RESTORATION OF RAISED
BOG: THIS IS WHY
The Engbertsdijksvenen raised bog reserve is
battling serious drought. For the bog to grow, it
needs water, and lots of it. A healthy raised bog
provides a natural storage for carbon dioxide and
reduces carbon emissions.

ENGBERTSDIJKSVENEN IS A
UNIQUE NATURE RESERVE
IN THE NETHERLANDS
A quiet expanse of rare raised bog. A landscape
that hosts such unique plants as peat mosses and
attracts rare animals including the black-necked
grebe and the common crane. There is a reason
why Engbertsdijksvenen forms part of Natura
2000, the network of Europe’s most precious nature
protection areas.

Full restoration of the raised bog requires measures
both within and outside the reserve. These measures
must be aimed at extending water retention and
raising the reserve’s water levels to enable peat
mosses to regenerate. This would give the raised bog
an opportunity to recover.
Engbertsdijksvenen is one of a handful of places in
Europe where recovery of the raised bog system is
still possible. For this reason, the project is brought
about with funding from LIFE, the European funding
instrument for projects including the conservation of
Natura 2000 habitats.
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WATER RETENTION
The area will be compartmentalised by means of
embankments. These embankments will retain rain
water in the various compartments.
Each compartment is assigned its own water level.
Water levels are carefully regulated by means of
culverts and weirs between the compartments to
optimise water retention across the area.

RAISED BOG RECOVERY:
THE MEASURES
Water is key in any raised bog landscape.
A range of measures must be taken to improve
water retention.

be shared with conservation specialists of other
raised bog sites in both the Netherlands and
abroad.

Measures may include the removal of young
trees and woodland, filling in ditches and
repairing or building embankments. Measures
in the area surrounding the reserve are required
to help raise the groundwater level in the area.

Careful execution
The plans will be carefully drafted with local
residents, businesses, nature organisations and
interested parties. The works in progress will be
visible in the area. Visitors may be affected by
the works, for instance as access to the site is
restricted.

The AddMire LIFE project aims to repair
and build embankments and fill in ditches.
Monitoring the effects is of key importance to
obtain sustainable results. Best practices will
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RAISED BOG RECOVERY:
COLLABORATING PARTIES
The Province of Overijssel and Staatsbosbeheer
(the National Forest Service in the Netherlands)
have joined forces in the Engbertsdijksvenen
nature reserve to implement rain water retention
measures as part of the AddMire LIFE project.

For more information
www.overijssel.nl/addmirelife
www.engbertsdijksvenen.nl

LTO Noord (The Northern Netherlands Agricultural
and Horticultural Organisation) is heading
redevelopment plans for the nature reserve’s
surrounding agricultural and other land.
Parties collaborate with the municipalities of
Twenterand, Hardenberg and Tubbergen, the
Vechtstromen water board and the Natuur en
Milieu Overijssel foundation.
The AddMire LIFE project received funding from
the European Union LIFE programme.

AddMire LIFE Key data
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