Tables

Hello, some complex settings in Polaris are controlled with Tables rather than just a Setting. Tables store information and relationships in rows and columns. 

In this session, you will learn how to access, view, and edit Tables in Polaris System Administration; as well as how tables may work together. 

Like Settings, Tables can be configured at different levels. The first example we’ll look at is the Material Types table on the System level.

From the PolarisSA Home page, click Settings and Tables. By default, you will start on the System level. Click the Tables tab.

Here you can see all the Tables that can be accessed and configured at the System level. For this example, you’ll locate Material Types table and click the title to open it. When it opens, this table shows all the available material types that can be assigned to items.

At the top, you can click the + button to Insert a new row in the table, which in this case is a new material type. Enter the Material Type Description and a Minimum Age, if patrons need to be a certain age to use this material. Then click, OK.

Now the new material type appears in the table. You can also edit an existing material type. Check the box next to its ID, then click the pencil icon to Edit it. Change the Description and/or Minimum Age, then click OK to apply your changes. 

When you’re done, click Save. Click the Tables breadcrumb to return to the list of Tables.

For the second example, let’s look at how some tables interact with each other by looking at Loan Periods. Find and open the Loan Period Codes table.

This table shows the name of each available loan period, and its ID is the associated code. Now, click Tables to return to the list of Tables and open the Loan Periods table.

Every item is assigned one of the Loan Period Codes, which is usually a number of days or hours. This table, Loan Periods, applies those loan period codes to each type of patron at the branch, showing the actual length of the loan for that patron. For example, an Adult at this branch who borrows a book with a Loan Period Code of Extended will get a 21-day loan period. 

These are just a few examples showing how to configure Polaris tables. See the Online Help for full explanations of all the tables. 

You now know how to access, view, and edit Tables in PolarisSA, as well as how tables work together.

Thanks for watching!

