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SNOWDEN
AFFAIR:

MUCH
ADO
AND

THEN
NOTHING

There is a fine line between security and privacy in free societies.
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The level of concern on 
Big Brother snooping was 

already on show in January. 
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CAMERON’S BIG EU SPEECH 
FAILS TO CALM REBELS

David Cameron 
ended 2013 as he

had started it:
harried by his 

Conservative party 
over Europe.



THE EU AND IRAN
‘DEAL OF THE 

CENTURY’
It ended with a hug. But the EU’s new role in stopping decades of confl ict 

in the Middle East has just begun.
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BOTCHING THE CYPRUS 
BAILOUT

Cyprus and 
Malta joined 

the euro in 
2008

Cyprus became the fourth eurozone country to agree an EU bailout in March, after being brought to 
the brink of bankruptcy by a banking sector whose liabilities were nine times larger than its assets.
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DALLIGATE
A BRUSSELS SOAP OPERA

The tobacco lobbying scandal, which last year saw the EU health commissioner, Malta’s John Dalli, 
pack his bags, kept going this year like a never-ending South American telenovela.
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The lobbying scandal has seen 
tobacco firms get what they want



 THE YEAR THAT 
ALMOST SAW A 

CLAMPDOWN ON 
TAX EVASION

A leaked database of off shore accounts created tailwind for initiatives on tax evasion.
But it did not last long.
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BIGPAIN
FOR SMALL GAIN IN THE EUROZONE

The past year was better than 2012, at least as far as the eurozone economy is concerned, 
but not much better.
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Anti austerity protest. Europeans have less 
money to spend, so the trade surplus is better
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EU DEFUSES
BALKAN TIME BOMB

Local elections in Balkan towns rarely make international headlines. But when masked men 
used baseball bats to smash ballot boxes in Kosovo’s north Mitrovica, the world took note.



BYE BYE JUNCKER,
HELLO MERKEL 

Merkel remained, Juncker left and Hollande became more unpopular.





EU POWER SHIFTS 
BRUSSELS TO BERL
W



Germany in 2013 consolidated its power within the EU, with 
key decisions, ranging from bailouts to car emissions, tailored 
to Berlin’s demands.
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For a brief while in October it seemed the EU might be shocked into doing something about the 
recurring immigration tragedy on its southern coastline.
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THE RISE 
OF ANTI-EU 
PARTIES AND 
THE CRISIS OF 
CONFIDENCE
This year saw relative economic calm after the euro’s existential crisis in 2012, but a 
different type of crisis is starting to emerge: rising anti-EU sentiment and collapsing 
political confidence.
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EU BATTLE FOR UKRAINE ENDS IN 
TRUNCHEONS AND TEAR GAS

The EU this year lost a battle for Ukraine. But it might still win the war. 
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CHANGING OF THE
GUARD IN THE EU
As the EU heads into 2014, it is clear its economic woes are not 
over. But it is election year and Brussels will be distracted.



We at EUobserver wish our 
readers a Happy Christmas 

and a peaceful New Year

We are always looking for feedback and ideas from our readers,
so don’t hesitate to contribute!
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