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1. False Cremation
The backstory: In 2011, Anju Kumar claimed 
that her husband had died while in India and was 
cremated. She claimed 1.5 in insurance policy. In 
fact, Mr. Kumar was well and alive and traveling 
back to UK under a different name.

The aftermath:  The insurance company 
revealed that the death certificate was in fact 
fake. Sanjay was jailed for 2 years and his wife got 
a suspended sentence.

3. The staged suicide
The backstory: In 2012 a man from Enumclaw, 
Washington convinced a family friend to buy a 
1.8 million insurance policy.  Then he claimed the 
family friend died and tried to cash in. He left his 
abandoned car with a suicide note near a bridge. 
Over the years, he had stolen over $6 million from 
his clients, friends and family.

The aftermath: Later that year, he was found alive 
and was charged with two counts wire fraud. He is 
currently in prison serving a six year sentence.

2. The queen of 
slips and falls

The backstory: 72-year old Isabel Parker 
prostrated herself in department stores, super-
markets and liquor stores 49 times for claims 
totaling $500,000 during her long career, a sad 
byproduct of her gambling addiction.

The aftermath: She pleaded guilty to 29 counts 
of insurance fraud and theft in New Jersey alone. 
She received a four-year sentence under house 
arrest.
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4. The man who burnt 
down his own house
The backstory: High living had left Chicago 
grain futures executive Marc Thompson deeply 
in debt. He torched his home for the $730,000 in 
insurance money and to make it appear a suicide, 
he led his 90-year-old mother Carmen downstairs, 
doused the basement with accelerant and tossed 
the match. 

The aftermath: He is now serving a 190-year 
sentence in jail.

5. Up in smoke
The backstory: A lawyer from North Carolina 
purchased a box of expensive cigars and insured 
them against flooding, storm damage and – of all 
things – fire. After a month which the lawyer filed 
a claim with his homeowners insurance company, 
stating that he was owed compensation because 
“the cigars were lost in a series of small fires”.  The 
insurer refused to pay, assuming (correctly) that 
the man had smoked the pack himself. 

The aftermath: A judge ruled, however, that since 
the insurer had never stated what was considered 
to be “unacceptable” fire, the company did, in fact, 
owe him $15,000 to replace his property.  The in-
surance company paid the claim, but then had the 
lawyer arrested. He was sentenced to 24 months in 
jail and a $24,000 fine for 24 counts of arson and 
insurance fraud.
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