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Context of 4 + 4 Proposals For Making 
Sense Of Today’s Convivial Cultures

“At the moment we, as a team, in Lisbon, decided to commission 4 artists and 4 
curators to reflect upon the current global crisis of the Covid-19, on March 16th

2020, the national Portuguese news stated that a total of 331 cases of Covid-19 
had been confirmed. By then, in the world, more than 6.500 people had died 
since the first case was identified in China, in early January 2020.” (Santos, 2020)

“In this emergency, a culture of solidarity is the best antidote. A community 
based on mutual support will help us — closer to home as well as in the 
European Community — to overcome this difficult period.” (Uribes, Müntefering, 
and Franceschini as cited in Santos, 2020)



Criteria of 4 + 4 Proposals For Making 
Sense Of Today’s Convivial Cultures

• Cultural producers who have been most affected by the pandemic (such as 
young artists and young curators, freelancers, mostly women)

• Artists and independent curators who develop work consistently in relation 
with the 4Cs themes and topics

• Glocal cultural producers: national and international creators with a glocal
perspective and practice



Priorities of 4 + 4 Proposals For Making 
Sense Of Today’s Convivial Cultures

capacity building: develop artistic and cultural skills which contribute to the 
strengthening of the cultural and creative sectors as well as to the promoting of 
inclusive and equal working conditions in the arts and in cultural institutions, and 
that foster a glocal perspective and approach.

(ex)change: promote cooperation between cultural producers – artists and 
curators in order to produce new knowledge (and, hopefully, change) regarding a 
variety of global social challenges, which – just as with the pandemic – are felt 
differently across the various regions and cultures that make up the world.











What is next?

This sub-project of the 4Cs has led us to pursue a research in how we can promote 
inclusive and equal working conditions in the arts and in cultural institutions across 
the globe, while considering the danger of hegemonic absorption of dissonant 
practices into canonical art historical and curatorial discourses. In the future, we aim at 
designing a research project asking: 

• How do contemporary art institutions respond to (and, therefore, (ex)change with) 
the different challenges – curatorial, art historical, educational, but also economic 
and political – posed by the exhibition of works made by individuals from a variety 
of world regions?

• How can contemporary art institutions (ex)change with the uneven ways in which 
different regions of the world face global phenomena such as the COVID-19 
pandemic?

• What if the existing methodologies of networks as we know them – based on 
finding a common ground and, therefore, somewhat silencing individual 
differences – instead of quieting conflict, implemented new tools and methods for 
collaboration, mutual understanding, and solidarity?



Thank you!


