
Tame the Hot Potato:  
Jennie, Chris, & Christina 

talking about what they think of the French 

Watch the video & try to understand the answers to these 
questions. The questions are in order.

1. Where are Jennie, Chris, and Christina from? 

2. What is Jennie’s image of French people? Why is it this? 

3. List at least 2 stereotypes that the Germans have about the French, 

according to Jennie. 

4. Does she agree with the stereotypes? 

5. What does Jennie think about French food? 

6. According to Christina, what are French people’s reaction when she tells 

them “I’m going to England”? 

7. Chris says “The French seem a bit more standoffish and….” What does this 

word mean? 

8. In Chris’ opinion, what is on explanation for this impression (that the French 

seem standoffish)? 

9. According to Christina, what is the explanation for this impression? 

10. According to Christina & Jennie, why do people 

talk to each other in the US and in England?
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Here are the answers to the questions!

1. Jennie's from North London in England, Chris was born in London, but 

traveled a lot while growing up, and Christina is from Mississippi. 

2. She has a good image of French people because she’s spent quite a lot of 

time traveling in France and everyone has been friendly.  

3. They don’t like working, they don’t work hard enough, they don’t like it if you 

don’t speak a different language, the French don’t like it if you don’t speak 

French, the French think their food is the best in the world. 

4.No 

5. That it’s the best food in the world. 

6. They ask here what she’s going to eat, or they say that the food is going to 

be terrible 

7. That they’re reserved and a bit cold.  

8. The sound of the language 

9. In France, you don’t want to bother people you don’t know by making 

conversation with them. It’s like coming into their inner sphere without an 

invitation. You’re intruding on their privacy. 

10. Because sitting in silence is uncomfortable, and because you’re supposed to

be part of everybody’s inner sphere. It’s about showing empathy and interest 

in the people around you. 
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Here is the transcription of the video. Every. Single. Word.
Christina: Um, Jennie, tell us who you are and where you’re from. 

Jennie: Hi, my name’s Jennie Wright and I’m originally from North London in England. 

Christina: Alright, and Chris, where you from? 

Chris: Oh I was born in London, but we traveled around England & Scotland as I was growing 

up, so my accent is probably a mix of both. 

Christina: Everything yeah. 

Chris: Everything yeah

Christina: Like me, I’m from Mississippi, but everybody’s like “You don’t sound like it. 

Chris: No. 

Christina: Because I’ve lived in France for twelve years. So right, OK, so umm, so we’re talking 

about, like, what people think of French people. ‘Cause, uh, a lot of people were interested in, 

like, how other people see the French. So, um, I don’t know Jennie, what’s your image of 

French people. 

Jennie: Well, I always have a very good image of French people because I’ve spent quite a lot 

of time traveling, so everyone’s always really friendly, but, I think, I work in Germany and 

there’s, the Germans have quite a big stereotype of the French. They say “They don’t like 

working,” uhhh, “they don’t work hard enough,” they don’t like it if you try to speak a different 

language.” So a lot of the, a lot of the stereotypes, I don’t think are true… 

Christina: Yeah. 

Jennie: But I have to admit that you do hear the same stereotypes. 

Christina: The same things, yeah. 

Jennie: And often, it’s, yeah, the French don’t like it if you can’t speak French, so don’t go, and 

of course the French think their food is the best in the world… 

Christina: Which is true 

Jennie: Which I think it, it is 
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Christina: Yeah right, I think that’s…yeah. But I think also, ‘cause like when I tell people, like, “Oh,

I’m going to England”, the first thing they say, they’re like “What are you going to eat?” or like, 

you know “Oh, ok well…” 

Jennie: And it’s the best food ever 

Christina: …it’s going to be terrible.” Yeah, because they just think French food is so much 

better, but it is good, so… 

Jennie: Yeah. 

Christina: Yeah, right. Um, Chris, what about you? 

Chris: I think I’ve got the same impression of French people. 

Christina: OK, yeah… 

Chris: Maybe that’s because English people don’t seem to like French people very much. 

Christina: Right, yeah, yeah, yeah. 

Chris: It’s a very ongoing thing. 

Christina: Yeah. 

Chris: And also, um, I don’t know, uh, they seem a bit more…standoffish and reserved, maybe… 

Christina: Mmm, mmmhmm, like kind of cold… 

Chris: A bit. 

Jennie: Yeah, maybe not as warm as, oh I don’t know. 

Chris: The thing is it does feel a very different culture 

Christina & Jennie: Mmm. Yeah. 

Chris: Just because of the sound of the language. Everything is, is completely different.  
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Christina: Yeah, right, yeah. That’s what, I think, because like in France, from what I’ve learned 

about, from living there, is that it’s like you don’t intrude on people’s privacy or you don’t want 

to, in fact, it’s like you don’t want to bother them by speaking to them, and, and becoming like 

a part of, I don’t know, their inner sphere 

Jennie: OK.

Christina: Uh, whereas, like, I think in the US, and like in Britain, it’s more like you talk to people 

because you don’t want to just sit there in silence 

Jennie: No. 

Christina: …because that’s really uncomfortable. 

Jennie: And you, you are supposed to be part of everybody’s inner sphere. 

Christina: Yeah. 

Jennie: You know, it’s more like that. 

Christina: Yeah. Like you’re not meant to…It’s not ‘cause you, like, talk, chat for two seconds on 

the bus that you’re going to be best friends for life.   

Jennie: But you chat, 

Christina: Just to… 

Jennie: Just because you…do. 

Chris: You tend to open up and chat 

Jennie: Yeah 

Chris: …about your personal things to strangers. 

Christina: Yeah. Yeah, yeah. Exactly. 

Jennie: It’s like empathy. 

Christina: Yeah. 

Jennie: You want to know people are around you, and that you care about people around you, 

and you’re interested in people around you. 
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Christina: Yeah, so it’s just, like, a difference. Right, ok. Well, thank you very much then. 

Jennie: You’re welcome! 

Chris: Welcome! 

Christina: Yay! Is this going to work? Alright, Jennie, push the button


