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Echoes of Ji.hlava in Cairo: Contemporary Documentary

Cinema Comes to Zawya Cinema
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The first edition of Echoes of Ji.hlava in Cairo will take place from 17 to 20 June
2026 at Zawya Cinema in Downtown Cairo, presenting a curated selection of films
from the 29th edition of Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival, which took
place in October 2025 in Czechia.

The programme offers a distinctive insight into contemporary auteur documentary cinema.
Through intimate personal stories and socially engaged filmmaking, Echoes of Ji.hlava in
Cairo explores themes of identity, care, displacement, and belonging across different
social, cultural, and personal contexts.

Organized in cooperation with Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival, Zawya
Cinema, Czech Centres, and the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Cairo, the programme
brings four documentary films to Cairo audiences, accompanied by a discussion with
Czech filmmaker Markéta Ekrt Valkova and a public masterclass dedicated to
documentary filmmaking.
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“Echoes of Ji.hlava in Cairo introduces Egyptian audiences to a selection of powerful
contemporary documentaries from one of Europe’s leading documentary film festivals. The
programme creates space for reflection on urgent human questions — from migration and
belonging to care, family, and dignity,” says Tereza Svaskova, the Czech Centres
representative.

The opening night will take place on 17 June at 7 PM with the screening of Amira’s
Children, followed by a discussion with filmmaker Markéta Ekrt Valkova.

On June 17, between 6 and 7 PM, representatives of the Czech Centres, Ji.hlava
IDFF, and director Markéta Ekrt Valkova will be available for journalists at Zawya
Cinema. Ekrt Valkova is the director of the acclaimed documentary Amira’s
Children, which follows ten years in the life of the Alhariri family, who fled the war in
Syria and settled in the Czech Repubilic.

PROGRAMME

17 June, 7 PM
Opening ceremony and screening of Amira’s Children
* discussion with filmmaker Markéta Ekrt Valkova

The Alhariri family, fleeing war, finds an unexpected home in Czechia. The film follows the
family’s 10-year journey of hope, struggle, and belonging in a powerful documentary
portrait.

Tickets:

https:/lelcinema.com/en/booking/2100454/

18 June, 7 PM
The Cats, the Sea, and Everything in Between

Documentary filmmaker Karel Malkoun returns from Canada to crisis-stricken Lebanon in
2022. What begins as a short family visit becomes a collage-like diary reflecting on home,
distance, and a country in prolonged decay.

Tickets:
https://lelcinema.com/en/booking/2100455/
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19 June, 7 PM
What About Petey?

This intimate observational documentary highlights the patience and dedication of people
who have decided to devote their lives to caring for others. Peter is nearly eighteen, with
the physique of an adult man, and lives with autism spectrum disorder, which makes it
difficult for him to express his feelings and needs. His father, sister, and assistants try to
create a safe and accepting environment despite aggression, limited financial support, and
insufficient institutional care.

Tickets:
https://lelcinema.com/en/booking/2100456/

20 June, 11 AM-12:30 PM

Masterclass with Markéta Ekrt Valkova
Markéta Ekrt Valkova studied at the Film School in Zlin and the Department of
Documentary Film at FAMU. In addition to a number of documentaries and series
for Czech Television, she also directed the feature-length documentary Mara Goes
to Heaven (2022), about mountaineer Marek Holecek.

The masterclass will be held in English.
Admission is free, registration required.

Masterclass registration
https://shorturl.at/Q5z48

20 June, 7 PM
Bilirglkopf

“You broke my heart when you said that the cow has a better life than us.”
The film contrasts the idyllic Tyrolean landscape around Burglkopf mountain with

the harsh reality of a refugee centre hidden at the mountain’s top. Although access
to the facility is restricted, interviews and testimonies from former residents and
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supportive locals reveal how dignity and hope can persist within an inhumane
bureaucratic system.

Tickets:
https:/lelcinema.com/work/2100457/

VENUE

Zawya Cinema

15 Emad El Deen Street
Downtown Cairo

Tickets are available at Zawya Cinema and through the cinema website:
https://elcinema.com/festival/1001872/

Echoes of Ji.hlava in Cairo is organized in cooperation with:
Ji.hlava International Documentary Film Festival

Zawya Cinema

Czech Centres

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Cairo

Supported by:
Lavaris
Emco

We warmly invite audiences in Cairo to discover Echoes of Ji.hlava in Cairo — a
programme of contemporary documentary films exploring personal stories, social
realities, and urgent questions of belonging, care, and human dignity.
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