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ANNA ZEMÁNKOVÁ 
 

The Collection de l’Art Brut proudly presents a major retrospective of works by the Czech creator 

Anna Zemánková (1908 – 1986). The event has been set up in close conjunction with this creator's 

family who, for many years now, has sought to promote Zemánková's oeuvre. To that end, the 

Collection de l'Art Brut has assembled a large selection of nearly 130 drawings from both its own 

holdings and the family's private collection: many of these are being shown for the first time. Works 

from a private Czech collection will also go on display, together with archival documents, a to-date-

unreleased film on Anna Zemánková and a major monograph. 

 

Anna Zemánková was born in Olomouc (Moravia) in 1908: at a very young age she was already 

attracted to drawing, but found no encouragement for that love within her family circle. Wedded in 

1933, she and her husband settled in Prague. Here Anna became active as a dental technician, but 

she gave up that profession upon the birth of a second son. In the wake of a succession of painful 

events in her life—the death of one of her sons and several bouts of depression—she reached a 

breaking point. It was in the early 1960s, at the age of over fifty, that she suddenly took up drawing. 

She first worked in pastels on large sheets of paper; over the following years, she gradually  

developed an innovative technique blending pencil, ink, pastels, perforation, collage, cut-outs, 

embossing and even embroidery. 

 

In a nigh-to-mediumistic and deeply concentrated fashion, Anna would begin drawing at about 4 

am. The dawn hours seemed to incite her to attain a state of ecstasy conducive to capturing the 

magnetic forces emanated by a parallel world. This in turn induced her to come up with a 

phantasmagoric herbarium of flowers and plants, all radiating in a blaze of colors. She was also 

wont to work on the materials themselves, perforating and shaping the support. Increasingly 

afflicted by diabetes over the years, she was gradually forced to limit her activities and movements. 

This obligation led her to reduce the size of her works all the way down to miniatures in which, 

nonetheless, her flowers continued to bloom altogether vividly. Encouraged to do so by her sons, 

Anna devoted herself to her artistic creation for twenty-five years, resulting in the production of 

several thousand works.  

  

Exhibition Curator :  

Pascale Jeanneret, Curator with the Collection de l’Art Brut, and Terezie Zemánková, art critic and 

freelance exhibition curator 
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BIOGRAPHY 
 

 
Anna Zemankova photo : Jan Reich, ca. 1980  
© photo credit Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 

Anna Zemánková was born in 
Olomouc, Moravia. After leaving 
school she worked as a dental 
technician before getting married and 
having two children. In 1948 she 
moved with her family to Prague but 
later, aged 52, sank into a state of 
depression.  
 
That was when she started to produce 
her first paintings. These permitted her 
access to a parallel world that, 
according to her, was more rewarding 
than the real world. She had the 
feeling of harnessing magnetic forces 
that usually elude representation. This 
belief made her somewhat similar to 
spiritualist creators. 
 
The motifs of her compositions 
emerged during the course of 
execution. Apart from pastels and pen-
and-ink drawings, she resorted to 
original techniques: perforation of the 
support material and embossing, in 
other words, pressed relief patterns 
produced on hand-made rag paper. 
Later she would also paint on silk or 
satin. 

 
PUBLICATION  

A publication in three separate editions (Czech/English/French) accompanies this exhibition: it 
contains over 250 color plates, specialized articles and unpublished photographs by Anna 
Zemánková. 
Anna Zemánková, directed by Terezie Zemánková, Prague : Kant, ABCD, 2017, 400 pages. 
 

FILM 
 
The documentary film Le jardin botanique d'Anna Zemánková (A.Z.'s botanical garden) by 
Philippe Lespinasse and Andress Alvarez (30 min, 2017), produced by Lokomotiv Film and the 
Collection de l’Art Brut, is screened as a loop during the exhibition. 
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PUBLICATION EXCERPT  

Searching for roots of the work of Anna Zemánková  
By Barbara Safarova, independant curator and critic 

[…] 
 
Zemánková’s drawings do not seem to be inspired only by the floral and the vegetal; the inorganic 
element is present too in her hybridized objects. The inspiration in the inanimate is perhaps one of 
the things that connects her to the spiritualist artists of Nova Paka, drawing the so-called 
“metamorphoses“ during the spiritualist seances taking place in the 1920s. Some forms recall 
minerals in the gangue, which abound in the region of Nova Paka. Since the fourteenth century, 
those searching for precious stones and metals have come to this area to collect agates, jasper 
and amethyst. The soil also contains many fossilized animal and plant forms. When the gangue are 
opened, the stones cut and polished, the veins in the crystals become visible, revealing strange 
anthropomorphic or geometric motifs. We can get easily carried away by the magical beauty of 
these natural forms produced by the volcanic magma or by successive layers of silt, bringing us 
closer — at least in our mind — to the original matrix. Similarly to the terrestrial magma creating 
these wonderful stones, the automatic gesture brings out sprawling filaments, sometimes shaped 
into mysterious flowers or composite beings reminiscent of animals from far away times or planets. 
Zemánková’s hybrid motifs often seem to be composed from two radically different parts, glued to 
each other, without necessarily functioning as a harmonious whole. It is as if the artist were trying 
to transcend oppositions, above all the duality between male and female. 

[…] 
 

Anna Zemánková’s artistic production is rooted in a number of cultural elements — secret 
doctrines, occultism and the Avant-garde — that would be regarded as contradictory anywhere 
else than in Central Europe. The Cubism of Central Europe, and more particularly the Cubism the 
way it developed in Prague, with the figures such as Bohumil Kubista, Emil Filla, and Otto 
Gutfreund, differs from Western Europe by the turbulent and magic atmosphere surrounding it; by 
seeking the expression of certain themes — suffering, death, religion — or by giving them a 
particular colour. The Czech Cubists are aware of not only Braque and Picasso but also of 
Orphism, spiritualism and psychoanalysis. Such particular syncretic experience results in works in 
which both magic and anxiety are present. 

After the Second World War, spiritualism seems to be less of an political obstacle than a possible 
escape from repression and from the communist attempt to impose a particular aesthetics. While 
rationalism dominates the political and economic landscape of post-war Czechoslovakia, some 
artists lean in their creation on their ancestral beliefs, combined with sometimes critical and 
syncretic return to psychoanalysis to escape Socialist Realism. Continuing to develop Surrealism 
— which did not lose anything from its intellectual appeal —  artists, writers and philosophers 
consider the exploration of the subconscious as their true aesthetic program.  

[…] 
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IMAGES AVAILABLE TO THE MEDIA  
All images : Atelier de numérisation – Ville de Lausanne (AN) 
Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 

 

 
Untitled, btw. 1960 and 1979  
Colored pencil, ink, ballpoint pen and embossing on 
drawing paper 
20,5   x 30,2 cm  
Photo : Arnaud Conne, (AN) 
Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 

Untitled, btw. 1975 and 1980 
Ballpoint pen, colored pencil and gouache, collage and embroidery on paper, 62,6 x 45 cm 
Photo : Marie Humair, (AN) - Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 
 

 

 
Untitled, end 1960s 
Ballpoint pen, colored pencil and pastel on paper 
62,6 x 45 cm   
Photo : Claude Bornand, (AN) 
Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne  
 

Untitled, btw. 1960 and 1986 
Red and black ballpoint pen on fine paper, 29,6  x 20,9 cm 
Photo : Amélie Blanc, (AN) 
Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 
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Untitled, btw. 1965 and 1970,  
Pastel, gouache, ballpoint pen and India ink on paper 
88 x 62,5 cm 
Author’s family collection, Prague 
 

Nekonečný květ (The infinite Flower), btw. 1960 and 1965 
Pastel, gouache and India ink on paper 
88 x 62,5 cm 
Author’s family collection, Prague 

  

Untitled, btw. 1965 and 1970,  
Embroidery, pastel, gouache, ballpoint pen and colored 
pencil on paper. 
88 x 62,5 cm 
Author’s family collection, Prague 

Untitled, btw. 1970 and 1975,  
Pastel, painting, ballpoint pen and colored pencil on paper. 
62 x 45 cm 
Author’s family collection, Prague 
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EVENTS  

Guided tour (preview) for the press  
 

Thursday 8 June  2017, 11am 
by Pascale Jeanneret, curator at the Collection de l’Art Brut, 
Lausanne, and Terezie Zemánková, art critic and freelance 
exhibition curator 
Bookings: sophie.guyot@lausanne.ch 

Official opening  
 

Thursday 8 June 2017, 6:30pm  
at the Collection de l’Art Brut, Lausanne 

Free guided tour   Saturday  9  September  2017, 2:15pm 

Free guided tour for teachers  Thursday 14 September 2017, 5pm  

 
Guided  tours   For classes (from age 4) and groups, in French, German, English 

and Italian. 
Upon request 

Class visits  Advance booking required 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays 11am to 6pm  
Thursdays from 9am to 6pm  
 

Contact and booking for all tours and 
workshops  

at www.artbrut.ch > agenda or 021/ 315 25 70 
on a first come first served basis 
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 

Press kit  Illustrations and a Press Kit can be downloaded at www.artbrut.ch 
under the heading: press 

Media contact  Sophie Guyot 
Phone +41 21 315 25 84 (Tu, We mornings, Th) 
sophie.guyot@lausanne.ch 

Address  Collection de l'Art Brut  
Avenue des Bergières 11 
CH – 1004 Lausanne 
www.artbrut.ch 

Phone +41 21 315 25 70 
Fax +41 21 315 25 71 
art.brut@lausanne.ch 

Opening hours  
 

Tuesday thru Sunday from 11am to 6pm including holidays and 
Fasting Monday (follows third Sunday in September) 
Open every day in July and August 
Free admittance the first Saturday of the month. 

Entrance fee  Fr. 10.-  
Reduced price: Fr. 5.–  
Groups of 6: Fr. 5.–  
Unemployed persons and youngsters up to 16: free admittance 

Access  By bus   
From St-François : bus no. 2, Beaulieu-Jomini stop.  
From the railroad station (gare CFF) : bus nos. 3 and 21, 
Beaulieu-Jomini stop. 
By foot : 25 min. from the station; 10 min. from Place  
de la Riponne. 
By car : highway exit Lausanne-Blécherette, follow Palais de 
Beaulieu. Car park: Parking de Beaulieu.  
Reduced mobility :  
The Anna Zemánková exhibition is not accessible to persons with 
reduced mobility. 

 

 

THE COLLECTION DE L’ART BRUT THANKS THE FOLLOWING F OR THEIR SUPPORT: 

    

  
 

 
 

 


