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PRESS RELEASE 

 

Is Europe Facing the Re-Monopolisation 
of Passenger Rail?:  

BRUSSELS, 19th January 2021: at the end of last week, the EU Commission’s Transport 
Directorate published its Rail Market Monitoring Report (RMMS) Number 71. 

For passenger rail, the results are a climate disaster: just 7.8 % market share of all 
land-based passenger traffic. Meanwhile, the market share of truly independent, 
privately owned operators is only about 7 %. 

Why? Because nothing has ever really changed, even after decades of purported rail 
liberalisation. National incumbents have successfully lobbied to prevent the correct 
policies for opening; their dominance preserves a quasi-monopoly. This is a failure.  

Officially, new entrants into the market (aka “alternative operators”) have a 14 % share 
of the above 7.8 % but this is whitewashing: If one subtracts the foreign subsidiaries of 
state incumbents (Abellio, Arriva, Keolis, etc.), what remains is only about 7 % of 
passenger trains run by truly independent, privately owned operators. 

On 30th October 20202, EU Commission Executive Vice-President Margrethe Vestager 
said: “Competition in the rail passenger transport sector can drive prices down and 
service quality up to the benefit of consumers. It benefits the environment too as 
travellers shift to rail in line with the Green Deal objectives.” 

Thus, for the sake of the success of the EU Green Deal, much more private investment 
in the EU passenger rail sector is needed, which saves money for the taxpayer as well. 
It is the privately owned operators that cause ridership to grow. Indeed, it has been 
proven that they have done so in the past, at a much faster rate than the EU average – 
which is great for reaching climate goals. For example, after the new entrant operator 
NTV Italo entered the Italian high speed network, ridership doubled between 2011 and 
20183. In other words: 100 % growth!  

Without a fundamental change of the current structure of the passenger rail market, 
modal shift to rail will not happen and climate protection will go adrift. It seems that 
setting a quota is necessary as an initial spark for change.  

(Continued Overpage)  

 
1 https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/rail/market/market_monitoring_en  
2 https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2017  
3 https://www.railjournal.com/in_depth/italian-high-speed-success#.XMqIq2dFwDA.twitter 
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Therefore, ALLRAIL asks the EU to set a quota that, by 2030, 50 % of all passenger trains 
must be provided by privately owned operators.  

ALLRAIL President Dr Erich Forster states: ”Otherwise we face the real and serious threat 
of the re-monopolisation of European passenger rail. If this happens, then passenger 
rail will remain small and its contribution to the EU Green Deal will be a spectacular 
failure.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Links:  
• www.allrail.eu 
• Twitter  
• LinkedIn 
• YouTube channel 
• Podcast 
• Instagram 

 
 
About ALLRAIL 
ALLRAIL, the Alliance of Passenger Rail New Entrants in Europe, represents 
independent passenger rail companies – railway operators and ticket vendors. 
ALLRAIL promotes competition in the passenger rail market, aiming for an EU 
regulatory environment that encourages innovative & attractive rail services. Our 
members share the belief that faster market opening is the only way to help Europe 
achieve its ambitious climate change targets as set down in the EU Green Deal. 
ALLRAIL was established in May 2017, and is based in Brussels, Belgium. It is also a 
member of the Group of Representative Bodies in the EU rail sector. For more 
information please go to: www.allrail.eu  

For more information please contact:  
Nick Brooks, Secretary General  
Tel +32 485 832 991; Email info@allrail.eu 
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