Kamala

This story is dedicated to the This is the inspiring story of a female
hundreds of thousands of Booth Booth Level Officer and a young and
Level Officers (BLOs), who take up the  aspiring voter; this story will also
colossal and painstaking exercise of serve as an illustrated guide to the

identifying all eligible persons (citizen  process of registration and voting.
residents, above 18 years of age) and

ensure that they get registered as

voters.

Illustration: Sandhya Prabhat, Anish Daolagupu (Pg. 56,57)

Story: Prateek Thomas, Kanan Dhru & Kelly Dhru
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ARJLIN, AMMA HAS TO
&GO A LITTLE EARLY
TODAY. WE'LL READ
THE REST WHEN I'M
BACK, OKAY?

AMMA, CAN YOU MAKE
POORI-CHANNA FOR
DINNER TOPAY?"

AMMA WILL BE LATE
TODAY, BUT T'LL

MAKE IT TOMORROW.
I PROMISE.

BE A GOOD BOY AND
DON'T GIVE PAATI
ANY TROUBLE!
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AMMA, TH LEAVING ‘: : b— , ‘:
@ e NG o YOLI'RE LEAVING EARLY AND

BACK BY SIX.

COMING LATE? ARE YOU ON
ELECTION PUTY, AGAIN?

MA, YOU KNowW
I HAVE TO. ALL
TEACHERS PO/

|
BUT I HAVE MY DOCTOR’S
APPOINTMENT AT FIVE THIRTY.
HOW WILL I GO FOR THAT?

CAN’T WE RESCHEDULE IT
FOR ANOTHER DAY?

I'LL FIGURE out
SOMETHING, AMMA.

THAT'S VERY EASY FOR
YOU TO SAY, ISN'T IT?
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—= HMM. MAYBE YOU
= COULD CALL THE
CLINIC AND MOVE
AMMA IS ANGRY AT ME. oy i HER APPOINTMENT.
Il J
&5,
SHE HAS HER DOCTOR'S
APPOINTMENT TODAY, BUT )
I DON'T THINK T'LL BE Ny )
BACK BY THEN. \ -
~/ -
rr  —
™
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TRY TO GET HOME
EARLY IF YOU CAN.
IF NOT, WE'LL SEE.

SHE WASN'T VERY
PLEASED WHEN I
SUGGESTED THAT.
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MISS, WHY ARE
YOU AND THE
OTHER TEACHERS
GOING OUT TO
HOUSES IN THE
EVENINGS?

WHO CAN ANSWER
RAJIV'S QUESTION?

ALL OF YOU ARE GOING
ON ELECTION pUTY.

DO YOoU KNOW
WHAT MAKES

! THE ELECTIONS
IN OUR COUNTRY
SPECIAL?

IT IS ONE OF THE
BIGGEST AND
MOST COMPLEX
EXERCISES PONE
ANYWHERE IN THE
WORLPD.




INDPIA HAS 7 RECOGNIZEDP
NATIONAL POLITICAL PARTIES,
42 RECOGNIZEP STATE POLITICAL
PARTIES, ANP MORE THAN
OO0 UNRECOGNIZEP
POLITICAL PARTIES
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INPIA
USEP MORE THAN 1-4 MILLION
ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINES

4.6 MILLION POLLING STAFF AND
ABOUT 2.5 MILLION SECURITY
PERSONNELWERE PEPLOYED IN
MORE THAN 800,000
POLLING ETATIONS *

OVER 2000 OBSERVERS,
740,000 MICRO—-OBSERVERS,
4.5 MILLION SUPERVISORY STAFF,
AND ABOUT 75,000 VIPEO—
—GRAPHERS IN THE SAME
GENERAL ELECTION

40,592 PIGITAL CAMERAS, 119
EPECIAL TRAINS COMPRISING
2060 COACHES FOR
TRANSPORTING CENTRAL
POLICE FORCES ALL OVER
THE COUNTRY

ey 0l

55 HELICOPTERS TO PO MORE
THAN 600 SORTIES ANP AIRLIFT
6,800 SECURITY PERSONNEL
ANP INNUMERABLE ELECTION
MATERIALES
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COLINTLESS BUSES ANP JEEFS,
TRACTORS, MOTORCYCLES,
BULLOCK CARTS; MULES, AND
CAMELS HELFP WITH THE
TRANSFPORTATION OF MEN
ANP MATERIAL

NOT TO FORGET THE HUGE
EXERCISES PONE IN THE
FPRE-FOLL FPERIOP

YOLUI ARE TRYING TO LOCATE
ELIGIBLE OR MISSING VOTERS
FROM WITHIN A POPULATION
OF 1,210,123,422
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SPREAD OVER A GEOGRAFHICAL
AREA OF 3,287,240 5@- KMS

AN

PISTRIBUTERP OVER 640
APMINISTRATIVE PISTRICTS,
5924 SUB-PISTRICTS,
7,935 TOWNS ANP
640,567 VILLAGES

IT IS NO MEAN TASK, ANP ALL
EFFORTS HAVE TO BE MAMMOTH,
NAY GIGANTIC OR TUST INFINITELY

COLOSSAL TO MATCH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE
TASK AT HAND-
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g. LAST DAY OF ELECTION
=

DUTIES! SHALL WE LEAVE?

SAAB GHAR PE
NAHIN HAIN.

S T I T A N ]

=
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YOU'RE BACK AGAIN? /
COME TOMORROW.

PLEASE COME! MY DAUGHTER \/__/-
HAS JUST TURNED EIGHTEEN,

SHE'S BEEN WAITING TO
ENROLL AS A VOTER.
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I 6OT MY VOTERS ID YEARS
BACK... BUT I'M NOT SLIRE
WHAT THE PROCESS IS NOW.

I'lL BE GLAP TO
HELP HER WITH
EVERYTHING.




SALMA, THIS IS KAMALA MISS.

SHE'S A TEACHER AT THE
HSS VIDYAPEETH AND IS
WORKING AS A BOOTH
LEVEL OFFICER.

Hl, AKKA.

I

HELLO, SALMA.

SALMA, BECAUSE YOU

COMPLETED 18 YEARS OF
AGE ON FiesT JANLIARY, YOU
ARE ELIGIBLE AS A VOTER.

POCUMENTS REQUIRED
AGE PROOF

L. BIRTH CERTIFICATE ISSUEDP BY MUNICIFAL AUTHORITY OR
COMPETENT OFFICE

2. 5CHOOL LEAVING CERTIFICATE

3. COPY OF CERTIFICATE OF CLASS 10 WITH DATE OF BIRTH

4. CERTIFICATE BY FRIMARY HEALTH CENTRES (PHC)

S, FOR VOTERS ABOVE 25 YEARS, GRAM PANCHAYAT CAN CERTIFY
AGE

PROOF OF ORDINARY RESIPENCE
l. COPY OF EPIC OF PARENTS

2. BIRTH CERTIFICATE ISSUED BY THE MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
3. PASSFORT

v
L
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I'LL SUBMIT YOUR
DOCUMENTS WITHIN
THE NEXT FEW DAYS.

i L

YOUR NAME WILL
BE ADDED TO THE
VOTER'S LIST

HOW CAN I FIND OUT
IF MY NAME HAS BEEN
ENROLLED?

”

L

YOU CAN GO TO THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE
OF THE ELECTION COMMISSION AND

CHECK THERE. IT WILL HAVE THE THE ADDRESS FOR THE

ELECTORAL ROLLS OF  ASSEMBLY ELECTION COMMISSION'S

CONSTITUENCIES IN INDIA. WEBSITE IS WWW.ECINICIN
Y ]

|
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BUT WHAT ABOUT VOTERS WHO ARE

CAN THEY FIND THIS INFORMATION?

=

THE BOOTH LEVEL OFFICER /

FROM A SMALLER CITY OR TOWN? HOW

ASSISTANT ELECTORAL REGISTRATION
OFFICER IN EVERY AREA AND E-GRAM
CENTRES PROVIDE THIS SERVICE, SO
VOTERS CAN ENQUIRE THERE AND FIND
OUT TOO. THE HELPLINE NUMBER 1950
CAN ALSO BE USED FOR THE INQUIRY.
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KAMALA, SALMA IS SHIFTING

TO A NEW CITY FOR HIGHER
STUDIES IN A FEW MONTHS.,

7 7 11l OF COLRSE, ALL SHE NEEDS TO DO IS TO FILE CLAIM
APPLICATION IN THE NEW PLACE OF RESIDENT WITH EPIC

15 THERE A WAY TO TRANSFER

TR e oL erors NUMBER IN PART IV OF THE FORM NO 6,

ROLLS? NO PERSON CAN REGISTER IN MORE THAN ONE
CONSTITLENCY.

L'l

| =7,
BUT HOW WILL MY NAME BE
REGISTERED IN THE VOTERS

LIST? ISN'T IT FINALIZED?

THE ELECTORAL ROLLS ARE
PREPARED THROLUGH A
PROCESS OF MULTIPLE
REVISIONS.

[ AN

LIKE ME, HLINPREDS OF
OTHER OFFICERS GO FROM
DOOR-TO-POOR AND
COLLECT INFORMATION
ABOUT ELECTORS.

X\

SO WHAT YOU'RE SAYING IS [—
THAT THE ELECTORAL

ROLLS ARE BEING
CONTINUOUSLY UPPATED?

M

INDEED. AND YOU CAN FILE ANY
APPLICATION FOR THE APDITION,
DELETION, CORRECTION OR
TRANSPOSITION WITH THE BOOTH
LEVEL OFFICER / ASSISTANT
ELECTORAL OFFICER OR ELECTORAL

Wow. AND I LISED TO THINK REGISTRATION OFFICER.

THIS WAS A ONCE-IN-FIVE-
YEARS PROCESS!
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1 FIRST OF ALL, YOUR NAME MUST BE IN THE
VOTERS LIST. THEN, YOL CAN HAVE EITHER

AKKA, IN ORDER TO VOTE, - "ELECTORAL PHOTO IDENTITY CARD', VOTERS

I WILL NEED MY VOTERS SLIP, PASSPORT, DRIVER'S LICENSE,

12, ISN'T IT? AS THE PROOF OF IDENTITY, TO VOTE.

|

ONCE YOUR NAME IS
ADPDED TO THE VOTERS
LIST, THE ELECTION
COMMISSION WILL ISSLIEE
AN ELECTORAL PHOTO
IDENTITY CARD, LIKE
THIS, ALSO CALLED AS
EPIC.

858 6555 E
) Swan,
s, Fon Commiggg oot

At s,y

T

Wi gamien,
Do ;@ 1ouq

Elector’s .
N2t KAmaLa

20 hn i :
“"“ﬂ'-ﬂ-' Vg
Relation’s .

[ v
Datedf Bk 1205 o,

BUT, WHEN I &0 TO
COLLEGE, WILL T

HAVE TO GET A NEW
EPIC CARD THERE?

NO. ONCE ISSLIED, EPIC
REMAINS VALID FOR

ELECTORAL IDENTIFICATION
THROUGHOUT THE COLINTRY,
EVEN IF YOU CHANGE BASE.

S=
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SALMA, YOUR VOTE IS
YOUR INVALUABLE RIGHT.

ALWAYS REMEMBER THIS.
) (]

NEVER LET ANYONE INFLUENCE YOLR
VOTE BY OFFER OF MONEY OR A GIFT
OF ANY KIND. ANP NOR SHOULP you
TRY TO INFLUENCE ANYONE’S VOTE.

OH, IT'S PAST FIVE!
I SHOULD BE LEAVING.

THANK YOU SO MUCH
FOR COMING, AKKA.

IT'S NOTHING, MY DEAR.
I WAS ONLY POING MY
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GOOPD EVENING,
DR. SRIPHARAN'S
CLINIC.

HELLO, MY MOTHER-IN-LAW, VASANTHI HAS
AN APPOINTMENT WITH DR. SRIPHARAN FOR
5:30. CAN WE RESCHEPULE IT FOR 6:30
TODAY?"

AMMA, I'VE RESCHEDULED
YOUR APPOINTMENT TO 6:30.

LET ME QUICKLY FRESHEN
UP, AND WE'LL LEAVE.
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HOW IS THAT POSSIBLE?
I'VE COME TO VOTE ONLY
NOW.

DON'T WORRY. WE'VE
INFORMED THE PRESIPING

SOMEONE HAS ALREADY Ao
CAST A VOTE IN YOUR
NAME.

THE LAW ALLOWS YOU TO CAST A TENDERED VOTE. A TENDEREP
BALLOT PAPER WILL BE GIVEN TO YOU AND YOU WILL BE REQUIRED
TO SIGN YOUR NAME ON THE LIST OF TENDERED VOTES.,
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