
29 of March 2021

To President of the European Parliament, Mr David Sassoli

To Secretary-General of the European Parliament, Mr Klaus Welle

RE:  obligation to wear medical masks in the European Parliament buildings

Dear Mr President, dear Mr Secretary-General,

We appreciate that your institution is taking the fight against the COVID-19 virus seriously. We are,
however, concerned about one of the recent measures that the European Parliament (EP) is
implementing in the name of safety – the obligation to use disposable medical masks within the EP
premises. Your decision will not only produce lots of unnecessary waste, contrary to the Parliament’s
environmental goals; but these masks may actually also not provide that maximum level of safety
you are looking for.

As per your measure, Members of the European Parliament (MEPS) and EP personnel are required
to use disposable medical face masks or disposable FFP2 masks, which presumably follow standard
safety and breathability requirements. However, besides the unnecessary 12,000 kg/year of non1

recyclable waste that we estimate this measure will produce, there are additional obvious problems
that we would like to point out.

How will the EP verify compliance with standards? There are currently a good number of scandals
around medical face masks and FFP2 masks in Europe , with masks which are often produced
outside Europe failing to comply with the necessary safety standards. For instance, in Italy it is
estimated that one in ten masks fails to meet the required certification standards.

We believe that the approach that the EP is taking with this measure contradicts the policies that the
house has approved by overwhelming majorities. On February 10, the European Parliament, with
574 votes in favour, asked the Commission to ensure that “products placed on the EU market
perform well, are durable, reusable, can be easily repaired, are not toxic, can be upgraded and
recycled.” In contrast, you are proposing a solution that promotes untraceable, disposable, toxic,2

2 European Parliament, 2020/2077(INI), New Circular Economy Action Plan
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210204IPR97114/circular-economy-meps-call-for-tighter-eu
-consumption-and-recycling-rules

1 Assuming 3000 people working 220 days/year
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unrecyclable masks to fight the pandemic, using a single-use logic that has put our ecosystems and
biodiversity at risk and indirectly led to the ongoing sanitary crisis. We believe this to be a
double-standard which shows little commitment to your own policies and is a poor example to
society.

Mr President and Secretary General, the system you are implementing remains far away from state
of the art, sustainable solutions that provide proper safety while ensuring circularity. One does not
have to exclude the other.

An alternative solution that you could set in motion - and one that would serve as a role model for
other entities in Europe - would be to use IIR certified, tested, non-toxic, made-in-Europe reusable
masks with a full traceability system and security standards in place. This would allow the EP to
ensure that all the masks in the premises follow the highest safety standards whilst designing waste
out from the start and supporting the local economy. When it comes to safety and environmental
concerns, this is more circular than the linear system you are implementing.

These European-made systems exist, are fully functional, and have been adopted by companies
with thousands of employees following the Circular Economy principles that your institution
supports and promotes. Should you be interested, we would be happy to present these systems to
you.

We believe circular, reusable masks systems are the best way for the EP to walk the talk of its
policies, and show the way forward to millions of EU citizens and beyond.

Yours sincerely,

Rosano Ercolini
President

Joan Marc Simon
Executive Director
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