly - a real boost for the EU Green Deal - if only market entry barriers 
were not so high and there was competition on the tracks.  

However, rolling stock for use through the Channel Tunnel has specific safety 
requirements. It is not commonly available, and you need many years to build it new. 
But there is a solution: Eurostar has surplus rolling stock, especially 2nd hand 1990s trains 
that still have a potential operational life span of 10-15 years. 

But, while airlines often sell their 2nd hand aircraft to competitors, Eurostar silently 
sends its surplus trains to the scrap yard. For example, just two weeks ago on 10th 
January 2021, such a trainset “was moved to Sotteville (in France) for scrapping”2. 

This directly contradicts recent EU Year of Rail 2021 legislation, which identifies the lack 
of availability of rolling stock as a major problem in achieving modal shift to rail3. 

ALLRAIL Secretary General Nick Brooks asks: “how can there be scrapping going on - 
while at the same time asking for state support ?! If governments bail out Eurostar, this 
must be tied to it making 2nd hand rolling stock available to all privately owned new 
entrant operators at Fair, Reasonable & Non-Discriminatory Terms”. 

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/jan/21/eurostar-to-get-support-from-french-and-uk-governments-to-
ensure-future?utm_term=Autofeed&CMP=twt_gu&utm_medium&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1611256300  
2 See page 34 of the February 2021 edition of “Today’s Railways Europe” (out yesterday) 
3 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/PE-48-2020-INIT/en/pdf%20() 
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