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NETHERLANDS: Lack of reciprocity within EU Single Market 
The integrity of the European Union is at stake 

 

During the recent EU-China trade negotiations, senior European leaders such as Josep 
Borrell1 and Angela Merkel have called for reciprocity from China: “Beijing needs to take 
action to open up its market and treat foreign companies fairly” 2. They also complain that 
the government in Beijing distorts competition thanks to preferential treatment for state-
owned companies.  
The EU’s negotiation strategy is right. After all, experiences of the European Single 
Market - where every participant is treated equally - have been very beneficial. According 
to the EU Commission, the single market “stimulates competition and trade, improves 
efficiency, raises quality, and helps cut prices”3. 
However, one EU Member State is following the Chinese strategy: the Dutch 
government has awarded its state-owned rail incumbent Netherlands Railways (‘NS’) an 
extension to its current monopoly, giving NS the exclusive right to continue to offer main 
line national rail services from 2025 until 2035. That means: 95% of all domestic trains4 
and exclusive access to a commercial market worth €2.35 billion per year. 
By comparison, in Germany, there are several densely populated regions similar to in the  
Netherlands. The introduction of passenger rail competition in these places has been 
positive: quality improved, passenger numbers grew and subsidy decreased5. Nobody 
knows this better than NS itself, which entered the German market 12 years ago.  
So why is there a lack of reciprocity? Why does the Dutch government allow NS to expand 
elsewhere in Europe but protect it at home - for 15 more years from now?  
ALLRAIL Secretary General Nick Brooks says: “The EU rightly demands the opening of 
other global markets. The strength & justification of this demand, however, risks losing 
credibility if protectionism is not actively prevented within the European Single Market”. 
The integrity of the European Union is at stake. Protectionism and nationalism are 
obstacles for a strong and united Europe. 2025 should be the date for the introduction 
of reciprocity in the Netherlands, not the extension of a pointless monopoly. 
  

 
1 https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage_en/79355/Trust%20and%20reciprocity:%20the%20necessary%20ingredients%20for%20EU-China%20cooperation 
2 https://www.n-tv.de/politik/Merkel-fordert-offenere-Tuer-von-China-article21840145.html 
3 https://ec.europa.eu/growth/single-market_en 
4 NS´ current main rail network (“HRN”)concession is 85% of Dutch train market measured in train-km & 95% of market measured in 
passenger-km, according to Dutch Competition Authority ACM’s “Spoormonitor” (Rail Monitor) of 2018  
5 https://mofair.de/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Wettbewerber-Report-Eisenbahnen-Kurzfassung.pdf 
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