March 5, 2021

On February 23, the Committee on Legal Affairs of the European Parliament voted in favour
(15 votes in favour including the votes of the Spanish parties PP, PSOE, Ciudadanos and the farright VOX; 8 against and 2 abstentions), of a report that recommends to the Plenary to lift the
immunity of our colleagues MEPs Carles Puigdemont, Toni Comín and Clara Ponsatí.
The vote on this report will take place in the next plenary session, taking place next week..
The undersigned, former Members of the European Parliament, call on the Members of the
European Parliament who are to take part in this vote, to vote against this proposal and therefore
in favour of protecting the immunity of their colleagues Mr. Puigdemont, Mr. Comín and Ms.
Ponsatí.
First, because the court that requests the waiver of their immunity, the Spanish Supreme Court,
is not the competent authority to make the request, as it was argued before the JURI Committee,
and neither is it an impartial court, as recently established by the Belgian justice, since the
Brussels Court of Appeals found that Lluís Puig, former Minister of the Catalan Government in
exile, could not be impartially judged by this Spanish Court.
Second, there is evidence that these three Members of the European Parliament are suffering
political persecution. This political persecution is based on evidence, such as the judicial
obstacles to prevent them from running in the European elections, the presence of up to five
Spanish MEPs on the JURI Committee and their public statements on the report before, during,
and after the vote; the inclusion of wrong charges in the report of Clara Ponsatí; or the leaking
of the report before the vote to a far-right newspaper in Spain.
This political persecution, which in itself should be enough to ensure that the legal rights of
these Members of the European Parliament remain intact, was further confirmed in the abovementioned judgment of the Belgian courts in the case of the Catalan Minister in exile, Lluís
Puig. The Court opposed his extradition to Spain, arguing that if extradited to Spain, Mr. Puig
would not be treated impartially or in alignment with his rights as a European citizen.
Similarly, the High Court of Schleswig-Holstein in Germany denied the extradition of Mr.
Puigdemont for the charges of rebellion or sedition because they considered the organization of
a peaceful referendum could not constitute such crimes.
It is not a question of supporting the ideas defended by the Members Carles Puigdemont, Toni
Comín and Clara Ponsatí; it is about defending parliamentary immunity against the justice
system of a Member State that has proved its willingness to persecute those who organized a
referendum so that the citizens of Catalonia could freely express their opinion. It is important to
remember, that members of the Government of Catalonia and two civil society leaders were
given sentences that amounted to a total of 100 years in prison for this reason.
Therefore, we ask Members of the European Parliament to oppose the request for the waiver of
the parliamentary immunity of Carles Puigdemont, Toni Comín and Clara Ponsatí, by voting no
to the Committee’s proposal, and thus to oppose the goal of an authoritarian justice system that
persecutes democratic and peaceful political dissent.
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