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Summary report 

The symposium enabled a fruitful exchange of views between different regional 

stakeholders and businesses on the dual use approach taken by Brittany in the area of 

cybersecurity. A total of 40 participants represented SMEs, large companies, regional 

organisations and clusters, national authorities and academia from the Czech Republic, 

Denmark, Estonia, France, Hungary, Poland, Portugal, Spain and the UK, all playing a very 

active role throughout the event and offering substantial feedback.  

Brittany is France’s second region in terms of digital R&D investment. Both Defence & 

Security as well as Cyber are among the top-10 priority strategic sectors for this region. Key 

to the future of Brittany’s cyber security dual use development is its public-private 

partnership (PPP). This currently involves a dozen large industrial players, some 130 SMEs 

and the region’s universities and research institutes.  

A similar PPP approach is taken by other regions which share some of the challenges.  

The UK’s Solent region, for example, ensures that its SMEs are exposed to the widest array 

of contacts and business opportunities within the Marine Southeast cluster. However, 

attracting dual use SMEs in large numbers is challenging. 

For Spain’s region of Castille y Leon cybersecurity is part of its smart specialisation 

strategy. It reflects their ambition to profile itself as Regional Cybersecurity Innovation Hub. 

To overcome the challenges of a low and aging population, traditionally conservative 

businesses, a low level of internationalisation and weak services for SMEs, the region will 

spend €3.5 billion until 2019 to create new clusters of technology and finance that bring 

together its strong universities, technology companies and venture capitalists to promote 

dual use technologies, demonstrators and project finance. 

A highly interactive peer review session looked into key issues for the development of 

Brittany's dual use strategy, such as the links between research, business and education. 

Discussions revealed that the use of European Structural and Investment Funds for 

cybersecurity may be constrained due to different approaches taken by managing 

authorities.  

During a “Knowledge Café” views were exchanged on how clusters should be ideally 

structured, the need for industrial “parks” that combine science with business, the 

importance of incubators and their role in reducing risk for SMEs and the need for third-

party access to testing facilities, particularly in the defence industry. Lack of digital talent 

was identified as a major issue affecting the cybersecurity sector.  

Overall, the event provided a good starting point for further cooperation between regions 

in the area of cyber security & dual use. It offered the opportunity for participants to learn 

about EU funding instruments relevant for dual use, gain insights into the cybersecurity 

approaches of European and third countries and discuss how all can benefit most from 

increased cooperation. 


