Statement by the Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding the
statements of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkey and the
press release of the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs 29/03/2013

The Government of Cyprus wishes and aims for a solution to the Cyprus
problem the soonest possible, through negotiations on the basis and in
accordance with the resolutions of the UN Security Council and in the
framework of the United Nations.
Cyprus’ natural resources, including hydrocarbons, belong to the only state
in Cyprus, namely the Republic of Cyprus, and to the Cyprus people as a
whole.
With the solution of the Cyprus problem, Cyprus’ natural resources, including
hydrocarbons, will remain in the ownership of the state of Cyprus, as this will
evolve with the solution, and of the Cyprus people which is constituted by
the two communities of Cyprus, but it does not include the Turkish settlers.
It is the right and obligation of the Government of Cyprus to manage Cyprus’
natural resources, including hydrocarbons, for the benefit of Cyprus and its
people, in the same way and to the same extent as the government of every
independent, sovereign and democratic state has.
The Government of Cyprus categorically rejects every idea and proposal for a
two state solution. The 1960 Accords, to which the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Turkey refers, provided for a single state in Cyprus. Turkey, which
likes to repeat that it is a Guarantor Power, should remember that it signed
treaties which guaranteed the independence, the territorial integrity and the
security of the Republic of Cyprus. The Turkish references to “two peoples”,
“joint ownership of the island”, “equitable sharing” of hydrocarbons and “two
states” in Cyprus constitute a refusal and a violation of what it guaranteed
itself.
The people of Cyprus goes through difficult times because of the great
economic crisis. With its attitude, the Turkish Government clearly shows that
it tries to take advantage of these difficult times in order to gain political and
economic benefits.
The Government of Cyprus focuses on rapid handling of the economic crisis,
and the people of Cyprus is determined, with responsibility, determination
and unity, to re-open the way towards development and prosperity. At the
same time, the necessary preparation is being made to resume the soonest
possible the process for finding a solution to the Cyprus problem in the

framework of the mandate of good offices of the UN Secretary-General, with
the aim of getting rid of the Turkish occupation and restoring the unity of
Cyprus in accordance with the resolutions of the UN Security Council and
international law.

