




RSV DISEASEINFLUENZA

The Organising Committee of the 
Seventh ESWI Influenza Conference 
was very excited to launch the Virtual 
edition of #ESWI2020.

We felt it is has never been more important to connect 
and come together with influenza, RSV disease, 
COVID-19 experts and policy makers. COVID-19 has 
clearly shown that a previously unknown pathogen 
may strike at any time, in any place and without any 
warning. There is a clear need for countries to have 
the capacity to maintain effective alert and response 
systems to detect and quickly react to outbreaks and 
to share information about such outbreaks rapidly and 
transparently.

ESWI has been putting influenza pandemic 
preparedness on the agenda of society for 3 decades 
now. Influenza and COVID-19 clearly have overlapping 
pandemic preparedness strategies. Policy makers 
and scientists responsible for managing this raging 
COVID-19 pandemic have turned to historical 
experience with influenza pandemics and for good 
reason. Intervention strategies perspectives need to be 
addressed urgently and the clinical perspectives and 
pathogenesis perspectives of influenza virus, RSV and 
SARS-CoV-2 need to be discussed between peers and 
stakeholders.

We had hoped to reschedule the Seventh ESWI 
Influenza Conference “live version” later at the 
beginning of December, but in September already 
it became clear that large gatherings would still be 
prohibited and existing travel bans would still be in 
place, and additionally we wanted to prioritize the 
health and safety of our faculty and attendees. We had 
therefore decided to go ‘virtual’, and to make the 7th 
ESWI Influenza Conference a virtual Conference. 



This was our programme:
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Proceedings of the conference will be 
Special Issue of Vaccine, Elsevier.
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Separate report of the 
Science Policy Interface 
track is disseminated end 
of December 2020 and 
downloadable on the 
influenzaconference.org site.


