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Post-NSP 

 
1. What practical outcomes are expected from the New Shape Prize? 

And what happens to the ideas?  

 
In May 2018, the Global Challenges Foundation will host the New Shape Forum. The 
forum is intended to be both a platform to announce the winning submissions, and 
also an opportunity to discuss ideas in a community of thought leaders and 
practitioners. The Forum will be an important first step in the long-term effort to 
work with a wide community of shapemakers interested in redefining the state of 
global governance.  



This continued conversation will not only focus on the winners of the New Shape 
Prize, but as many interesting ideas as possible. To that purpose, all ideas submitted 
will be catalogued and stored in a searchable database.  

 
2. What happens if I am selected as a finalist? 

 
All finalists will be invited to Stockholm in May 2018 to present their ideas in front of 
the Final Jury at the New Shape Forum. Finalists will be informed of their finalist 
status following the Semi-final Jury meeting in March 2018 and will have the weeks 
in between being notified of their status and the forum to prepare their 
presentations.  
 
Travel and accommodation for finalists will be provided by the Foundation.  
 

3. Can the participant publish/share the submitted competition entry on 

social media or own publications, such as blogs, after the submission 

deadline?  

 
As all authors are the owners of their ideas, they can publish their ideas whenever 
and wherever they choose.  
 

4. Will we be notified if we are not selected for the semi-finals?  

 
Yes. All participants will be notified if they are selected as a semi-finalist.  

 
5. Will there be feedback for individual entries?  

 
No. Feedback will not be provided for individual entries.  
 

6. If a proposal is submitted in English, which regional panel will review 

it?  

 
Entries submitted in English will be randomly distributed among the nine regional 
panels. All panels will have a number of English entries, with North America, 
Western Europe, South Asia and Eastern/Southern Africa reviewing entries 
exclusively in English.  

 
 
 
 



Submission details 

 
1. What style should references be? 

 
We do not specify a particular reference style. You can include references in 
whichever style you find most convenient or comfortable.  

 
2. Should we submit entries as PDF or Word documents? 

 
We only accept entries to be submitted through the online submission platform. All 
text, references and attachments will be input directly into the submission platform. 
We will not accept entries that are sent in via post or email.  

 
3. Is it possible to submit more than two visuals? 

  
No. All participants are allowed up to two visuals.  

 
4. Can we send more than one entry?  

 
Yes. There are no limits to the number of entries you can submit as long as the 
ideas are different and can stand alone.  You can submit one or more entries as the 
sole author, co-author or on behalf of a legal entity. 

 
5. Is the word count very strict or is it ok to have slightly more than 

9,250 words? 

 
As you can only submit entries through the online submission platform, the 
platform will not let you submit an entry that exceeds the word limits.  

 
6. Do I need to include references?  

 
It is not required to submit references. If you include external sources in your entry, 
it is advised to credit these sources in the reference section. The platform allows up 
to 50 references.  

 
7. Does the word limits include the list of references?  

 
No. The word limits do not include the list of references. However, each reference 
has a maximum word limit of 400 characters.  

https://www.globalchallenges.org/en/submission-platform/sign-in
https://www.globalchallenges.org/en/submission-platform/sign-in


 
8. What can be included in the attachments? 

 
A maximum of two illustrations/graphs/tables can be provided as attached files or 
external links, which you can include in the text. These should consist of 
supplementary graphic material that helps in understanding the model. 
Attachments should not be used to introduce new ideas or provide additional 
details that are not described in the text. As the entries will be evaluated 
anonymously, no names or other elements that may identify authors should be 
included in the references or attachments. You can submit attachments as either 
PDF or JPEG files, or links to material. Each attached file can be one page only, and 
any film or sound clip cannot be more than 3 minutes. 

 
9. “Submissions will be anonymised before assessment, and any form of 

identifier other than the information supplied in the author‘s profile, 

may result in the disqualification of the submission.”  

 
a. Can we include references to material created by the author or 

co-author without compromising the anonymity rule?  

 
You can include references to material created by the author or co-author as 
long as it does not suggest that the author of the material and the entry are 
one and the same. Any explicit mentions that reference material is that of the 
entry author’s could lead to disqualification.  

 
The rule for anonymity was established to give all participants an equal 
chance in the challenge and eliminate bias as much as possible in the judging 
process.  
 

b. For a participant that registers as a legal entity, does it mean 

that the name of the legal entity or just the members of that 

entry who wrote the submission cannot be revealed for the sake 

of anonymity?  

 
The need for anonymity extends to legal entities as well. No mention of the 
organization or institution should be included in the entry.  

 
c. In the case that the attachment is a video, should it also not 

reveal the identity of the author/s?  

 



Videos and all attachments must also comply with the anonymity rule. 
Attachments, references and the entry text should not include any personal 
information that could reveal the identity of the author/s.  

 
10. Can we include graphs/images/tables in the text element of our 

entry? 

 
No. The submission platform only allows plain text to be included in the body of 
your entry. You can includes images/graphs/tables as attachments. You can include 
up to two attachments.  
 

11. Why should we add tags and are they mandatory?  

 
Tags can be included to help organize the database following the publication of the 
ideas. This will allow for the database to be more easily searchable. Tags are not 
mandatory and will not affect your chances of advancing in the assessment process.  

 
12.Can co-authors edit an entry?  

 
No. Only corresponding authors can make edits to an entry. However, when edits 
are made to an entry and saved, co-authors will be updated. 
 

13.If an entry is jointly authored by both an individual and a legal entity, 

how should the general information be configured?  

 
For entries authored by an individual and a legal entity, it is advised to apply as a 
legal entity and invite co-authors to the entry. In the second step of the submission 
process you will be given the option to invite co-authors to your entry.  

 
14.How should we classify an informal group of authors? Is it an 

individual submission?  

 
Yes. Yt is considered an individual entry. In the second step of the submission 
process you will be given the option to invite co-authors to your entry.  
 
 
 
 



Criteria 

 
1. What does it mean when you say you are looking for “governance 

models”?  

 
The task is to design a governance model able to effectively address the most 
pressing threats and risks to humanity. The task is not to come up with direct 
solutions to specific global risks. Rather, it is to design a general model for 
decision-making, with the aim of generating such solutions, and possessing the 
resources to effectively implement them. 

 
2. Is there a preference given to reform the existing governing structure 

or forming new institutions?  

 
There is no such preference. Both reform of existing institutions and suggestions for 
new ones are welcome, as long as the idea is a significant improvement compared 
to current global governance and with regard to the Criteria.  

 
 

 

 

https://www.globalchallenges.org/en/the-prize/criteria

