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Oto Sladek, *1972 Poloprofesionalni fotograf, kybernetik, basnik, cestovatel. Pochazi z Vychodnich Cech

a zije v Pardubicich. Stylové se zaméfuje na minimalismus a ,contemplative photography” s obasnymi
presahy do dalSich smérl napf. vyrazné graficky a barevné pojimana street fotografie. Za svoje soucasné
fotografické vzory oznacuje predevsim J. Maisela, V. Birguse, R. Kalhouse. Z historickych pak zejména J.
Funkeho.

Fotografii se vénuje dlouhodobé. Diky své profesi jednak hodné cestuje zejména po severni polokouli, a také
se dostdva na nezvykla mista, od pousti, po tundru, od industridlnich objektd, az po galerie, kde hleda
motivy pro svoji tvorbu. Vizudlni pfistup vzdy kombinuje s kratkou textovou poetickou formou, ktera dotvari
individualni zapisky mista, dojm( z atmosféry. Tato tvorba ,ndznaki" se s fotograficky minimalistickou
formou dobre doplnuje. Inspiraci je mu ,toulani”, tak trochu ukradené chvilky, kdy mize ,prepnout” na témér
podprahové vnimani svéta a struktur okolo nas. Typickou soucasti jeho fotografii je pak urcita ,hra“ se
saturaci. Poslednich 11 let fotografuje vyhradné na techniku Fujifilm.

Veskeré prijmy a dalsi podpora z tvorby je vénovana na konto Mobilniho hospicu Ondrasek
www.mhondrasek.cz
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Oto Sladek, *1972 is a semi-professional photographer, cyberneticist, poet, traveller. He comes from
Eastern Bohemia and lives in Pardubice. Stylistically, he focuses on minimalism and “contemplative
photography” with occasional overlaps in other directions, such as the distinctively graphical and colour-
conceived street photography. He describes J. Maisel, V. Birgus and R. Kalhouse as his current photographic
role models, of the historical ones, especially J. Funke.

He has been involved in photography for a long time. Due to his profession, he travels a lot, especially

in the northern hemisphere, and he often gets to unusual places, from a desert to tundra or from industrial
buildings to galleries, where he looks for motives for his work. He always combines the visual approach
with a short text of a poetic form, which completes the individual notes of the place, the impressions

of the atmosphere. This creation of “hints” complements the photographic minimalist form very well.

He is inspired by “wandering”, in some sort of stolen moments, when he can “switch” to an almost
subliminal perception of the world or structures around us. A typical part of his photographs is a certain
“game” with saturation. For the last 11 years, he has been photographing exclusively on Fujifilm technology.

All income and other support from the work is donated to the account of the Ondrasek Mobile Hospice
www.mhondrasek.cz
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Oto Sladek (1972) zije trvale v Pardubicich. Jeho profese odbornika v oblasti kybernetiky mu vSak souc¢asné
umoznuje navstévovat rizné kouty celého svéta. Toto spojeni patficné vyuziva i ve své fotografické ¢innosti.
V poslednich deseti letech se soustiedi hlavné na préci s fotografickymi pFistroji spole¢nosti Fuji, jichz se
stal i ambasadorem. K uméni ho privedl na stfedni $kole akademicky malif Josef Mathias Minarik, ktery mu
pomohl s uvédoménim si praktickych aspektl tvorby uméni a jeho vztahu k realité. Sdm fotograf toto setkani
povaZuje za zlomovy zZivotni okamzik. Dal$im milnikem jeho uméleckého badani bylo setkani s ,Bauhausem®.
Funkcionalisticka jednoduchost, kterou predvedl napriklad Jaromir Funke, méla na Oto Sladka vyrazny vliv.
Soucasné prace s barvou Vasilije Kandinského postupné formovaly jeho vidéni svéta, které prenesl ¢asem
do svych fotografii. Autor ve své tvorbé cilené hleda linky a priseciky, které zvou divaka do svéta zdanlivé
jednoduchosti. Snimky ovsem vyjadruji cosi vice nez minimalistickou konstrukci. Pozorovateli nabizi svét
obraz(, které jsou navzdory jejich jednoduchosti vyplnéné pribéhy. Lehce prebarvené scény vsak v sobé
skryvaji cosi tajemné poetického. Fotograf priznava, Ze byl v détstvi ovlivnén hlavné Josefem Sudkem. Tento
otisk minulosti vsak pretavuje a do jisté miry tak vytvari jakysi novy smér, ktery by se dal nazvat , poetickym
minimalismem®. Svoji roli sehrava i skute¢nost, Ze autorova profese kybernetika mu umoznuje nahlizet do
svéta analyzy i abstrakce. Svym specifickym pohledem na svét tak bori konvenéni pristup k minimalistické
fotografii a nastoluje novy smér ve vnimani jednoduchosti reality.

IVO ZIDEK
kurator
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JUST ONE BREATH

Oto Sladek (1972) lives in Pardubice. However, his profession as a cybernetic expert also allows him to
visit different parts of the world. He thoroughly uses this connection in his photographic activities. For

the last ten years, he has focused mainly on working with Fuji cameras, of which he has also become an
ambassador. He was introduced to art at high school by the academic painter Josef Mathias Minarik, who
helped Oto Sladek come to realize the practical aspects of creating art and its relationship to reality. The
photographer himself considers this meeting to be a turning point in his life. Another milestone in his artistic
research was his meeting with the ,Bauhaus”. Functionalist simplicity, demonstrated by Jaromir Funke, for
example, had a significant influence on Oto Sladek. At the same time, Vasily Kandinsky's work with colour
gradually shaped Sladek’s vision of the world, which he eventually transferred into his photographs. In his
work, the author purposefully searches for lines and intersections that invite the viewer into the world of
apparent simplicity. However, the images express something more than a minimalist construction. They
offer the observer a world of images which, despite their simplicity, are filled with stories. The slightly
coloured scenes hide something mysteriously poetic though. The photographer admits that he was mainly
influenced by Josef Sudek as a child. However, Oto Sladek recasts this imprint of the past, and to a certain
extent, he creates a kind of new direction, which could be called ,poetic minimalism®. The fact that the
author's profession of cybernetics allows him to look into the world of analysis and abstraction also plays
a role. With his specific view of the world, he breaks the conventional approach to minimalist photography
and sets a new direction in the perception of the simplicity of reality.

IVO ZIDEK
curator



