
Module 1.2: Making Connections 
 Worksheet 1 

How can you make the conversation sound friendlier? 
Complete the mini-dialogues with the discourse markers in the 
box. Sometimes, more than one choice is possible. The first 
one is done as an example. 

1. Alison: Last year, I took my daughter to visit New York City. 

Bethany: … Lucky you! / Oh wow! / Really?… I’d love to go to New York 
City one day!

2. Alison: I’d like to visit the art museum while I’m here. I heard that it’s pretty 
impressive.

Bethany: It is, ………………………….. It’s got a big collection of modern art, 
with some famous paintings.

3. Alison: I saw the new Star Wars movie the other day, but I didn’t think it 
was that great.

Bethany: ………………………….. I thought it was pretty good, but I’m not a 
huge Star Wars fan. Are you?

4. Alison: I might have to leave the meeting early to take my son to the 
doctor.

Bethany: ……………………………. I hope it’s nothing serious.

�

Sorry to hear that. Actually, Really? You’re right.

Oh wow! Lucky you! How sad.



5. Alison: Have you ever been to the United States?

Bethany: ………………….. I went there a few years ago on a business trip, 
to Chicago.

6. Alison: I used to have a dog, but it passed away 3 months ago.

Bethany: ……………………… One time, when I was a kid, my cat ran away. 
I think I cried for a week. Have you always had pets?

7. Alison: My mom is French, but my dad is from Italy. At home, I learned 
Italian growing up, and now I’m learning English for work. 

Bethany: …………………………! So you speak 3 languages? Do you ever 
confuse them in your head?

�



Module 1.2: Making Connections 
 Worksheet 2 

With just a short expression, you can show that you have a 
connection to the other person. Choose the correct expression 
to complete the response. Only one choice is possible. 

�

Me too. Me neither .       So did I. So are we.

Mine too.   So are mine.         Neither did I.

1. A. I’m not really a big fan of television 
series.

B. …Me neither… generally, but I like to 
watch The Mentalist when I have time.

2. A. My niece is graduating from high 
school this year.

B. …………………………. She’s planning 
to go to college to study biology 
afterwards.

3. A. My colleagues are planning to do the 
company soccer tournament next year. 

B. ………………………….…….. They’ve 
already recruited people for their team, in 
fact! 

4. A. I grew up on the coast, near Miami 
Beach.

B. Really? …………………………………… 
I mean, not near Miami Beach, but on the 
coast. In Brittany in fact.

5. A. I didn’t know that they’re closing the 
Pittsburgh office. 

B. …………………………………..…… I 
just found out yesterday. What a surprise.

6. A. I have two cats. I love animals. 
B. Oh, ……………………………. But I 
have two dogs. What are your cats’ 
names?

7. A. We’ve always wanted to go to Italy, 
and next July, we’re going for summer 
vacation. 

B. You’re kidding! ………………..…………. 
What part of Italy are you going to?



Module 1.2: Making Connections 
 Worksheet 3

When making small talk, you never know what the subject of 
conversation will be. Nevertheless, it’s important to try to make 
some connection with the other person. 

You can do this by listening carefully to identify different 
subjects and then by saying something that shows a 
connection, even if it’s a distant connection. 

Read the prompts. For each prompt, the general subject is 
indicated. Write something that you could say in response. 
Your response should show a connection. Try to use 
expressions from Worksheet 1 & Worksheet 2 when possible. 

Bonus points if you finish your response with a question to 
continue the conversation :-)
 
1. (CURRENT EVENTS) “I heard on the news that there was another attack 

in Istanbul.”

2. (FAMILY) “We don’t celebrate Christmas, actually. My family’s Jewish. But 
we often go to my parents’ or my in-laws’ for Hanukkah.”

�



3. (WORK) “I’ve pretty much always worked for HexaPara. But I when I 
started, I worked in the Seattle office, and now I’m based in Philadelphia.”

4. (CHILDHOOD) “When I was a kid, we used to always go to DisneyWorld 
for vacation. I think I’ve been there at least 10 times!”
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Module 1.2: Making Connections 
 Correction Worksheet 1  

Making the conversation sound friendlier 

1. Last year, I took my daughter to visit New York City. 
Lucky you! / Oh wow! / Really? I’d love to go to New York City one day!

2. I’d like to visit the art museum while I’m here. I heard that it’s pretty 
impressive.
It is, actually / you’re right. It’s got a big collection of modern art, with some 
famous paintings.

3. I saw the new Star Wars movie the other day, but I didn’t think it was that 
great.
Really? / Actually I thought it was pretty good, but I’m not a huge Star Wars 
fan. Are you?

4. I might have to leave the meeting early to take my son to the doctor.
Sorry to hear that. I hope it’s nothing serious.

5. Have you ever been to the United States?
Actually, I went there a few years ago on a business trip, to Chicago.

6. I used to have a dog, but it passed away 3 months ago.
How sad. / Sorry to hear that. One time, when I was a kid, my cat ran away. 
I think I cried for a week. Have you always had pets?

7. My mom is French, but my dad is from Italy. At home, I learned Italian 
growing up, and now I’m learning English for work. 
Oh wow! / Really? / Lucky you! So you speak 3 languages? Do you ever 
confuse them in your head?
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 Correction Worksheet 2 
Showing that you have a connection 

�

1. A. I’m not really a big fan of 
television series.

B. …Me neither… generally, but I 
like to watch The Mentalist when I 
have time.

2. A. My niece is graduating from 
high school this year.

B. Mine too. She’s planning to go to 
college to study biology afterwards.

3. A. My colleagues are planning to 
do the company soccer tournament 
next year. 

B. So are mine. They’ve already 
recruited people for their team, in 
fact! 

4. A. I grew up on the coast, near 
Miami Beach.

B. Really? So did I. I mean, not near 
Miami Beach, but on the coast. In 
Brittany in fact.

5. A. I didn’t know that they’re closing 
the Pittsburgh office. 

B. Neither did I. I just found out 
yesterday. What a surprise.

6. A. I have two cats. I love animals. B. Oh, me too. But I have two dogs. 
What are your cats’ names?

7. A. We’ve always wanted to go to 
Italy, and next July, we’re going for 
summer vacation. 

B. You’re kidding! So are we. What 
part of Italy are you going to?



Module 1.2: Making Connections 
 Possible Responses For Worksheet 3 

1. (CURRENT EVENTS) “I heard on the news that there was another attack 
in Istanbul. I have some friends in Istanbul, but I saw on Facebook that 
they’re ok.”

So did I, how sad. Yes, it’s scary. When there was the attack in Paris in 
2015, I checked Facebook too, to see if my friends were ok. What do 
your friends do in Istanbul?

2. (FAMILY) “We don’t celebrate Christmas, actually. My family’s Jewish. But 
we often go to my parents’ or my in-laws’ for Hanukkah.”

Oh, right. I used to have a neighbor who celebrated Hanukkah, before I 
moved to Philadelphia. She always told me how good the food was. 
What do you do to celebrate Hanukkah exactly? 

3. (WORK) “I’ve pretty much always worked for HexaPara. But I when I 
started, I worked in the Seattle office, and now I’m based in Philadelphia.”

Really? On the last project I did, one of the team members was also 
based in Philadelphia. I think her name was Susan Ryder. Do you know 
her?

4. (CHILDHOOD) “When I was a kid, we used to always go to DisneyWorld 
for vacation. I think I’ve been there at least 10 times!”

Lucky you! I’ve always wanted to visit DisneyWorld in the US. But 
maybe this summer, we’ll take our 2 daughters to Disneyland Paris. 
Have you ever been there?
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