
 The authentic 
 French holiday specialist

All luggage transfers included 

Quality accommodation 
handpicked by our experts

Customise your holiday

2017
Cycling  
holidays 



Northern France
A Royal Ride to Versailles  

Prestige Emerald Coast Cycling

Baie de Somme

Eastern France
Alsace Prestige en Vélo

Burgundy Prestige en Vélo

Canal du Nivernais Cycling

Central France
Ardèche Adventures 

Along the Leisurely Loire

Loire Family Discovery

Château to Château en Vélo 

Via Rhona by Bike

Loire Prestige en Vélo 

Western France
Classic Cognac Cycling 

Coast & Basque Mountains 

Châteaux of the Charente 

Luxury Grand Cru Tour 

Dordogne Prestige en Vélo 

La Vélodyssée

Southern France
Provence Prestige en Vélo 

Provençal Cycling 

Canal du Midi Prestige

Welcome to the real France. Bienvenue à la  
vraie France. The Belle France.

As the only French travel specialist offering 
walking, cycling and canal holidays, we take 
pride in offering an authentic French experience.

For over 30 years we have been seeking out  
the best hotels, restaurants, the most picturesque 
routes, building a network of friends across  
the country.

The result is a wonderful taste of France, 
discovered at your own pace; holidays carefully 
crafted to fit the most discerning holiday maker.

Discover  
Belle France

Easy going routes 

Our bi-lingual staff look  
after you all the way 

100% financial safety  
with the Holiday Trust Fund
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Western France:
Evening falls on the 
majestic Place de la 
Bourse in Bordeaux.
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The authentic experience

Expertise and experience

Exceptional accommodation

Prestige holidays

Bonjour team

Design your own cycling holiday 

Exploring France on two wheels
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Take the luxury route. The finest of France. 
First class travel, stunning accommodation 
and Michelin starred cuisine. Treat yourself 
to a cycling holiday with all the extras.

Prestige
Holidays
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Our cycling holidays
Set your route. Customise your holiday 
to suit your style. Then set out and enjoy 
France at its best. At your own pace. We 
look after your luggage and prepare your 
end of day welcome. Next day, repeat. 
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We not only speak the language. Many 
of us have lived there. We understand 
France. We love France.

It’s a passion that lies at the heart of 
everything we do as we discover the 
new, revisit the old favourites and 
assemble our tours for the year.

As everyone knows, France is a 
gloriously beautiful, romantic country. 
All you need is someone knowledgeable 
to open the door and point you in the 
right direction.

Belle France was a 
pleasure to work with!
The trip was excellent, 
everything we’d hoped 
it would be.
Laura and Ryan (Cambridge USA)

Discover the hidden
Places we know and love are nearly 
always those that are off the well-worn 
tourist path. Let us point the way for you.

Taste France
The true pleasure of cycling France is in 
the eating. And drinking. At every stop we 
ensure something special is on the table.

Routes to impress
Get to see the best from the best vantage 
points. We select our favourite routes, so 
you see France at her most beautiful.

Central France:
Crusty, warm and perfectly 
baked. A treat from the 
Ardèche Sunday market.
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When it comes to organization, there is no 
replacement for 30 years experience.

The Belle France team is made up of 
walkers and cyclists, people who know 
what to do and how to make things run 
smoothly.

Our operations on the ground are geared 
to ensure the highest standards, so you can 
relax in the knowledge that you are in the 
capable hands of people who really care.

Eastern France:
Welcome to the source 
of world renowned 
Burgundy wines. 
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We carry your bags
Just leave them with us and cycle light. We take 
them on ahead while you relax and enjoy your day.

Your itinerary pack
Before your departure you will get a full pack 
including cycling notes, an IGN map with your 
route marked and all our support details. It’s easy 
to follow, so you can be sure to find the most 
scenic viewpoints and the best picnic spots.
 
Your pack will also contain contact details for  
our team, should you need assistance while 
you’re away. 

We take care of you
We are never very far away if you need us. If 
you require extra reassurance, we offer English 
speaking reps in Loire, Dordogne and Limousin 
Périgord. On each holiday page we indicate the 
level of representation available.

54

Roger has worked as a Belle France 
rep for over 10 years and his extensive 
knowledge of his regions: Charente 
and the Dordogne, coupled with his 
willingness to assist whenever required 
make him a BF favourite with our clients.



‘Welcome to your châteaux’. 
Now, that’s something you 
don’t hear every night.

7

We have strict criteria about all the 
accommodation we select, from the 
charming boutique hotels to the wonderfully 
fairytale châteaux. Obviously location, 
comfortable beds and so on are all carefully 
considered. But also high on our list is the 
warmth and hospitality of your hosts. In our 
experience, it is this quality that puts the 
cherry on the cake and ensures a stay fondly 
lingers in the memory.

Bed, Breakfast & more
Most of our holidays are half 
board (breakfast and evening 
meal are included). Sometimes 
if there is no restaurant at your 
hotel we include a dinner at a 
selected local restaurant, unless 
otherwise stated on a B&B basis. 

Make yourself at home
We know the people who run 
the hotels we use very well. So 
if you have any special dietary 
or other requirements just let us 
know. Our hoteliers are always 
willing and able to help.

Fresh and delicious 
gourmet cuisine
We’ve discovered there are 
two reasons why French food 
is so wonderful: the quality of 
the produce and the passion 
of the cooking. We make sure 
both are always on the menu.
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Indulge in a little French luxury. After all, 
it may be an anniversary or you may just 
deserve a treat. Luxuriate in gorgeous 
accommodation, eat Michelin starred 
food and be transported there first class. 
We can do that. We call it Prestige. And it 
really is prestige.

98

Room at the château
From boutique hotels to historic châteaux, 
we offer the opportunity to stay in special 
style. Relax in the pool or chill out with 
a relaxing massage. It’s all possible.

Travel first class
Start as you mean to continue with first class 
Eurostar tickets. Arrive totally relaxed and 
ready to hit the road.  

Prestige upgrades
Some of our standard holidays have the 
option of upgrading your accommodation or 
dining options for an extra special experience.  

Give us a call on 01580 849262 to enquire.

Prestige
Holidays

A warm fire, a gourmet 
meal and your bedroom 
upstairs. Perfection.
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Say hello to team Belle France. Great 
people with a passion for all things 
French. Many of them have lived in 
France and speak fluent French. So they 
know and love the territory. And together 
they have over 30 years experience in 
showing walkers and cyclists the very 
best of this wonderful country.

1110

Catherine
Catherine is French and is our 
Product Development Manager, 
she is continually improving 
existing routes and also develops 
new and exciting routes.

Marie
Marie is head of Belle France 
accounts and being French she 
has built up a strong relationship 
with all of our partners and 
suppliers over the years.

Ben
Ben is our IT guy; he keeps 
our website up-to-date and 
manages our social media. 

Alison
Alison is our Finance 
Manager, her favourite 
region of France is Charente.

Kate
Kate is tri lingual, French, 
Spanish and English and 
has worked in travel for 
over 20 years. She is 
Deputy Manager.

Jo
Jo is our Project Manager, 
she loves Paris and is partial 
to a good French wine!

Chris
Chris is our Chief Operating 
Officer, he enjoys family cycling 
holidays in the Dordogne.

Rebecca
Rebecca makes regular visits 
to France to ensure she is 
getting the best for our clients. 

Rob
Rob is our General Manager, 
he’s an experienced long 
distance cyclist with a 
passion for adventure.

Lorna
Lorna took on the role of 
Manager last year, she is a 
fluent French speaker and 
loves cycling and walking 
and organising, so is in the 
perfect job.

Martin
Martin is our Development Manager, he 
is a huge fan of the Tour de France which 
is a great inspiration when looking at new 
holidays



Tailored to you

Design a more relaxed trip 
with less cycling and more 
sight seeing

Add extra nights to enrich 
your itinerary

Modify parts of your route

Add a stop in glorious Paris 
on the way to or from your 
holiday

Upgrade your 
accommodation and dining 
on selected holidays

Your tailored travel pack
Before you depart, you will receive detailed plans for 
your trip. As well as all support details, route notes 
and map, we will include tickets, luggage tags and 
instructions on how to reach your first hotel, whether 
you are travelling by train or car. Everything you need.

Bring your dog
Increasingly, holidaymakers choose to take their pets 
away with them, and Belle France customers are no 
different. Many of the hotels we work with are happy 
to accommodate small, well-behaved dogs – simply 
call us on 01580 849262 to find out which of our 
holidays are best for dogs.

Take a break from pedal 
pushing and make time 
for some glass lifting.

1312

The holiday was fantastic. 
It was a bucket list holiday 
that we really enjoyed.
Mandy (Marylands, Australia)

We are flexible because we want you 
to be absolutely happy with your 
choices. Naturally we will advise you, 
but you have all the options – extra 
days, modify your route or arrange 
some special excursions. Our Prestige 
additions allow you to upgrade 
your accommodation (A château?) 
book top tier restaurants from our 
Gourmet menu and travel first class 
Eurostar. It’s all in your hands.



Whatever your fitness level, you 
set the pace. This is not the Tour 
de France. The idea is you have 
the time and the detailed route 
information to take it all in. To 
thoroughly enjoy it, safe in the 
knowledge that a warm welcome 
(and your luggage) will be there to 
meet you at the end of the day.

14

The service from Belle 
France was exceptional  
in every way. 
Ted and Maureen (Perth, Australia)

Our bikes
Built for comfort rather than speed our 
bikes are usually a tourer/hybrid bike cross. 
Each is matched to customer height, 
fully serviced and ready to go. For those 
wishing to pedal a little less, we offer an 
electric bike option on some holidays.
 
 
 

How far? What about hills?
Our routes are graded as:

Easy | Covers around 30 miles  
per day in flat terrain with an 
occasional ascent.
 
Moderate | Covers up to 35 miles 
per day with occasional hills en 
route, some steep.
 
Challenging | Covers up to 40  
miles per day in rolling countryside 
with some steep hills and regular 
gear changes.

 
 
 

Hello families
We really like hearing from families. It gives 
us a chance to arrange a special itinerary. 
If you don’t want to bring the kids own 
bikes we can supply them on most holidays 
as well as child seats and chariots.

Western France:
The breathtaking Pyrenees. 
This is Basque country, home 
to some serious cycling.

47

15



Let us plan your journey
We also act as agents for all cross-Channel 
operators so please feel free to ask for a 
quotation from the following operators: 

DFDS Seaways
•  Dover to Dunkerque in 2 hours.  

P&O Ferries

•  Dover to Calais in 90 minutes.  
Brittany Ferries 

•   Western Channel routes day and overnight 
sailings. Condor Ferries, speedy same day 
service to St Malo.

Relaxing Rail
Our rail inclusive prices include return rail travel 
from London St Pancras, Ebbsfleet International or 
Ashford International to either Paris or Lille and then 
the onwards French rail journeys to your destination.  
The rail inclusive prices also often include the 
station to hotel transfers. We provide you with clear 
instructions of how to make your journey and we 
include Paris metro tickets, if you need to change 
stations in Paris. The rail inclusive prices for our 
Prestige holidays include first class rail tickets, but of 
course you may ask to upgrade your rail journey on 
any of our holidays.

We work with Eurostar & Voyages SNCF to get the 
best prices and the most flexible fares available to 
give you peace of mind for your journey.

Keep an eye on our 
Facebook and Twitter 
pages for more detail!

If you have previously travelled with  
us or you’re looking to combine two of 
our holidays, please talk to us about our 
loyalty discounts. We often negotiate 
additional discounts throughout the 
year, so do keep in touch by phone or 
email, or keep an eye on our Facebook 
and Twitter pages for more details. We 
also communicate our latest offers in 
our e-newsletters, so make sure you’re 
on our mailing list!

Eurotunnel
Takes you from Folkestone to Calais/Coquelles in  
just 35 minutes. There are simple check-in 
procedures and drive-on carriages make this 
an easy and popular option. Prices available on 
request. Please call for 01580 849262 for timings, 
availability and supplements.

1716
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Discover  
Northern France

Explore the beaches of Brittany, with 
their fascinating war-time history. Visit 
quaint coastal towns like Le Crotoy, where 
Guerlain shared the joys of bathing with 
his Parisian friends.

Take a Royal Ride through the Landscape 
of Kings around the Palace of Versailles. 
Drink champagne in royal Hôtel  
Versailles. Cycle through the Forest of 
Rambouillet, home to glorious wildlife 
and host to numerous international 
summits.

Whatever your interest, whatever your 
pace, there’s a piece of this beautiful 
country waiting for you.

Catherine is French and worked in France for some 
time before moving to England. Belle France is the 
perfect opportunity for her to liaise with her home 
country on a daily basis.   

Catherine’s role is varied: from advising customers on 
destinations to creating new tours, or even preparing travel 
packs and making sure everything is well planned. Recently 
she was delighted to accept her new position as Product 
Development Manager and she is dedicating a lot of her time 
to researching and improving holidays.

Being French, Catherine has a good knowledge on most 
regions. She has taken responsibility for a wide area spreading 
from North, where she was born, to Northern West and 
Northern East and even the Massif Central, which includes the 
Auvergne and the Cévennes with their hilly terrain.

Meet Catherine, our  
Northern France expert

My absolute favourite: 
Baie de Somme
This cycling holiday has been created from scratch by 
myself. I know the Bay very well as I was born nearby. 
Though incredibly beautiful, this bay is little known by the 
English. I’d like people to discover this jewel so close to 
the English coast. It’s easy cycling as well as rather short 
distances each day to leave plenty of opportunities to enjoy 
the tireless miracle of the tides, miles of sandy beaches and 
the Parc du Marquenterre, a heaven for wildlife enthusiasts. 
Many other unexpected surprises await, the port of Saint 
Valéry sur Somme being one of them. Accommodation is 
excellent too. This is a perfect invigorating break.

24

A Royal Ride to Versailles  

Prestige Emerald Coast Cycling

Baie de Somme
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Discover the 
stunningly beautiful  
Brittany coastline.
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5 nights (4 half-board) 

Day 1 Arrive Fontainebleau
Arrive in the early afternoon and visit the castle and 
gardens of Fontainebleau before checking at your 
four star hotel La Demeure du Parc, a former royal 
retreat and now a charming boutique hotel with 
contemporary design and a distinguished ambience, a 
step away from the castle and close to the gastronomic 
restaurants. Have your first gourmet meal in the 
evening at ‘L’Axel’ or ‘Le Caveau des Lys’. HB

Day 2 Day trip through Melun and 
Vaux le Vicomte (35 miles)
Start the day with the unmissable castle of Vaux le 
Vicomte and its French gardens where you can enjoy a 
lunch break at the restaurant. Ride through Melun along 
the banks of the Seine, continue to the 13th and 14th 
castle of Blandy, through medieval villages and, along a 
bike path, return to Fontainebleau. Stretch your legs in 
the park of the château before going out for dinner. B&B

Day 3 Fontainebleau to Huison-
Longueville (Etampes) (33 miles)
Immerse yourself in the peace and tranquillity of the forest 
around Fontainebleau. Its rich and diverse flora and fauna 
will delight nature lovers. Stop in Barbizon a well preserved 
artists village where the pre-impressionists formed 
the school of Barbizon. Plenty to see here: a museum, 
beautiful paintings, art shops and rustic vistas. Before 
Etampes, stop for the night at your immaculate guest 
house Le Clos du Sequoia, set in a manicured garden. 
You will have a taxi transfer to Etampes for dinner. HB

Day 4 Huison-Longueville to Rambouillet (33 miles)
Start the day on a cycle path following the riverbank, 
then quiet country roads to Dourdan with its 13th century 
castle and museum. Admire the architecture from a nearby 
café before setting out for the forest of Rambouillet, 
keeping an eye out for the wallabies. Arrive at Le Relays 
du Château, an ancient 16th coaching inn transformed 
into a comfortable 4 star Mercure hotel a few metres 
away from the château and park entrance. Enjoy a 
gastronomic menu at ‘L’orangerie des Trois Roys’. HB

Day 5 Valley de Chevreuse to Palace 
of Versailles (31 miles)
Admire the beauty of the Valley of Chevreuse and discover 
its treasures: typical small villages, churches, abbeys, 
mansions… Countryside and woods still dominate. Head 
towards the exceptional Palace of Versailles, Unesco 
world heritage site. Take the unique opportunity to cycle 
inside its parks. Let the splendour of the Sun King’s legacy 
permeate your room at the four star hotel Le Versailles. 
Finish with a diner fit for a king at ‘La Table du 21’. HB

MODERATEPRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/versailles

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1499 
Rail Inclusive from £1825    
  
Starting days: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Saturday and 
Sunday

£

2120

Highlights

Château of Vaux le Vicomte and 
its French gardens

Palais de Versailles

Château of 
Fontainebleau, grounds 

and gardens, Unesco 
World Heritage

   Medieval Château of Blandy

  Château of Courance

  Château of Dourdan

   Château de Rambouillet  
and its park

   Cycling in the park of the 
Château de Versailles

   Medieval villages

  Royal city of Dourdan

  Village of Barbizon

  Rambouillet Forest 

   Luxury hotels

  Gastronomic meals

   Fontainebleu Forest

A Royal Ride to  
Versailles
Luxury cycling with forests,  
enchanting villages and royal châteaux

Discover the history and architecture of some of the 
best châteaux South of Paris. Enjoy an easy cycle 
through two of the most beautiful forests of France, 
green lungs at the gates of the capital. Going through 
gently rolling countryside and picturesque villages, 
finish the tour in the gardens of Louis XIV’s mas-
terpiece, the Palace of Versailles. If you wish, extend 
this dazzling ride by a guided bike tour of Paris – by 
day or night – or by a cycling trip to Giverny to visit 
Monet’s gardens.

What’s included
•  4 days cycling

•  5 breakfasts / 4 gourmet dinners

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with pannier 
and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

•   Return first class rail from London for the rail 
inclusive price

•   Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Local agent

Prestige

PARIS
Versailles

Rambouillet

Étampes

Fontainebleu

Tailor it!
Add an extra night to cycle around Paris 
or to Gigenny



7 nights (4 half-board) 

Day 1 Arrive Dinard
In the middle of the 19th century Dinard became a fashionable 
seaside resort. Luxury villas, hotels and casinos changed the look of 
the town, attracting the aristocratic society of the time, nobility and 
royals, from the world of art, industry or politics. The resort has kept 
all the charm of the Belle Epoque. Stroll among its luxury residences 
or along the seafront promenade and get the sense of luxury with the 
five star hotel restaurant and spa Castelbrac. Fascinating building on 
multiple levels overlooking the bay. HB

Day 2 Day trip from Dinard (15 miles)
Today there are many small coves to explore as you pass through  
St-Lunaire and St-Briac-sur-Mer before heading down to Ploubalay 
and back to Dinard across country. You will have plenty of time to 
swim or sunbathe at one of the many sandy beaches encountered on 
the way. Spend your second night in your seafront heaven and maybe 
have a cocktail in the chic rotund “Aquarium Bar” before going out for 
dinner. B&B

Day 3 Dinard to Dinan (17 miles)
This route takes you inland to the Domaine du Montmarin, which 
boasts lovely parkland overlooking the River Rance. Cycle along the 
Voie Verte, an old railway track turned into a cross-country path. It will 
bring you to the town of Dinan with some time to explore the medieval 
town. Your 4 star hotel d’Avaugour has all the charm of yesteryears 
and a peaceful, exquisite ambiance. You have your dinner in the 
nearby family-owned restaurant “Le Cantorbéry“, serving delicious 
traditional cuisine to end a perfect day. HB

Day 4 Day trip from Dinan (22 miles)
After cycling up to the 40m high viaduct of Dinan over the River Rance 
to Lanvallay, a circuit of country lanes leads towards the Château de 
la Bourbansais that you can visit, Have a guided tour of its gardens 
or visit the zoo and attend free-flight shows of birds of prey, storks 
and vultures. Return to Dinan along the river towpath. Relax in the 
floriferous garden of your hotel before going out. B&B

Day 5 Dinan to Saint Malo (21 miles)
The route to Saint Malo follows quiet lanes along the west side of the 
River Rance, through countryside and forests. Enter the walled port of 
Saint Malo with its tall granite buildings. Before enjoying a brace walk 
around the ramparts, settle into your 4 star hotel Le Nouveau Monde, 
by the seafront. Eat at its gastronomic restaurant. HB

Day 6 Day trip from Saint Malo (21 miles)
A gentle round trip along the flat coast leads to Cancale, famed for its 
oyster beds. Look out to the little islands dotted across the sea and stop 
off for refreshments at one of the beach-side cafés. Return to your hotel 
to enjoy the spa and swimming pool. Tonight the bustling port of Saint 
Malo will spoil you with restaurants and shops by the dozen. B&B

Day 7 Saint Malo to Dinard (3 miles)
Before returning to Dinard using the “Bus de Mer” passenger ferry 
in the early afternoon, spend the morning exploring the old town of 
Saint Malo. Later on stroll around the town in Dinard or chill out on 
the beach. Back at your hotel, end your holiday by a visit at St Gabriel 
chapel, a heaven for the soul, and treat yourself to a massage at the 
spa. Have your meal at the restaurant “Pourquoi Pas”. Why not? HB

Prestige Emerald 
Coast Cycling
Quiet coves, historic and elegant seaside 
towns on the north coast of Brittany 
combined with prestigious hotels

With quick access from English shores, this easy to 
moderate cycling takes in the beautiful and invig-
orating Brittany coastline and verdant countryside, 
following and criss-crossing the River Rance. Visit 
Dinard, “Cannes of the north”, then step back in time 
in Dinan, one of the best preserved small cities of 
Brittany. Continue the ride to the walled port of Saint 
Malo with many ancient and attractive buildings. 5 
or 4 star hotels and gastronomy along the way will 
definitely make this holiday very special.

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/emerald-prestige

What’s included
•  6 days cycling

•  7 nights 4 and 5 star hotels

•  Spa hotel

•  7 breakfasts / 4 gourmet dinners

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with pannier 
and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

•   Return first class rail from London for the rail 
inclusive price

•   Luggage transfers between hotels

•   B&B option is available on this holiday

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1775  
Rail Inclusive from £2159  

Starting days: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Saturday, 
Sunday

£

Highlights

Elegant seaside resort of Dinard

Old citadelle of St Malo

Beautiful coast of Northern 
Brittany with Coves and  
sandy beaches

Cycle along the Voie 
Verte and the River 

Rance

   Dinan, preserved town with 
remparts

   Delightful harbour village of 
Cancale 

   Château de Bourbansais, 
with gardens and zoo

   Gardens of Domaine de 
Montmarin

   4 and 5 Star hotels

   5 nights with sea view

   4 gourmet meals

2322

Ferry

Saint Malo

Cancale

St Briac

Ploubalay

Bourbansais

Dinard

Dinan

EASY



Baie de Somme
Sea air, wildlife and sandy beaches

Discover the beautiful Baie de Somme, one of Picardy’s best 
kept secrets. Open water, marshes, dunes and saltwater 
meadows make up a landscape where water and dry land 
seem to merge. It is one of France’s major sites for migrat-
ing birds.

5 nights (3 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive in Noyelles-sur-Mer
Arrive in Noyelles-sur-Mer and start the tour in the elegant Château de 
Noyelles, set in a large garden with a greenhouse and orchard. HB

Day 2  Noyelles-sur-Mer to Quend (20 miles)
Cycle through the medieval town of Rue and along countryside roads 
and cycle paths. Pass through the remarkable landscapes between 
the Baie d’Authie and the Baie de Somme, the largest stretch of 
dunes in Northern Europe. Stay at the hotel Le Fiacre, a 3-star 
hideaway with a swimming pool. Don’t miss an early evening  
stroll by the sea at Quend or Fort-Mahon. HB

Day 3  Quend to Le Crotoy (17 miles)
Today, follow the paths through the lush pine forest and admire 
the sea views before heading south. Arrive at the fairytale Hotel 
Les Tourelles in Le Crotoy, with direct access to the beach, 
and take in the view of the bay from the restaurant. B&B

Day 4  Le Crotoy to Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme (19 miles)
Spend some time on the beach and visit the town before 
cycling along the bay or following the ‘Circuit du Héron’ 
through pretty villages. Arrive at the port of St-Valéry-
sur-Somme with its medieval character and defensive 
ramparts. Stay at the 3-star Hotel Picardia. B&B

Day 5  Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme to Cayeux and
Noyelles-sur-Mer (30 miles)
Pack your binoculars and head for la Pointe du Hourdel, with 
its spectacular views. You might be lucky enough to spot seals 
resting on the sand. Bird lovers can stop at the Maison de la Baie 
de Somme. Passing Cayeux-sur-Mer and its beach huts, return to 
Noyelles-sur-Mer where you’ll stay in the Château de Noyelles. HB

On several occasions you will have the opportunity to 
get on board the Baie de Somme steam train with your 
bike to reach your destination with very little effort.

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £895  
Rail Inclusive from £1185    

Extra night at Favières HB £115

Starting days: Any except Tuesday 
and Saturday 

£

EASY

Holiday highlights: Baie de Somme marshes

Baie de Somme steam train  Birds reserve of Marquenterre

Parc du Marquenterre

Cayeux Noyelles-sur-Mer
Saint Valéry-sur-Somme

Favières

Quend

Le Crotoy

24

What’s included
•  4 days cycling 

•  5 breakfasts 

•  3 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with pannier 
and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Recommended options
Add 1 extra night in Favières to spend a day in 
the Parc du Marquenterre, a reserve for migrating 
birds and a haven for wildlife enthusiasts. Hides on 
different paths enable you to discover the variety of 
species. Stay at the 3-star Hôtel Les Saules.

Add 1 night in Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme to visit the 
old town or cross the Bay with a guide.

4 night option for those travelling by car

Highlights
•   Médiéval port of Saint-Valéry-sur-Somme

•   Bird reserve of Marquenterre

•   Pine forest and sandy beaches

•   Seaside resort of Le Crotoy

•   Steam train

•   Cycle paths

Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/somme

Baie de Somme, the 
largest stretch of dunes 
in Northern Europe

25
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Discover  
Eastern France

Mountains dominate much of the eastern 
landscape, with the Vosges covering the 
western edge of Alsace, and spreading 
down towards the undulating Jura range.

France is close to its European 
neighbours here and the influences are 
everywhere, from the Italian Renaissance 
in the buildings in the Rhône-Alpes to the 
Germanic feel in the shapes and  
colours of Alsace.

The wild terrain is perfect for the big 
outdoors experience, space to enjoy,  
ride and relax.

Catherine is French and worked in France for some 
time before moving to England. Belle France is the 
perfect opportunity for her to liaise with her home 
country on a daily basis.   
I have worked hard to improve the new 2017 program. Every 
region was looked at. I am pleased to say Eastern France, 
which for our brochure includes Champagne, Alsace and 
Burgundy, have benefited hugely from this attention.

This year we couldn’t miss the opportunity of creating a new 
holiday along the Canal du Nivernais. 80% being towpath it’s 
now an excellent cycle route, with a smooth and flat surface 
running alongside the canal. With no cars, it provides nature 
lovers a perfect opportunity to cycle safely in a constantly 
changing décor. A small detour to Vézelay – plus beau village 
de France – and its basilica, masterpiece of Romanesque art 
and listed as Unesco World Heritage site, adds great interest

All other holidays of this wide are successful classic Belle 
France destinations. I am very excited and impatient that the 
season begins and I would encourage anybody to book a tour 
in any of these regions with strong identity and rich culture.

My absolute favourite: 
Alsace Prestige en Vélo
Alsace is such a picture postcard region. I like the half-
timbered houses, the picturesque villages – so tidy and 
flowery – and the vineyards. On this holiday you follow the 
Wine Route cycle paths along the Rhine and its canals.

This holiday is a real treat. All hotels are either 4 or 5 stars 
with lots of character. The food is amazing.

The cities of Strasbourg or Colmar are a “must” to visit.

It’s moderate cycling. Electric bikes are also available for 
that extra little help.
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Alsace Prestige en Vélo

Burgundy Prestige en Vélo

Canal du Nivernais
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Visit the 
picturesque historic 
towns of Alsace

28

Meet Catherine, our  
Eastern France expert



 

Alsace Prestige  
en Vélo
Cycle the famous wine  
route of the Alsace

Alsace is a little, unknown corner of France with a 
distinctively Germanic influence: a combination of 
picturesque historic towns, fine wines, beer and
choucroute contribute to a unique culture. Cycle 
the oldest wine route in France, stay in luxury 
hotels and enjoy gourmet meals.

6 nights (4 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Strasbourg

Settle into your hotel and meet with your rep for an 
introduction to the route. Just a short walk from the 5-star 
hotel are the cathedral and La Petite France, where there 
are many great restaurants to choose from. B&B

Day 2  Strasbourg to Sélestat (34 miles)
Follow the Canal du Rhône au Rhin for a gentle route out 
of Strasbourg and into the region of the Alsatian Ried. 
Stay in a 4-star hotel and enjoy a gastronomic dinner in 
a nearby restaurant. HB

Day 3  Sélestat to Colmar (23 miles)
Cycle through the landscapes and the villages of the 
Alsatian Ried, rich in flora and fauna. Arrive in Colmar, 
the wine capital of the Alsace also famed for its art and 
culture. Stay in the 5-star La Maison des Têtes. HB

Day 4  Colmar to Riquewihr (23 miles))
Today’s cycling takes you along the foot of the Vosges 
and through just a few of the wine making villages 
celebrated for the Alsatian Grand Crus: Eguisheim, 
Turkheim, Kayserberg and Riquewihr. HB

Day 5  Riquewihr to Obernai (30 miles)
Continue along the Route des Vins through the villages 
of Barr, Begheim, Ribeauvillé and Hunawihr and take 
some time to visit the abbey at Andlau. Relax in the spa 
before a gastronomic dinner at La Cour d’Alsace. HB

Day 6  Obernai to Strasbourg (22 miles)
The last day involves a gentle cycle back along the 
banks of the Bruche canal until you return to the capital 
of Europe, Strasbourg. B&B

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/alsace

What’s included
•  5 days cycling

•  6 nights luxury accomodation 

•  6 breakfasts / 4 gourmet dinners

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return first class rail from London for the 
rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1499  
Rail Inclusive from £1869  

Extra night: B&B in 
Strasbourg £130 per 
person 
 
Starting days: Any

£

STRASBOURG

Obernai

Riquewihr

Colmar

Sélestat

Highlights

Riquewihr vineyard

Colmar – Wine capital of Alsace

Colourful Riquewihr

Saint-Leon fountain in Eguisheim

 Strasbourg Cathedral 
and La Petite France

  5 star La Maison des Têtes

  4 star spa hotel Cour d’Alsace

  Abbey d’Andlau

   Alsatian Grand Crus  
white wines

   Strasbourg

MODERATE
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Tailor it!
Why not add an extra night B&B in Strasbourg 
either at the beginning or at the end of your route.



 

Burgundy 
Prestige en Vélo
Prepare for world class scenery and 
stunning flavours

This easy cycle through prestigious vineyards 
offers sublime tasting opportunities with 
such names as Pommard, Volnay, Meursault 
and Puligny Montrachet. Stay at elegant 
hotels offering gourmet menus – an 
opportunity for some classic French cuisine.

6 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Beaune

Arrive in the charming city of Beaune and explore 
its old cobbled streets. Stay at the Hôtel le Cep 
in the centre of this historic wine capital.

Day 2  Beaune to Chagny (20 miles)
Collect your bicycle and start today’s cycle 
through vineyards and through the wine villages 
of Pommard, Volnay, Meursault and Puligny 
Montrachet. Arrive at Chagny and the renowned 
Hôtel Lameloise whose restaurant has three Michelin 
stars – prepare for an explosion of flavour!

Day 3  Chagny to Verdun-sur-les-Doubs (20 miles)
Follow the canalside path to Fragnes, then ride 
along quiet roads to Verdun sur les Doubs and the 
Hostellerie Bourguignonne with its noted restaurant.

Day 4  Verdun-sur-les-Doubs to Ladoix (25 miles)
Ride across country and through forests to the village 
of Ladoix Serrigny, just north of Beaune. Stay at the 
Ermitage de Corton, a sumptuous 4-star hotel with a pool.

Day 5  Day trip from Ladoix Serrigny (24 miles)
Head northwards through the tiny wine villages of the 
Côtes de Nuits before returning through Nuits St Georges.

Day 6  Ladoix Serrigny to Beaune
Cycle across the vineyards to Savigny les Beaune and 
saunter round the museum, possibly enjoying a Grand 
Cru tasting. Ride over the hill into Beaune to return 
your bicycle and stay a final night at Hôtel le Cep.

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/burgundy-velo

What’s included
•  5 days cycling

•  6 nights luxury accommodation 

•   6 breakfasts / 5 gourmet dinners /  
1 Michelin 3 starred

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return first class rail from London for 
the rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1845  
Rail Inclusive from £2195

Starting days: 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday (Tuesday July to 
September only).

£

Highlights

Sublime tasting opportunities

Lameloise

Le Cep Beaun Restaurant

Gourmet food Lamloisev

Famous vineyards 
such as Pommard, 

Meursault and 
Puligny Montrachet

BEAUNE

Ladoix Serrigny

Nuits St Georges

Verdun

Changy

EASY

3130

    Famous vineyards such as 
Pommard, Meursault and 
Puligny Montrachet

   Amazing wine list choices,

    Dinner in Chagny at Michelin 
Star restaurant
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Canal du  
Nivernais Cycling
Easy cycling along the Canal and a visit to 
Vézelay, Unesco World Heritage site

Along its 1200km of rivers and canals, Burgundy reveals 
one of its most striking facets with the Canal du Nivernais 
running through unspoilt countryside of great natural 
beauty. The towpaths and little side roads alongside the 
waterways tour through a variety of landscapes, with towns 
and villages offering an opportunity for many discoveries.

7 nights (5 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Auxerre
Arrive in Auxerre and immerse yourself in centuries of history. Taste the 
Chablis in one of the many restaurants and spend the night in Le Parc des 
Maréchaux, a three star hotel on the theme of Napoleon’s marshals. B&B

Day 2  Decize to Châtillon en Bazois (31 miles)
Transfer to Decize, the Southern gate of the canal where you start your ride 
on a towpath along the river. Enjoy the countryside dotted with castles and 
churches and ride by forests and pastures. Your hotel tonight is Auberge de 
l’Hôtel de France. HB

Day 3  Châtillon-en-Bazois – Corbigny (22 miles)
Today visit the castle of Chatillon-en-Bazois and the gardens of Limanton. 
Be charmed by Baye and Vaux ponds, Collancelle vaults, where the canal 
disappears under the ground. Your three star hotel is La Buissonnière in 
Corbigny. HB

Day 4  Corbigny – Clamecy (25 miles) 
While leaving Corbigny, visit the livestock market and a still active tile factory. 
Today you are either cycling by the canal or the Yonne river which play hide 
and seek with one another. Cycle through Tannay and its vineyards. Your 
hotel tonight is the three-star Hostellerie de la Poste. HB

Day 5  Clamecy – Vézelay (22 miles)
You cycle along the canal on the towpath to Chatel-Censoir, a medieval 
village perched on the hill. You also discover the fortified farm of Basseville, 
the Faulin Castle. If you wish add an extra loop of 11 miles to visit Druyes-
les-belles-Fontaines and its medieval castle. After wine tasting, arrive at 
hotel de la Poste & du Lion d’or. HB

Day 6  Vézelay – Mailly-le-Chateau (20 miles)
From Vézelay, rejoin the canal by small country roads, then ride through 
the remains of a coral reef, the “rocks of Saussois” to join Mailly-le-château 
perched on a ledge. Rest in the charming hotel Le Castel. HB

Day 7  Mailly-le-Chateau – Auxerre (23 miles) 
Leaving the green meadows and the Charolais cattle, you approach Auxerre 
and its vineyards. Visit wineries installed in a huge limestone quarry. The last 
section is a gentle leisurely ride into Auxerre. Second night at your stylish 
hotel Le Parc des Maréchaux. B&B

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1385  
Rail Inclusive from £1729  

Starting days: Any 

£

EASY
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/Nivernais

Holiday highlights: Vézelay basilica

Auxerre Wine tastings

Auxerre

Mailly-le-Chateau

Clamency
Vezelay

Corbigny

Chatillon-en-Bazois

Decize

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  7 breakfasts / 5 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   80% towpath

•   Easy cycling

•   Changing landscapes

•   Visits and wine tastings

•   Medieval towns and villages along the way

•   Vézelay basilica, Unesco World Heritage

•   Meadows and vineyards

•   Auxerre

Auxerre, Canal 
du Nivernais
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Discover  
Central France

Be enchanted by the châteaux of the 
Loire to the farmhouses and sunflower 
fields of Ambiose and Bourré.

The Loire offers families easy cycling 
through shady woodland and vine-
clad hillsides. Watch the feeding of the 
hounds in Cheverny or stop in on Tintin 
at the interactive museum.

Unwind in a region rich in rural pleasures. 

Lorna has been passionate about France for many 
years and has been sharing her expertise and 
knowledge with Belle France for the past 12.  

A Fluent French speaker and a keen cyclist and walker 
herself she understands the individual needs of clients and 
matches them to their perfect holiday. She has researched 
and built from scratch many of the holidays that you see in 
this brochure, she regularly visits hotels to ensure that Belle 
France accommodations reach our high expectations of 
quality, and she walks and cycles many or the routes updating 
and correcting where needed so that they are ready for the 
new season of clients.

Although knowledgeable on all regions she is certainly the 
Loire specialist, making twice yearly visits to ensure that we 
are offering the best hotels, châteaux and routes.

Meet Lorna, our  
Central France expert

Find the magical 
Saint-Vincent-de-
Paul Church in Blois

38

My absolute favourite: 
Loire Family Discovery
I love this holiday because it has a bit of everything for 
everyone. The 6 days easy cycle routes take in the best 
of the Loire’s châteaux, and people do not realise how 
fascinating these châteaux are… even if you think you 
would not be interested in looking around Castles, you 
would be surprised at what you will find at each one. The 
children will certainly never get bored as each day’s activity 
is already planned for you, and when you return back to the 
hotel they can play in the pools before dinner. This holiday 
is perfect for novice cyclists, groups, families and all ages. 

Favourite part: Feeding time of the Hounds at Cheveny is an 
impressive moment that can not be missed.

39

Ardèche Adventures

Along the Leisurely Loire

Loire Family Discovery

Château to Château en Vélo 

Via Rhona by Bike

Loire Prestige en Vélo
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Bridge over the 
river Eyrieux

37

Ardèche Adventures
The old Ardèche steam train trail:  
the ‘Dolce Via’

This moderate route is the perfect way to explore the 
dramatic vistas and charming villages of the Ardèche. 
Running along former railway lines and deep into the 
heart of the region, the steam train trail offers a leisurely 
exploration of its dramatic countryside.

7 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1 Arrive in Tournon
Arrive at the 3-star Hôtel Azalées in Tournon and take some time to 
explore the town, with its imposing castle and tranquil botanical gardens.

Day 2 Lamastre to St Cierge sous le Cheylard (12.5 miles)
Transfer to Lamastre and cycle along the former railway, which takes you 
all the way into Le Cheylard. Arrive at the Auberge Le Champêtre and 
enjoy a delicious dinner.

Day 3 Circuit from St Cierge sous le Cheylard (30 miles)
Follow the former rail track along the banks of the river Eyrieux. As you 
gain height, cycle through the small fields and pretty orchards of the 
Ardèche countryside, then into the full splendour of the Massif Central 
with its now peaceful volcanoes.

Day 4 St Cierge to Echarlives (21 miles)
Spend the morning discovering St Cierge. The church and castle are 
well worth a visit and on Wednesdays there is a colourful market. In the 
afternoon, follow the river downstream to Saint Barthélémy le Meil, a 
delightful mountain village. Summer visitors can enjoy a dip in the pool at 
Beauvène. Dine and stay at Le Moulinage de Saint-Christol.

Day 5 Circuit from Echarlives (18.5 miles)
Today, ascend along tarmac roads to the plateau of Mézilhac. From here, 
there are wonderful panoramic views over the extinct volcanoes of Mont 
Mézenc and Le Gerbier des Joncs. On clear days, it’s possible to see 
Mont Ventoux and even Mont Blanc.

Day 6 Echarlives to Charmes sur Rhône (31 miles)
Follow the Eyrieux and rejoin the former railway to cycle through leafy 
chestnut forests and orchards. The hills melt away as you enter the 
Rhône Valley, and perhaps you’ll be tempted to take a refreshing dip in 
the river beneath one of the old Romanesque bridges. Stay at Hotel Le 
Carré d’Aléthius and enjoy dinner in their gastronomic restaurant.

Day 7 Charmes sur Rhône to Tournon (26 miles)
The final day leads you back to Tournon through varied landscapes. 
Although more demanding, the climb by the former tramway trail and the 
ride down to Tournon are among the most enjoyable and exhilarating of 
the holiday. Relax over dinner at Hôtel Azalées.

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £995  
Rail Inclusive from £1379  

Extra night in Valence £75 or 
Tournon £75 HB.

Starting days: Any 

£

MODERATE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/ardeche

Holiday highlights: The “Dolce Via” in spring

Charming villages Along the river Eyrieux

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  6 breakfasts / 7 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   90% cycle paths

•   Gourmet dinner at Carré d’Aléthius

•   Tounon-sur-Rhone 

•   Garden of Eden

37

Lamastre

Tourmon

Charmes sur Rhône

St Cierge sous 
le Cheylard

Echarlives
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Holiday highlights: Historical town of Tours

Saumur Castle Magical Amboise

Holiday highlights: Château de Chenonceau

Auberge du Centre

Blois

SAUMUR

Chaumont

Amboise

Azay-le-Rideau

Chinon

TOURS

What’s included
•  7 days cycling 

•  7 breakfasts / 6 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Recommended options
Add an extra night between Chinon and Saumur 
to break your journey and to visit the famous 
Abbey and gardens at Fontrevaud, stay the friendly 
Hostellerie la Croix Blanche. HB 

Highlights
•   Authentic French Auberges and hotels with some 

very good dining

•  Historical towns of Tours, Chinon and Samur

•   The small and romantic Château d’ Azay–le-Rideau

•   Clos Lucé: interactive museum of Leonardo de 
Vinci’s inventions

•   Royal Château at Amboise and the Sons et 
Lumières Show

•   Château d’Ussé the inspiration for Sleeping Beauty

Along the  
Leisurely Loire
Historic Blois to charming Saumur

A moderate cycle following the majestic River Loire from 
Blois to Saumur. Visit several of the grand châteaux via the 
bustling city of Tours with its enchanting old quarter. The 
hotels offer genuine French charm and wonderful
regional fare.

7 nights (6 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Blois
Settle into the charming chambre d’hôte, Maison du Carroir. Dine 
at the restaurant l’Orangerie where you’ll be greeted with a glass of 
Champagne. HB

Day 2  Blois to Chaumont (19 miles)
Take delivery of your bicycles, then explore the city before you 
cross the river to cycle west to Chaumont. Stay at the Hostellerie 
du Château, opposite the Château Chaumont and the impressive 
International Garden Festival. HB

Day 3  Chaumont to Amboise (13 miles)
Cycle on to Amboise, a lively town that was home to Leonardo da 
Vinci in his final days. Book an extra night if you wish to visit the 
Royal Château or Clos Lucé, Leonardo da Vinci’s manor, housing an 
exhibition of his life and work. Stay at the prestigious 4-star Hôtel 
Le Pavillon des Lys and eat in a delightful nearby restaurant. HB

Day 4  Amboise Tours (20 miles)
Cross the river and continue to the sprawling city of Tours, the 
region’s capital. Stay at the Hôtel Châteaux de la Loire and explore 
the city’s old quarter. Dine in a restaurant of your choice. B&B

Day 5  Tours to Azay-le-Rideau (20 miles)
Leave Tours by the Voie Verte cycle route and head to Villandry 
Château and its ornate medieval vegetable gardens. Arrive in Azay-
le-Rideau and stay at the Le Grande Monarque. HB

Day 6  Azay-le-Rideau to Chinon (20 miles)
Return to the riverbank and pass Château d’Ussé, the inspiration for 
Grimm’s Sleeping Beauty, before heading to Chinon and the Hôtel le 
Plantagenet. HB

Day 7  Chinon to Saumur (20 miles)
Cycle to the charming riverside village of Montsoreau with its 
mushroom caves before heading west into Saumur. Perhaps enjoy 
a dégustation at one of the riverside wineries before checking in at 
the Hôtel Anne d’Anjou for your final night and evening meal. HB

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1269 
Rail Inclusive from £1615

Extra night B&B at Amboise £140 
Extra night at Fontrevaud HB £110 

Starting days: Wednesday, Friday, 
Saturday

£

MODERATE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/loire-leisureBRITISH REP ON HAND

What’s included
•  6 days easy cycling

•  6 breakfasts / 6 gourmet dinners 

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•   Tagalongs and chariots for small children 
available no extra cost

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•    3 and 4 star family run hotels with pools

•    Clos Lucé home of Leonardo de Vinci and interactive 
museum of his working inventions 

•    Château de Chenonceau the most photographed 
château of the Loire Valley

•    Château de Cheverny, the Château behind the 
inspiration for Tintin and the Tintin interactive 
museum, don’t miss the spectacular feeding time  
of the hounds

•    Château Chaumont and the quirky interactive 
international garden festival

•    Château Chambord – the most impressive of them all

•    The bustling medieval town of Amboise and the 
Royal Château

Medieval town of Amboise

Loire Family Discovery
Gentle cycling and fairy tale Châteaux 
ideal for families and novice cyclists

The Loire is the perfect region for short cycling break: quiet 
country lanes and shady woodland routes make for gentle 
cycling for all ages and abilities. We’ve allowed plenty of 
time to visit the most spectacular châteaux and still make it 
back to the hotel for a dip in the pool before dinner.

6 nights (all half-board) – Two centre stay 

Arrive Chitenay (3 nights)
You will be met on arrival and transferred by our friendly rep to a 
Belle France favourite, an elegant village Auberge whose beautifully 
presented cuisine is served in a bright and airy restaurant. Enjoy a dip 
in the pool and relax in the gardens before dinner.

Optional Day Trips (10-30 miles)
Our day trips our designed to take you along country roads and forests 
tracks to visit the most amazing Châteaux that the Loire has on offer.

The hardest part of your day will be to choose which amazing château 
to visit first? … 

•   Château Chaumont? The park hosts a quirky garden festival with 
delights for all ages in every corner.

•   Château Cheverny? With its beautifully preserved interior, but the real 
treat is feeding time for the hounds and the interactive Tintin exhibition.

•   Château Chambord? The grandest of them all and the inspiration 
behind Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. On first sight through the 
trees it will take your breath away with its fairly tale turrets and 
imposing chimneys. Allow time to explore the 800 hectares of 
parkland and hunting grounds.

Arrive Chenonceaux (3 nights) 
Your second hotel

Your last three nights are spent at the lovely 4 star Auberge de Bon 
Laboureur with beautiful gardens and swimming pool, in the centre of 
Chenonceaux with views of the enchanting Château. 

Your route from Chitenay to Chenonceaux is a gentle 20 miles on flat 
terrain, quiet lanes and riverside cycle paths.

Optional Day Trips (10-30 miles)

•   You need to plan your days to allow a visit of the enchanting Château 
de Chenonceau with its beautiful gardens. Take a pedal boat along 
the river for the best views of the château and explore the Maze and 
gardens for a superb family day out. 

•   A slightly longer ride passes through forests to the medieval town of 
Amboise. You can enjoy the working models of Leonardo da Vinci at 
the Clos Lucé museum and gardens. Have a picnic in the grounds of 
the Royal Château before returning to relax by the poolside.

EASY
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/loire-familyBRITISH REP ON HAND

Prices per 
person   

Own Travel £895 
Rail Inclusive from £1245 
 
Please contact us for different 
room requirements.

£

3938

Château Chambord

Chitenay

Château  
ChevernyAmboise Château  

Chaumont

Chenonceaux/  
Château de Chenonceau



Holiday highlights: Beautiful town of Vienne

Rhone Valley wine tasting Valrhôna, chocolate maker

Holiday highlights: Medieval town of Amboise 

Chateau de Cheverny Château de Chenonceau

Château to  
Château en Vélo
Pretty villages and enchanting Châteaux

This easy cycling holiday takes you past princely mansions 
standing next to picturesque farm houses, and fields of 
sunflowers merging with uniform rows of vineyards. There 
is ample opportunity for tasting some of the local wines. 

6 nights (5 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Amboise
Amble into Amboise and relax in the café culture of this medieval town 
with imposing Royal Château or visit Leonardo Da Vinci’s residence and 
interactive museum of his inventions, Le Clos Lucé. Stay at the luxurious 
Pavillon des Lys with a dinner reservation in a popular local restaurant. 
HB

Day 2  Amboise to Chenonceaux (34 miles)
A ride through forests and quiet country lanes to the charming village 
of Chenonceaux with its fairy tale castle on the river, take out a 
pedalo for the best views of the castle before exploring the interior 
and gardens. Stay at the delightful hotel La Roseraie and relax in the 
pool before included. HB

Day 3  Chenonceaux to St Aigan (34 miles)
Follow the Cher river past troglodyte homes and through small towns 
and villages into the town of St Aignan, time to relax at the river 
beach before checking into your hotel with dinner. HB

Day 4  St Aignan to Chitenay (25 miles)
Today’s cycle takes you north through forests to Cheverny. Visit the 
château and stay to watch the lively feeding time of the hounds, be 
amused by the interactive Tintin museum before the final short ride 
to Chitenay and one of our favourite hotels, the lovely Auberge du 
Centre. Take a dip in the pool before dinner. HB

Day 5  Circuit ride from Chitenay (20 miles)
There are several great options today: cycle to Château Chaumont to 
visit the quirky International Garden Festival or head over to historic 
town of Blois, which has a royal palace open to the public. HB 
 
Day 6  Chitenay to Bourré (20 miles)
Today your return journey passes through colourful flower-decked 
villages interspersed with orchards and vineyards. Arrive at the 
spectacular Château de Vallagon, relax by the pool in the beautiful 
grounds, Dinner in a restaurant of your choice in the village. B&B 

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1149 
Rail Inclusive from £1495

Starting days: Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

£

What’s included
•  5 days easy cycling

•  6 breakfasts / 5 evening meals 

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   Medieval town of Amboise 

•   Clos Lucé home of Leonardo de Vinci and 
interactive museum of his working inventions 

•   Château de Chenonceau the most 
photographed château of the Loire Valley

•   Château de Cheverny, the Château behind the 
inspiration for Tintin and the Tintin interactive 
museum, feeding time of the hounds

AMBOISE

BLOIS

St Aignan

Montrichard

Chitenay

EASY
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/loire-chateauxBRITISH REP ON HAND

What’s included
•  5 days cycling

•  6 nights half board 

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   Accommodation in 3 star hotels chosen 

for their atmosphere, warm welcome and 
environmental and architectural setting

•   Vienne: Roman theatre, Temple and a 
archaeological museum

•   Local vineyard visit and tasting of wines 
from the Rhone Valley 

•  Chocolate Museum

•  Provençal villages 

•    Almost entirely cycle tracks along the  
River Rhone

EASY
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/via-rhona

Via Rhona by Bike 
Cycle the Rhone Valley and bear witness to 
the Rhone’s wild side amongst a variety of 
landscapes

From Vienne, once an ancient capital of Roman Gaul, to 
the nature reserve of L’île au Beurre, via steeply terraced 
vineyards including the prestigious Côte-Rôtie. This 
beautiful stage of the Via Rhona cycle route will delight 
those interested in history, nature and gastronomy.

6 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Vienne
Arrival and transfer to your 3 star hotel with pool. Time to explore this 
venerable city dating from Roman times, with its Amphitheatre and 
Temple. HB

Day 2  Vienne to Serrières (23 miles)
Through the vineyards of the elegant “Côtes-Rôties”, planted in 
remarkable terraces on the steep slopes. Cycle along the calm of the 
banks of the river Rhône. Gourmet dinner and night in 3 star hotel. 
HB

Day 3  Serrières to Tournon sur Rhône (22 miles)
A ride to explore the rich heritage of the left and right banks of the 
Rhône. Just the pace you need to enjoy these Gallo-Roman towns 
steeped in history, whilst all round vineyards bask on their celebrated 
inclines. 3 star hotel in the centre of Tournon.

Day 4  Ride around Tournon sur Rhône (15.5 miles)
Pedal along through the vineyards on pretty, narrow country roads. 
Stop off at a winery and taste the winegrower’s range of wines 
from the Hermitage. Then a visit to Valrhôna, chocolate maker par 
excellence, makes a tasty end to a delicious day. Return to your 3 
star hotel in the centre of Tournon. HB

Day 5  Tournon sur Rhône to Loriol (37 miles)
The majestic river steers you towards Valence. Already, drifting 
Mediterranean scents suggest the nearness of Provence. On the left 
bank (the Drôme department – on the right bank it’s the Ardèche), 
the plain is broader and you pass through a multitude of fruit trees: 
peach, cherry, apricot and more...Dinner and night in 3 star hotel with 
pool. HB

Day 6  Loriol to Montélimar (25 miles)
Now on the right bank (Ardèche Department), you enter the Vivarais 
and gain a little height over the river Rhône. Through small yet 
undeniably charming villages you make your way towards the broad 
Provençal avenues of Montélimar. Charming hotel in the heart of 
Montélimar. B&B

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1325 
Rail Inclusive from £1655 
 
Starting days: any

£

4140

Vienne

Serrieres

Tournon sur Rhone

Loriol

Montelimar



Loire Prestige en Vélo
Tranquil rivers and regal architecture

Explore quiet back roads and visit the fascinating 
old towns of Amboise and Blois with time to 
discover the classic wines of the region. Visit 
world famous châteaux and stay in luxury 
accommodation each night.

6 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Chissay-en-Touraine

Upon arrival at this former 16th century fortress 
overlooking the River Cher, explore the Renaissance 
courtyard and relax by the pool before dining in the 
Gothic-style vaulted dining room.

Day 2  Chissay-en-Touraine to Amboise (13 miles)
Today you’ll have the chance to explore one of the 
region’s most celebrated château at Chenonceaux. Your 
hotel is Château de Pray, a majestic building nestling in 
woodland, with a Michelin-starred restaurant.

Day 3  Day trip from Amboise (30 miles)
Explore the bustling town of Amboise, the resting place 
of Leonardo da Vinci, or cycle west along the River 
Loire to Vouvray, renowned for its sophisticated white 
wines.

Day 4  Amboise to Ouchamps (20 miles)
Head across country to Chaumont and follow the path 
cut by the River Loire to join one of its tributaries, the 
Beuvron. Reach the Relais des Landes, a restored 17th 
century manor house set in acres of wooded parkland.

Day 5  Day trip from Ouchamps (20 miles)
The prestigious historical town of Blois, former 
residence of kings and bishops, is a pleasant cycle 
ride from Ouchamps. For a more peaceful option, head 
down to Cheverny to explore the château that was the 
inspiration for Moulinsart, the château featured in the 
Tintin comics.

Day 6  Ouchamps to Chissay-en-Touraine (16 miles)
Soak up your final views of the Loire countryside as you 
head back to the elegant Château de Chissay for your 
final night. Take some time to explore the unique cave 
dwellings carved into the limestone rocks at Bourré.

EASYPRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/loire-velo

What’s included
•  5 days cycling

•  6 nights luxury accommodation 

•   6 breakfasts / 5 gourmet dinners /  
1 Michelin starred dinner

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return first class rail from London for 
the rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1635 
Rail Inclusive from £1999  

Starting days: Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, 
Sunday

£

BLOIS

Cheverny

Ouchamps

ChissayChenoneaux

Amboise

BRITISH REP ON HAND
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Highlights

Fascinating town of Amboise

Château de Chissay

Château Chenonceau the 
beautiful castle nicknamed the 
Château des Dames

The magical Saint-
Vincent-de-Paul 
Church in Blois

   Clos Lucé: interactive museum 
of Leonardo de Vinci’s 
inventions

   Châteaux and luxury hotels

   Michelin starred dinners and 
gourmet dining

Tailor it!
Speak to one of our team about the 
bespoke options available on this holiday.
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Discover  
Western France

To many, this side of France is about 
legendary beaches – those in the Vendee, 
Charente-Maritime and the Pays Basque 
being the most popular with sunseekers. 
But there is a lot more.

Bordeaux dominates the world wine 
map. A cycle through Pauillac, St Emilion 
and Margaux puts you at the centre of 
this world with the chance to see the 
vineyards and sample the wine at its 
source.

The lush marshlands of the Marais 
Poitevin known as the Venise Verte 
is another example of the changing 
landscape here, surprising and delighting 
at every turn. 

Kate’s passion for France started many years ago 
when she was a student in Paris, studying for her 
degree. Since living and working in France for several 
years, she has returned many times over the years to 
visit, both on holiday and on work research trips.  

A keen naturalist and Francophone, she likes to combine 
both interests when visiting France. Her favourite area is the 
Aquitaine and she is very excited about Belles France’s new 
holidays this year along the Velodyssey, one of Europe’s 
longest cycle tracks, which runs along the Atlantic coast.

Meet Kate, our  
Western France expert
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The sun over the 
Biarritz lighthouse. 
See France in a  
new light.
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Classic Cognac Cycle

Coast Basque and Mountains

Château of the Charente

Luxury Grand Cru Tour

Dordogne Prestige en Vélo

La Vélodyssée
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My absolute favourite: 
La Vélodyssée
We had a lovely relaxing lunch break at the first oyster hut 
in the tiny village of Canon. We sat overlooking the oyster 
farms, drinking wine, eating oysters of course and soaking 
in the sea views, it was a welcome stop and split the days 
cycling beautifully.



Coast & Basque  
Mountains
Oceans, nature and mountains

Explore the cultural richness and dynamism of the Basque 
Country, with its coastal scenery, historical villages and ex-
cellent cuisine. Discovering Hondarribia is a real pleasure, 
with its walled old town packed with stately buildings and
colourful Basque houses.

6 nights (3 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Biarritz
Arrive at your 3-star hotel and spend some time at one of Biarritz’s 
golden sandy beaches or take a walk through the brightly lit streets after 
dinner at a local restaurant. B&B 
 
Day 2  Biarritz to Hondarribia (19 miles)
Set off after breakfast and discover the wealth of natural spaces that 
make up the Basque: valleys, ridges, mountains and farmlands. Your 
route runs through several villages before crossing the Bidassoa river 
and ending in Hondarribia, a colourful fishing town overlooked by the 
castle of Charles V. B&B

Day 3  Hondarribia to Ainhoa (24 miles)
Board the river shuttle to Ascain in the foothills of the Pyrenees. 
After a 2.5 mile cycle, a train will take you to the highest peak of 
the Basque Country before you discover the town of Sare with its 
picturesque streets. You’ll then cycle to the haunted Village des 
Sorcières and on to Ainhoa, with its half-timbered houses and lush 
meadows. HB 
 
Day 4  Ainhoa to Saint Jean Pied-de-Port (28 miles)
After crossing the Pinodieta Pass, you will continue through the 
market town of Esplette known for its trade of small wild horses and 
its pepper. Then follow the river Nive along winding paths to the 
UNESCO listed site of Saint Jean Pied-de-Port, just 5 miles from the 
Spanish border. B&B

Day 5  Saint Jean Pied-de-Port to Itxassou or Cambo-les-
Bains (25 miles)
Today you have a choice of either continuing your bike ride or taking 
the train to the next stage of your journey. Explore the surroundings 
by following an itinerary specially designed for you. HB

 
Day 6  Back to Biarritz (28 miles)
Cycle to Bayonne and spend some time enjoying the city, famous 
for its festivals and cuisine. Your route then leads along the coast of 
Anglet, ending your journey back in Biarritz.

*

Own Travel £1139 
Rail Inclusive from £1475

Extra night at B&B Biarritz £110

Starting days: Any day  
April – October

Prices per 
person

£

Holiday highlights: Basque Country

Historic Hondarribia Resort of Biarritz

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  6 breakfasts / 3 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Recommended options
Spend an extra night in Biarritz to allow yourself 
more time to explore the town or recover with a 
relaxing day on the beach.

Bespoke options available.

Highlights
•  Resort of Biarritz

•  Historic Hondarribia

•  Train journey to the summit of La Rhune

•  Basque cuisine

•  Quaint Basque village of Ainhoa 

Saint Jean Pied-de-Port
Saint-Etienne de Baigon

Bayonne

Ainhoa

Cambo-les-Bains

Biarritz

Itxassou

Ustaritz

Ascain

Zugarramurdi

Hondarribia

Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/cognac-cyclingEASY

Classic Cognac Cycling
Fine brandy and easy cycling

Follow the meandering River Charente and cycle 
through prestigious Cognac vineyards with 
opportunities to taste the finest brands, including 
a visit to the famous Hennessy Cognac house. 
Opportunity to upgrade your accommodation.

6-7 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Le Gond Pontouvre
Your holiday starts with a transfer to the 2-star hotel and restaurant le 
Moulin Neuf at Le Gond Pontouvre, superbly located at the edge of 
the Touvre spring. Dine on the terrace soothed by the sound of water. 
 
Day 2  Le Gond Pontouvre to Bassac (25 miles)
Head north to Dorgeville and the impressive Roman amphitheatre, 
then on to Rouillac for lunch. Continue via Merignac to reach 
Bassac and the Hôtel l’Essille with its lovely gardens and locally 
renowned restaurant.

Day 3  Day trip from Bassac (21 miles)
Follow the river to St Simon and visit the Gabare boat museum 
with an optional riverboat trip. Cycle to St Simeux for lunch before 
continuing to Châteauneuf and circling through pretty hamlets on 
your return to Bassac. 
 
Day 4  Bassac to Cognac (25 miles)
Pass through Jarnac, perhaps visiting the Courvoisier distillery and 
François Mitterand Museum. Head south to Segonzac and back 
through Roissac to your hotel at Châteaubernard on the outskirts 
of Cognac. Alternatively you can upgrade to the luxurious Château 
de l’Yeuse.

Day 5  Day trip from Cognac (30 miles)
Ride through vineyards and lush forests past the Abbey de 
Fontdouce to St Bris des Bois. Follow a small river valley to rejoin 
the banks of the Charente, then skirt the town of Cognac through 
Châteaubernard. Alternatively take an in-depth tour of the city 
and enjoy a Cognac tasting with complimentary tickets to the 
Hennessy Cognac house.
 
Day 6  Cognac to Le Gond Pontouvre (30 miles)
Meander along the valley of the Charente to St Simon, then cycle 
across country to return to le Moulin Neuf. Relax on your final night 
at this charming hotel and enjoy the seasonal food at its excellent 
restaurant.

Own Travel £929 
Rail Inclusive from £1299

Upgrade: to 4-star 2 nights HB 
Cognac £170 per person

Starting days: Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday

Prices per 
person

£

Holiday highlights: River Charente

Prestigious vineyards Cognac house of Hennessy 

What’s included
•  5 or 6 days cycling 

•  6-7 breakfasts / 6-7 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Recommended options
Add an extra stop between Bassac and Cognac at 
the Château de Mesnac, a period chambre d’hôte 
where your host will guide you enthusiastically 
through a Cognac tasting and provide an evening 
meal from their own seasonal fresh produce.

Day 4: Upgrade to the 4-star Château de l’Yeuse at 
Cognac.

Highlights
•  Riverside cycling along the Charente

•  Prestigious vineyards 

•   Tasting at the famous Cognac house of 
Hennessy 

Mesnac
Rouillac

Le Gond Pontouvre

Saint-Simeux

Jarnac

Bassac
COGNAC

ANGOULÊME

BRITISH REP ON HAND
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Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/basqueMODERATE
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Holiday highlights: Verteuil-sur-Charente Château

Town of Confolens Beautiful rolling countryside

BRITISH REP ON HAND

Confolens

Nieuil

Massignac

Montbron

St-Germain-de-Confolens

La Rochefoucauld

Angouleme

Verteuil

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  7 breakfasts / 5 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   Beautiful rolling countryside

•   Bustling town of Confolens

•   Stunning Châteaux – the Loire in  
spectacular Minature

Châteaux of the  
Charente
Country lanes and a rolling landscape of 
rivers and lakes – a cyclists’ paradise!

MODERATE

Local folklore has it that when God finished his work creating 
the magnificent châteaux in the Loire, he set to work in this 
region, sprinkling the area with myriad smaller castles.

7 nights (5 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Nieuil
Your holiday begins at the charming and peaceful 4-star Château de 
Nieuil, a ‘Relais du Silence’ set in woodland, along with its renowned 
restaurant La Grange des Oies and a heated pool. HB 
 
Day 2  Day trip to Verteuil (35 miles)
Cycling on quiet country roads, this round trip takes in the pretty 
villages of Nanteuil and Verteuil-sur-Charente with its magnificent 
château on the river. HB

Day 3  Nieuil to Confolens (18 miles)
Today, head to the valley of the River Vienne and to the bustling town 
of Confolens. Our friendly chambre d’hôte overlooks the old cobbled 
bridge. There’s a good choice of restaurants in town. B&B

Day 4  Day trip along the Vallée de Vienne (28 miles)
A loop ride takes you either side of the lazy river with opportunities 
for a river-bank picnic before reaching the medieval castle of St-
Germain-de-Confolens. B&B

Day 5  Confolens to Massignac (22 miles)
After breakfast, follow the river south, then climb the rolling hills of 
Charente-Limousin to your next château hotel, which overlooks the 
lakes of Haute-Charente. HB
 
Day 6  Massignac to Montbron (30 miles)
Cycle around the lake’s nature reserve, the source of the River 
Charente, stopping at a leisure beach before lunch. In the afternoon, 
ride through picturesque countryside before the long descent to the 
delightful Chambre d’hôte Brise Bois. HB 
 
Day 7  Day trip to La Rochefoucauld (26 miles)
An easy ride, partly along a converted railway line to the pretty town 
of La Rochefoucauld with its picturesque château and cobbled bridge 
over the Tardoire river. Return along the river valley to Brise Bois. HB

Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/chateau-charente

Own Travel £1335 
Rail Inclusive from £1699

Extra night at Château de Nieuil £120

Starting days: Tuesday or 
Saturday

Prices per 
person

£

49

The bustling town  
of Confolens
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Luxury Grand Cru 
Tour

 

Luxury Grand  
Cru Tour
Cycle through Bordeaux’s most 
prestigious vineyards

This prestige cycle tour is for those who appreciate 
Bordeaux’s supremacy as the wine cellar of France. 
The route takes you through some of the most famous 
towns such as Pauillac, St Emilion and Margaux with 
a chance to taste wines. Your stay is in luxury hotels 
and includes two Michelin starred menus.

6 nights (5 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Bordeaux

On arrival you will be transferred to Château Cordeillan-Bages 
in Pauillac, home of 3 of the 5 first Grands Crus Classes and 
15 Crus Classe Médoc. Enjoy some relaxation time before 
dinner in the hotel’s restaurant. HB

Day 2  La Route des Grands Crus (27 miles)
Leave Pauillac and cycle towards Margaux, travelling through 
Saint-Julien and Moulis en route. Pass the famous Laffite 
Rothschild, Latour and Mouton Rothschild vineyards. Tonight 
you dine and stay in Château Marojalia, a private château. HB

Day 3  Margaux to Bourg-sur-Gironde (26-32 miles)
Cycle to Lamarque and cross the Gironde Estuary by 
ferry, arriving in magnificent Blaye to continue your journey 
along the banks of the estuary. Pass through extensive 
vineyards and along the ‘Corniche Fleurie’ towards Bourg, 
an architectural jewel clinging to a rock and one of the most 
beautiful villages in the area. Stay the night in Château Julie, 
Virsac, with dinner included. HB

Day 4  Bourg-sur-Gironde to Saint Emilion (24 miles)
Cycle to Saint Emilion, past Fronsac and Pomerol on 
a circuit that leads you into the heart of the best wine 
territory of the area. Discover the beautiful homes of the 
growers and their families, often situated in the vineyards 
themselves. Tonight’s accommodation is Hostellerie de 
Plaisance in Saint Emilion. HB

Day 5  Cycle around Saint Emilion (12-21 miles)
This circuit takes you around the eastern part of the Saint 
Emilion vineyards and villages. Cycle through estates and 
remarkable scenery to Castillon la Bataille before reaching 
the banks of the Dordogne River. Enjoy a second night in 
Saint Emilion. HB

Day 6  St Emilion to Bordeaux (32 miles)
Today head through Branne and onto the ‘Roger Lapébie’ 
bike path. Enjoy an idyllic journey through medieval towns, 
past country houses, and Roman churches – a perfect way 
to explore the region’s rich architectural heritage. Arrive in 
the majestic Place de la Bourse in Bordeaux and finish your 
holiday in the 5-star Regent Grand Hotel. B&B

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/bordeaux-prestige

What’s included
•  5 days cycling

•  6 nights 4 & 5 star hotels

•  6 breakfasts / 6 gastronomic dinners

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return first class rail from London for the rail 
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with pannier 
and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support and local agent

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £2599 
Rail Inclusive from £2999  

Starting days: Sunday, 
Monday, Tuesday, Saturday

£

Pauillac

Bourg

Margaux

Pomerol

Moulis

Virsac

St Emilion

Créon
BORDEAUX

MODERATE
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Highlights

Château Cordeillan – Bages

Beautiful Dordogne River

Historic Bordeaux

Famous vineyards  
of St Emilion

   Stay in 4 and 5 Star hotels and 
private châteaux

   Dinner at Michelin starred 
restaurant

   World famous vineyards such 
as: Lafite Rothschild, Latour, 
Mouton Rothschild, Châteaux 
Pichon Logueville, Pontete 
Canet, Lynch Bages Cotes de 
Blaye, Bordeaux Supérieur

   Follow Medoc Route des Vins

51

Tailor it!
Speak to one of our team to arrange a 
wine tasting outing.



 

Dordogne  
Prestige en Vélo
Grand scenery and grand hotels

Cycle through an undulating landscape of forested 
hills and dramatic gorges, taking in the fairytale feel 
of this beautiful region. You’ll stay in château hotels 
and enjoy sumptuous cuisine at the end of each day.
A great ride for cycling enthusiasts.

7 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Souillac

Arrive at the luxurious Château de la Treyne and settle in before a 
gourmet meal.

Day 2  La Treyne to Coly (30 miles)
Our agent delivers your bikes and off you go through Souillac 
and into remote countryside on the way to Coly and the 
Manoir de Hautegante.

Day 3  Coly to Les Eyzies (33 miles)
Cycle through the pretty Périgord villages, including Saint 
Léon sur Vézère, before descending to Les Eyzies to stay two 
nights at Hôtel les Glycines.

Day 4  Day trip from Les Eyzies (16 miles)
Explore the nearby prehistoric cave paintings at Lascaux, 
renowned as a centre of world pre-history, or cycle along the 
river to Le Bugue, Limeuil and Trémolat.

Day 5  Les Eyzies to Domme (24 miles)
A cross-country ride takes you through Sarlat, an ancient 
town worthy of a visit with its honey coloured medieval 
buildings and fabulous Saturday market. Continue to the 
stunning bastide of Domme and the Hôtel l’Esplanade for two 
nights. Perched on a hill this fortified village oozes character 
and the views over the Dordogne Valley are undoubtedly 
some of France’s finest.

Day 6  Day trip from Domme (10-14 miles)
Cycle to La Roque Gageac and the dramatically situated 
castle at Beynac, which dates back to Richard the Lionheart. 
You may prefer to leave the saddle and hire a canoe to paddle 
down the river from nearby Vitrac.

Day 7  Domme to Château de la Treyne (25 miles)
Follow the shady banks of the Dordogne to Souillac to reach 
the Château de la Treyne for your final night. From the cliff 
tops, this magnificent castle overhangs the Dordogne in a 
spectacular setting. Linger over a sumptuous meal as you 
relax on your final night.

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/dordogne-velo

What’s included
•  6 days cycling

•  7 nights luxury accommodation 

•  7 breakfasts / 7 gourmet meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotel

•   Return first class rail from London for the 
rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support and local agent

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1999 
Rail Inclusive from £2525

Starting days: Any, 
except Saturday by rail

£

Les Eyzies

Coly

Souilllac

La Treyne

Domme

CHALLENGING
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Highlights

Cave painting at Lascaux

Stunning views over the 
Dordogne Valley

La Roque Gageac

Historic Sarlat

Breathtaking  
Château de la Treyne
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Tailor it!
Speak to one of our team about the bespoke 
options available on this holiday.

BRITISH REP ON HAND



La Vélodyssée
The famous Atlantic coast cycle route.

Reservations 01580 849262

Stage 1
Nantes to La Rochelle  
La Vélodyssée
8 nights (3 half-board)

Day 1  Arrive in Nantes
Arrival in Nantes, capital of the Loire region, on 
the mouth of the estuary of the longest river 
in France. It boasts the magnificent Duc de 
Bretagne Castle and 15th Century ramparts. You 
meet with our guide at 6PM at your hotel for an 
orientation meeting rep at 6pm.

Day 2 Nantes to Saint Brevin les Pins  
(42 miles)
As you leave Nantes, cross the River Loire and 
pass through the through colourful houses of 
the Trentemoult district. Follow the river out 
to the coast. Breathe in the sea breeze as you 
approach Brevin -les-Pins and the South Loire 
beaches. 

Day 3  From Saint Brevin to Bouin  
(21 miles)
Take in the wonderful panoramic views as 
you cycle along the coastline today. We 
recommend that you take the optional loop 
on the St Gildas point. Cycle through the 
pretty port of Pornic as you start your descent 
between the marshes and the sea, before 
arriving in your hotel in Bouin.  

Stage 3
Bordeaux to Biarritz  
La Vélodyssée
7 nights (4 half-board)

Day 1  Arrive Bordeaux
Arrive at your 3-Star Hôtel de Normandie in the 
heart of the 18th century centre of Bordeaux. 
B&B 
 
Day 2  Bordeaux to Lacanau (39 miles)
Set out along a cycle path that follows a 
former railway track; an easy and safe route 
with beautiful scenery that takes you through 
a pine forest abuzz with cicadas. Stay at 
3-star Hôtel Vital Parc, in the heart of the 
forest. HB

Day 3  Lacanau to Arcachon (29 miles)
Here you pick up the Vélodyssée between 
dunes and forest. Riding on dedicated cycle 
tracks, discover the widest beaches of the 
Aquitaine Coast and the beautiful scenery on 
the way to Cap Ferret, where you will take the 
ferry to Arcachon. Tonight’s accommodation is 
3-star Hôtel de la Plage. B&B

Day 4  Arcachon to Biscarrosse  
(18 miles)
Start the day with a trip to the top of the Great 
Dune of Pyla, then cycle under the pines of 
the Landes forest, the perfect blend of ocean 
and woodland. Spend tonight at 3-star Hôtel 
la Forestière. HB.

Stage 2
La Rochelle to Bordeaux  
La Vélodyssée
7 nights (all half-board)

Day 1 Arrive in la Rochelle
This historic city is very well equipped with cycling 
paths, which makes it perfect getting around by 
bike. Stay at the Hotel Francois Premier.

Day 2 La Rochelle to Rochefort sur Mer 
(26 miles)
Ride on the cycle path along the coastline  
through small seaside villages like Les 
Boucholeurs or Châtelaillon-Plage and through 
the wetlands to Rochefort, home to a great variety 
of birds such as storks and herons. Stay in the 
Hotel de France 3*.

Day 3 Rochefort to La Tremblade  
(25 miles)
Cross the Charente River on France’s last 
transporter bridge, classified as Historic 
Monument and dedicated to pedestrians and 
bicycles. Continue cycling along the canals then 
through the marshes. Discover Brouage citadel 
built by the French engineer Vauban and bike 
through the oyster farms along the coast of 
Marennes beaches. Stay at the Hotel  
Héron Cendré.

What’s included
•  7 days cycling

•  8 nights in 2 and 3* hotels 

•  8 breakfasts / 3 evening meals 
 

Highlights
•   Duc de Bretagne Castle and 15th 

Century ramparts in Nantes

•   Stunning Atlantic coastline

•   Marais Poitevin Wetland – France’s 
‘Green Venice’ 

•   Medieval town of Pornic

•   Jade coast

•   Historic Harbour town of La Rochelle

What’s included
•   6 days cycling

•   7 nights in luxury hotel with breakfast

•  7 breakfasts / 4 evening meals 
 

Highlights
•   Bordeaux – Unesco World Heritage Site

•   Pine forests 

•   Coastal cycling

•   Dune de Pyla

•   Oyster villages

•   Resort of Biarritz

What’s included
•  6 days cycling

•  7 breakfasts / 7 evening meals 
 

Highlights
•   Almost exclusively cycle tracks

•   Wetlands and nature reserves home to 
huge variety of birds

•   Pine forest fringed sandy beaches

•   Fortified village of Brouage

•   Famous vineyards of Médoc

•   Historic harbour town of La Rochelle

•   City of Bordeaux, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site

MODERATE

The three most beautiful sections of the longest cycle track in Europe: 
La Vélodyssée, from Nantes all the way to Biarritz discover pine forests, 
waterways and the ocean. It’s a continuously signposted route so you can 
select a specific section for your holiday, or you may want to attempt all 
three at once.

St Gilles Croix de VieMarais Poitevin Wetland ‘Green Venice’ Forêt Olonne sur Mer
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Day 4  From Bouin to Noirmoutier  
en L’ile  (28 miles)
The day starts with a morning cycle through 
the oyster farms. In the afternoon, you can 
cycle over to the Noirmoutier Island either via 
the Passage de Gois causeway if the tide is 
low or over the bridge if the tide is high. You’ll 
spend the night in a hotel on the island

Day 5 Noirmoutier to St Gilles Croix 
De Vie  (36 miles)
You’re heading south again today. You’ll have 
lots of chances to stop off for a swim in some of 
the numerous coves on the way. You’ll arrive in 
the charming town of St Gilles Croix de Vie in the 
afternoon. Settle in to your hotel. 
 
Day 6  St Gilles Croix De Vie to Sable 
D’olonne  (23 miles)
A days cycling along the coast and through 
pine forests on to the beach resort of Sables 
D’Olonne. 
 
Day 7  Sables-D’olonne to La-Tranche-
Sur-Mer  (27 miles)
Cycle past the rocky coves, following the cycle 
path to the port of Guittière where you sample 
some local  fresh oysters. A lovely ride through 
the Longueville forest will bring you out at La 
Tranche Mer where you are staying for the night. 
 

Day 8  La-Tranche-Sur-Mer to La 
Rochelle  (42 miles)
The days starts with a cycle round the beautiful 
nature reserve of Anse de L’Aiguillon. Follow 
the Sevre Niortaise river along to Brault Bridge, 
where you’ll pick up the canal at Marans and 
follow it along to the historic harbour town of La 
Rochelle where you will stay for the night.

Day 5  Biscarrosse to Mimizan Plage 
(32 miles)
The Vélodyssée takes you inland to discover 
Lake Cazaux and Sanguinet, a little paradise 
surrounded by greenery and pines. Then 
follow the banks of Lake Biscarrosse, through 
the Landes forest back to the ocean. Stay in a 
charming chambre d’hôte or 2-star hotel. HB. 
 
Day 6  Mimizan Plage to Moliets  
(34 miles)
Follow the Vélodyssée through the quiet, 
scented pine forest, leaving the track from 
time to time to visit the nearby ocean 
beaches. End your day at a 3-star hotel in 
another attractive seaside town, Moliets. HB.

 
Day 7  Moliets to Biarritz (40 miles)
The cycle path leads through the forest to 
the famous seaside towns of Hossegor and 
Capbreton. Enjoy the wide beaches and 
continue through more urban areas as you 
approach Boucau. Ride on a pleasant route 
into the Basque Country, through Bayonne 
and onto Biarritz. Stay by the sea in 3-star 
Hôtel Georges VI. B&B

Recommended options
Add in a night in Andernos, B&B, between 
Lacanau and Arcachon and have an extra 
day cycling around the Bay of Arcachon (23 
miles). Follow the Vélodyssée and little roads 
to explore the Bay of Arcachon. Discover the 
surrounding towns and small ports enjoy the 
splendid views over the bay and observe the 
many species of birds.
Bespoke options available.

Day 4 La Tremblade to Royan  
(28 miles)
Cycle through La Tremblade forest to the 
lighthouse “Phare de la Coubre”. Take in the sea 
breeze as you cycle along the superb bay “Baie 
des Anses” and reach La Palmyre. You’ll notice 
the coastline getting rockier with beautiful coves, 
as you approach Royan. Stay at the Hôtel le 
Foncillon, Royan.

Day 5 Royan to Hourtin  
(ferry crossing + 30miles)
Start the day off with a ferry trip across the 
Gironde, taking you to the tip of the Medoc 
peninsular. Enjoy the beautiful panoramic views 
from Verdon-sur-mer before continuing your trip 
along the beaches up until Hourtin. Stay at Hotel 
les Pins, Hourtin. 

Day 6 Hourtin to Margaux (39 miles)
You ride today on small country roads in the 
heart of the most prestigious vineyards like 
Saint-Esthèphe, Lafite-Rothschild, Mouton-
Rothschild among others. Your route passes in 
Pauillac at the edge of the estuary where you 
can see the square fishing nets, typical to this 
region and ends in Margaux, in the heart of the 
prestigious Medoc region. Stay in the Pavillon 
de Margaux.

Day 7 Margaux to Bordeaux (21 miles)
You ride through the prestigious vineyards 
until you reach the dynamic city of Bordeaux. 
Discover the banks of the Garonne river,  
the medieval streets and the buildings with 
chiseled white stones. Stay at Best Western St 
Jean, Bordeaux. 

Included on all stages
•   Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•    Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support 

Prices per person
Own Travel £1675 
Rail Inclusive from £1999

Starting days: Any

£ ££

bellefrance.com/la-rochelle

Prices per person
Own Travel £1247 
Rail Inclusive from £1572

Starting days: Any

Prices per person
Own Travel £1389 
Rail Inclusive from £1715

Starting days: Any
bellefrance.com/la-rochelle-bordeaux bellefrance.com/bordeaux
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Discover  
Southern France

From the rolling Midi Pyrenees to the 
clear waters and wonderful light of the 
Cote d’Azur, this is a part of France that 
has been an inspiration to residents and 
visitors for centuries. From hills to the 
balmy coast there is something here for 
all cyclists.

Absorb the essence of Provence, the 
fragrances of Grasse. Sip a coffee in a 
cafe in glamorous St Tropez. Or simply 
sit on the quay and take in the buzz at 
the busy fishing port of Sète. 

Pack your shorts and the factor 30 and 
cycle up a tan.

Rebecca’s passion for France began over 30 years 
ago after her first holiday there. Since then she 
has visited the country many times gaining a large 
amount of knowledge on the regions and culture.   

She is a French speaker and a keen walker who loves the 
outdoors so can relate very well with our clients requirements.  

Rebecca knows many regions within France well but is a 
specialist on Provence. She has spent a lot of time in this 
region and has walked many of our routes and visited a lot of 
our hotels. She has established a good working relationship 
with many of our hoteliers and suppliers enabling us to 
provide only the best service for our clients.

Meet Rebecca, our  
Southern France expert

My absolute favourite: 
Canal du Midi Prestige
Arriving in Carcassonne is stunning. I loved the first day of 
this tour cycling around the fortified ancient Cité then out to 
St Hillaire where we picnicked at the 8th Century Abbey.

The cycle route on this holiday is fabulous, tracking the 
canal until you reach the sea. I found it a lovely treat to 
arrive in Sète known as ‘Venice of Languedoc’. Eat in the 
wonderful restaurants famous for fish and Italian influences.
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Be in awe of the 
extraordinary Pont  
du Gard bridge.
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Provence Prestige en Vélo 

Provençal Cycling 

Canal du Midi Prestige
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Provence 
Prestige en Vélo
Vineyards and olive groves

Absorb the essence of Provence – sleepy villages, sun 
soaked vineyards, Roman ruins and the magnificent 
Pont du Gard. Easy cycling along quiet lanes and 
canal paths brings you to charming destinations 
where you are guaranteed a top quality room and 
delicious food.

7 nights (all half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Avignon 

Arrive at the luxurious Hostellerie la Magnaneraie in the 
quiet suburbs of old Villeneuve-les-Avignon. Explore the old 
town centre or relax in the hotel gardens by the pool before 
enjoying your evening meal in the attractive dining room. 

Day 2  Avignon to Collias (25 miles)
It is a level ride to Remoulins before you cross the river 
beneath the Pont du Gard on your way to the Hostellerie 
le Castellas at Collias. Enjoy small secluded pool and 
gourmet restaurant.

Day 3  Collias to Tarascon (29 miles)
Begin with a short climb before taking quiet lanes through 
the vineyards of the Costières de Nîmes. Pass the bullring 
in Redessan then cycle to Beaucaire and cross the River 
Rhône into Tarascon. After exploring one or both of these 
bustling riverside towns, it is just a short ride south for two 
nights in the rustic charm of 5* chambre d’hôte Mas de 
Comtes.

Day 4  Day Trip from Tarascon (10-20 miles)
Explore the many canals, stopping off at the port 
of Beaucaire and the typical Provençal village of 
Vallabrègues. Extend the journey to visit the Abbey of St 
Michel de Frigolet before returning via the Celtic village of 
Aramon. Second night at Mas des Comtes.

Day 5  Tarascon to Les Beaux en Provence (21 miles)
After visiting the Olive ‘Boutique’ at the Château 
d’Estoublon, climb to les Baux en Provence and settle into 
the beautiful Baumanière les Baux en Provence hotel, with 
plenty of time to explore the charming medieval village, or 
spend afternoon relaxing in the hotel grounds. Tonight’s 
dinner is in the excellent restaurant.

Day 6  Les Beaux en Provence to St Rémy (8-24miles)
Take a short ride to St Rémy to seek out the haunts of 
Van Gogh, or visit the Roman sanctuary of Glanum. 
Alternatively you could take a more challenging 24 mile 
ride across the Alpilles to Maussane and Eygalières. 
Then head to your accommodation, the 5-star spa hotel, 
Le Vallon de Valrugues. There’s time to settle in before 
enjoying another wonderful dinner.

Day 7  St Rémy
Many of our clients spend their final day exploring St 
Rémy. The town offers a delightful labyrinth of narrow 
medieval streets with boutiques, bistros, museums and art 
galleries, or we offer a choice of cycling circuits before a 
final night of relaxation at your hotel.

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/provence-velo

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  7 nights luxury accomodation

•   7 breakfasts / 6 gourmet dinners /  
1 Michelin starred dinner

•  Luggage transfers between hotel

•   Return first class rail from London for the 
rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support and local agent

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1999 
Rail Inclusive from £2525 

Starting days: Any

£

AVIGNON

Graveson

Collias

Pont du Gard

Tarascon

Les Baux

St Rémy

MODERATE
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Highlights

Dinner at Michelin Star restaurant 
in Les Beaux

Explore the delightful town of St Rémy

Mas des Comtes

Cycling through 
scented pines, 

vineyards and fields 
of sunflowers

Medieval fortified city of Avignon

   Luxury accommodation and 
gourmet food
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Holiday highlights: Pont du Gard Aqueduct

Les Baux de Provence Mazet des Roches

What’s included
•  6 days cycling

•  7 breakfasts / 4 evening meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotels

•   Return rail from London for the rail  
inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with  
pannier and bike map holders

•  24 hrs Belle France support

Highlights
•   Visit the famous Roman Aqueduct ‘Pont du Gard’

•  Enjoy riverside towns and fortified villages

•  Cycle along canal towpaths

Remoulins

St Giles

Graveson

Fontvielle

Beaucaire

AVIGNON

ARLES

EASY
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/provence-dreamsBRITISH REP ON HAND

Provençal Cycling
Wild herbs and lavender

An easy-going tour that soaks up the Provençal 
atmosphere. This holiday offers plenty of time for sight-
seeing. Explore historic towns, meandering canals and of 
course the famous Pont du Gard aqueduct as you enjoy this 
splendid region. 

7 nights (4 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Graveson
On arrival in Graveson, just south of Avignon, relax at Hôtel Mas des 
Amandiers. This is the perfect opportunity to enjoy some time by the 
pool before cycling begins. HB

Day 2  Graveson to Remoulins (19 miles)
Head towards the lovely riverside town of Remoulins with its old 
fortified village. Just downstream is the famous Pont Du Gard Roman 
aqueduct. Overnight at Hôtel Le Columbier. HB

Day 3   Remoulins to Beaucaire (19 miles)
Cycle through medieval villages before reaching the historic village of 
Beaucaire. Your hotel for the night in nearby Tarascon is Hôtel Mazets 
des Roches. HB

Day 4  Beaucaire to Fontvielle (14 miles)
An easy short journey from Beaucaire to Fontvielle across the Rhône 
and passing paddy fields before picking up the Sète canal towpath.  
Your hotel for the night is Hôtel Val Majour. B&B

Day 5  Day Trip from Fontvielle
Today you have the opportunity for a leisurely ride to the village of 
Paradou, or cover another 10 miles (mostly flat) to reach the wetlands 
of St Martin de Crau, where migratory birds are abundant. B&B

Day 6  Fontvielle to Graveson (20 miles)
The journey back to Graveson takes in the spectacular rock 
formations of the Les Baux de Provence, where buildings are carved 
into white limestone. Now you can freewheel down to the artistic 
village of St Rémy before pedalling across the fields to Graveson.  
Overnight at Hôtel Mas des Amandiers. HB

This holiday is best enjoyed outside July and August. 

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £945 
Rail Inclusive from £1379 
 
Starting days: Any day except 
Sunday

£
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Beautiful Lavender 
fields at dusk 



Highlights

Cycle along picturesque  
canal paths Idyllic waterways 
of the Canal du Midi

Excellent accommodation and 
gourmet meals

Spectacular ancient fortified city 
of Carcassonne

Sandy beaches and harbour of 
Sète known as the ‘Venice of 
Languedoc’

Cycle along picturesque  
canal paths
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Canal du  
Midi Prestige
Ancient cities and idyllic waterways

From the extraordinary fortified town of Carcassone 
to the sandy beaches of the Mediterranean, travel 
down tree lined towpaths, over beautiful stone 
bridges and through some of the prettiest scenery 
in southwest France, ending each day in excellent 
accommodation.

7 nights (5 half-board) 

Day 1  Arrive Carcassonne 

Arrive in the ancient fortified city of Carcassonne. Soak up the 
view from your hotel, located just outside of the medieval walls, 
or explore the cobblestone streets of the old town. Stay at the 
3-star Hôtel du Château and eat at an excellent restaurant in La 
Cité. HB

Day 2  Carcassonne to Siran ( 26 miles)
Cycle alongside the canal through picturesque Trèbes and 
Marseillet to the tiny hamlet of Siran. Stay at the 3-star 
Château de Siran. HB

Day 3  Day Trip from Siran (26 miles)
Your ride today takes a break from the Canal itself to take you 
into the lovely vineyards and villages of the Minervois. You’ll 
arrive in Caunes Minervois in time to visit the stunning abbey 
and to find some lunch.  The afternoon ride takes you past 
the site of the mysterious and surprisingly poignant dolmen of 
Saint Eugene, with its unusual covered passageways, thought 
to be a burial site. You can stop for a refreshment in Laure-
Minervois before the final stretch back to your hotel in Siran 
for a second evening at Château de Siran B&B

Day 4  Siran to Cabezac (16 miles)
Today your route is partially on the canal and partially 
amongst olive groves, vineyards and flowered fields. Leave 
the canal at Le Somail with its pretty bridges and cycle 
towards Bastide de Cabezac. HB

Day 5  Day 5: Cabezac to Villeneuve les Béziers (26 miles)
An easy cycle along the canal side through the villages of 
Colombiers and Capestang leads to Béziers. Spend some 
time wandering the old cobbled streets before heading 
towards your hotel, Bastide de Cabezac. Dinner is included in 
a restaurant in town. HB

Day 6  Villeneuve les Béziers to Sète (31 miles)
You will reach the end of the Canal du Midi today, where it 
empties into the sea at Agde. From there, enjoy the beautiful 
new bike path that follows the sandy beach before arriving in 
the port town of Sète. Stay two nights at the Grand Hôtel. HB

Day 7  Day at Sète
Take a day off from cycling and discover the bustling port 
town of Sète also known as the “Venice of Languedoc”. 
You’re sure to be tempted by one of the sandy beaches so 
take your bathing suit! B&B

PRESTIGE
Reservations 01580 849262 
bellefrance.com/canal-midi

What’s included
•  6 days cycling 

•  7 nights 

•  7 breakfasts / 5 gourmet meals

•  Luggage transfers between hotel

•   Return first class rail from London for the 
rail inclusive price

•   Fully serviced hybrid bikes fitted with 
pannier and bike map holders

•   24 hrs Belle France support and local agent

Prestige

Prices per 
person

Own Travel £1999 
Rail Inclusive from £2419

Starting days: Any

£

Homps

Cabezac
Béziers

Agde

Le Somail

Nizzan les Ensérune

CARCASSONE

SÈTE

MODERATE
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9.00am – 5.00pm Monday – Friday 
01580 849262 

Should you phone when we are closed, 
leave a message and we’ll call you back 
as soon as we can.

Alternatively, you can email us at: 
enquiries@bellefrance.com

Your holiday cost
The prices featured on each holiday page are based on two 
people travelling and sharing a room. However, we are more than 
happy to quote for single travellers, parties of three or more or for 
families.

Own travel prices
Your holiday with us starts on your arrival at the first hotel and 
ends at your last hotel. You may require additional transfers from 
or to your points of arrival and departure or back to the start to 
retrieve a vehicle. We are happy to arrange these for you at a 
supplementary cost. Bear in mind that cheap flights may involve 
long and expensive transfers.

Travel inclusive
Travel inclusive – Our rail inclusive prices include standard return 
rail travel and also often include the station to hotel transfers. 
Our Prestige holidays include first class rail tickets, but of course 
you may ask to upgrade your rail journey on any of our holidays. 
Please note that if booking within 12 weeks of departure prices 
for rail travel are subject to change.

The timings of rail travel provided at the time of booking may also 
be subject to change, due to changes in timetables. In the event 
of this happening we will inform you of any changes and the 
exact times will be confirmed to you before your departure.

Single travellers
Belle France holidays are enjoyed by many single people, as 
well as people who just want to travel solo. So if you want to 
experience the stunning French countryside by bike or on foot 
with a trustworthy French specialist, we’d love to hear from you. 
We have individually hand crafted all of our itineraries and each 
route is inspected by us to ensure safety and peace of mind at 
every turn.

Family bookings
Whilst our holidays aren’t specifically put together with families in 
mind, we would be delighted to put a quotation together based 
on your requirements. Many of the hotels we work with do offer 
family accommodation, however the bedding configuration 
varies, so please bear this in mind.

Overseas customers
We are delighted to have welcomed so many overseas 
customers on our holidays, however, due to the bank charges 
we incur and the additional cost for ticket dispatch, we charge a 
small administration fee of £60 per booking.

Late bookings
We advise booking at least 6 months in advance where possible, 
especially during Easter, May, Jun, September and October, as 
it can be very busy in many of our hotels, and as many are small 
family run establishments, availability can be an issue. That said 
we know you can’t always plan ahead, so we’ll go out of our way 
to find you rooms if you want to make a last minute booking.

Important Information
Holiday insurance
It is a condition of our package that you and all 
members of your party are covered by adequate Travel 
Insurance for the duration of their holiday. We strongly 
suggest that clients ensure they have in place some 
form of cancellation cover which is effective from the 
time of making the booking. This ensures that you 
will benefit from protection in the event that you find 
it necessary to cancel your holiday due to unforeseen 
circumstances covered by the policy.

Thank you for your loyalty!
We are very proud to have built such loyalty amongst our 
customers and we really appreciate the fact that you keep 
coming back to us year after year. We’re also very grateful 
for the fantastic reviews and we will continue striving to offer 
even better holidays and great customer service.
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Booking Conditions
These booking conditions, together with  
our privacy policy, essential information, booking 
information, the advice and information section 
and any other written information we have 
brought to your attention before we confirmed 
your booking, set out the details of your booking 
with Belle France, a trading name of Alan Rogers 
Travel ltd, Spelmonden Old Oast, Goudhurst, Kent 
TN17 1HE, UK. (“we”, “us” or “Belle France”). 
Please read them carefully as they set out our 
respective rights and obligations. In these Booking 
Conditions, “you” and “your” include the first 
named person on the booking and all persons 
on whose behalf a booking is made or any other 
person to whom a booking is added or transferred. 

By making a booking, the first named person on the booking 
agrees on behalf of all persons detailed on the booking that:

1.    He/she has read these terms and conditions and has the 
authority to and does agree to be bound by them;

2.  He/she consents to our use of information in accordance 
with our  
Privacy Policy;

3.  He/she is over 18 years of age and resident in United 
Kingdom (if you are not a resident of United Kingdom, you 
must advise us prior to booking) and where placing an order 
for services with age restrictions declares that he/she and all 
members of the party are of the appropriate age to purchase 
those services;

4.  He/she accepts financial responsibility for payment of the 
booking on behalf of all persons detailed on the booking. 

Our obligations to you will vary depending upon whether we 
act as a package organiser in the sale of a package holiday 
or as a booking agent on behalf of ferry operators, Eurotunnel 
and hotel operators, to help you to arrange holiday products; 
our differing obligations are set out below, in three separate 
sections: Section A contains the conditions which will apply 
to all bookings. Section B contains the conditions which will 
apply when you make a booking with us where we act as the 
package organiser. Section C contains the conditions which 
apply to agency bookings.

SECTION A – APPLICABLE TO ALL BOOKINGS
1. Making A Booking
By making the booking the party leader confirms that he/
she accepts and agrees to be bound by these conditions 
and that he/she has the authority of all those in his/her party 
to make the booking on their behalf. Once we have received 
your booking and all appropriate payments, we will, subject 
to availability, confirm your booking by issuing a confirmation 
invoice, either directly from us or on behalf of the supplier as 
applicable. A binding contract between you and the transport 
/ hotel operator or other supplier (where we are acting as an 
agent), or between you and us (where we are the Organiser of a 
Package holiday) comes into existence when we despatch the 
booking confirmation to the party leader.

This invoice will be sent to the party leader. Please check this 
invoice carefully as soon as you receive it. You must contact 
us immediately if any information which appears on the 
confirmation or any other document appears to be incorrect or 
incomplete as it may not be possible to make changes later.

We regret we cannot accept any liability if we are not notified of 
any inaccuracy in any document within 7 days of our sending 
it out. We will do our best to rectify any mistake notified to us 
outside these time limits but you must meet any costs involved 
in doing so. 

All documents (e.g. confirmation documents/holiday packs) will 
be sen to you by post or e- mail. Once documents leave our 
offices we will not be responsible for their loss unless such loss 
is due to our negligence. If tickets or other documents need 
to be reissued all costs must be paid by you. You can ask for 
delivery by other means subject to the charges stated below.

The booking information that you provide to us will be passed 
on only to the relevant suppliers of your travel arrangements 
or other persons necessary for the provision of your travel 
arrangements. The information may therefore be provided 
to public authorities such as customs or immigration if 
required by them, or as required by law. This applies to any 
sensitive information that you give to us such as details of 
any disabilities, or dietary and religious requirements. Certain 
information may also be passed on to security or credit 
checking companies.

2. Payment
You will be required to pay a deposit or make full payment 
for your booking at the time of booking. Where you only pay 
a deposit you must pay the full balance by the balance due 
date notified to you. If full payment is not received by the 
balance due date, we will notify the supplier who may cancel 
your booking and charge the cancellation fees set out in their 
Terms and Conditions. Alternatively, where you have booked a 
package or accommodation only arrangement with us, you will 
be subject to our cancellation charges as set out in Sections B 
and C below.

To confirm your booking or site request, you must pay a 
deposit at the time of booking. The deposit will ordinarily 
be £100 per person, however, some suppliers may require 
a higher deposit at the time of booking or may require full 
payment if you are booking more than eight weeks before 
departure. You will be advised of the exact amount payable at 
the time of booking.

Full payment of the balance must be received by the 
‘Balance Due’ date shown on your booking confirmation. If 

full payment is not received by the balance due date, we will 
notify the supplier who may cancel your booking and charge 
the cancellation fees set out in their Terms and Conditions. 
Alternatively, where you have booked a package with us, you 
will be subject to our cancellation charges as set out in Section 
B below. When accepting any booking within 12 weeks of the 
departure date we reserve the right to ask you to pay the full 
cost of your booking.

We accept the following methods of payment: Visa/Mastercard 
debit or credit card authorisation or bank transfer. NB: No 
confirmations or other documentation

3. Accuracy
We endeavour to ensure that the hotel descriptions, holiday 
information and prices both on our website and in our 
brochure is up to date at the time of going to press but it 
is possible (for example) for a hotel to change hands or for 
certain facilities or services to be altered. 

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of such 
information and prices at the time of printing, regrettably errors 
do occasionally occur. You must therefore ensure you check all 
details of your chosen arrangements (including the price) with 
us at the time of booking.

4. Special Requests
If you have any special requests please let us know at the time 
of booking. We will pass on all such requests to the supplier/ 
representatives but we do not guarantee that they will be met 
and wewill have no liability to you if they are not.

5. Insurance
Adequate travel insurance is a condition of your contract 
with either us or the supplier in question, as applicable. You 
must take out a policy of insurance in order to cover you 
and your party against the cost of cancellation by you; the 
cost of assistance (including repatriation) in the event of 
accident or illness; loss of baggage and money; and other 
expenses. Failure to disclose relevant information may affect 
your insurance. If you fail to travel with adequate insurance 
cover we will not be liable for any losses in respect of which 
insurance cover would otherwise have been available.

6. Behaviour
Adequate travel insurance is a condition of your contract 
with either us or the supplier in question, as applicable. You 
must take out a policy of insurance in order to cover you 
and your party against the cost of cancellation by you; the 
cost of assistance (including repatriation) in the event of 
accident or illness; loss of baggage and money; and other 
expenses. Failure to disclose relevant information may affect 
your insurance. If you fail to travel with adequate insurance 
cover we will not be liable for any losses in respect of which 
insurance cover would otherwise have been available.

7. Passports, Visas and Health
It remains your responsibility to check passport and VISA 
requirements before you travel. Your specific passport and visa 
requirements, and other immigration requirements are your 
responsibility and you should confirm these with the relevant 
Embassies and/or Consulates. Neither we nor the supplier 
accept any responsibility if you cannot travel because you 
have not complied with any passport, VISA or immigration 
requirements. Some countries, including France, require 
passports to be valid for at least 6 months after your return 
date.

We can provide general information about any health 
formalities required for your trip but you should check with 
your own doctor for your specific circumstances. Up to date 
travel advice.

8. Complaints
Where we are acting as agent, the contract for your 
arrangements is between you and the supplier and any 
queries or concerns should be addressed to them. If you 
have a problem whilst on holiday, this must be reported to 
the representative / supplier or their local supplier or agent 
immediately. If you fail to follow this procedure there will be 
less opportunity to investigate and rectify your complaint. 
The amount of compensation you may be entitled to may be 
reduced or you may not receive any at all depending upon the 
circumstances.

If you wish to complain when you return home, write to the 
supplier. You will see the name and address plus contact 
details on our website. If you require assistance liaising with 
the supplier, please contact us. Where you have booked a 
package holiday with us, please inform the relevant supplier 
immediately and contact us. 

If your complaint is not resolved locally, please follow this up 
within 28 days of your return home by writing to us giving 
your booking reference and all other relevant information. It is 
strongly recommended that you communicate any complaint 
to the supplier of the services in question without delay. If you 
fail to follow this procedure we will have been deprived of the 
opportunity to investigate and rectify your complaint whilst 
you were on holiday and this may affect your rights under this 
contract.

9. Force Majeure
Except where otherwise expressly stated in these booking 
conditions we will not be liable or pay you compensation if our 
contractual obligations to you are affected by any event which 
we or the supplier of the service in question could not, even 
with all due care, foresee or avoid. These events can include, 
but are not limited to war, threat of war, civil strife, terrorist 
activity and its consequences or the threat of such activity, riot, 
the act of any government or other national or local authority 
including port or river authorities, industrial dispute, lock 
closure, natural or nuclear disaster, fire, chemical or biological 
disaster and all similar events outside our control or the control 
of the supplier concerned.

10. Law and Jurisdiction
These terms and conditions are governed by English law 
and any dispute arising between the parties is subject to 
the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales 
(unless you live in Scotland or Northern Ireland, in which case 
you can bring proceedings in your local court under Scottish or 
Northern Irish law, as applicable).

11. Conditions of Suppliers
Many of the services which make up your holiday are provided 
by Independent suppliers. Those suppliers provide these 
services in accordance with their own terms and conditions 
which will form part of your contract with us. Some of these 
terms and conditions may limit or exclude the supplier’s liability 
to you, usually in accordance with applicable International 
Conventions. Copies of the relevant parts of these terms and 
conditions are available on request from us or the supplier 
concerned.

12. Data Protection and Privacy
Please see our data protection and privacy policy for full 
information regarding the way in which we use and store your 
personal data.

13. Hotel Facilities
Our brochure and website describe the facilities and activities 
normally available for each holiday. Occasionally facilities 
will be affected (e.g. during early or late season, weather 
conditions, maintenance and repair etc.) and we cannot be 
held liable for non-provision of any service.

SECTION B: PACKAGE HOLIDAY BOOKINGS
This section only applies to Package Holidays booked with 
us as Organiser. Please read this section in conjunction 
with Section A of these Booking Conditions.

14. Definition of Package
A “Package Holiday” exists if you book a pre-arranged 
combination of at least two of the following components 
when sold or offered for sale at an inclusive price and when 
the service covers a period of more than twenty-four hours 
or includes overnight accommodation: (a) transport; (b) 
accommodation; (c) other tourist services not ancillary to 
transport or accommodation and accounting for a significant 
proportion of the package. Where you have booked a 
Package Holiday with us, we will accept responsibility for it in 
accordance with these Booking Conditions as an “Organiser” 
under the Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package 
Tours Regulations 1992.

15. Pricing
The prices stated in our brochure and on our website are 
exclusively available only when booking in advance with Belle 
France.

Our prices were calculated on the basis of then known costs 
and exchange rates. We reserve the right to increase or 
decrease the prices of unsold arrangements at any time. We 
also reserve the right to make changes to and correct errors 
in advertised prices at any time before your arrangements are 
confirmed. The price of your chosen arrangements will be 
confirmed at the time of booking.

Once the price of your chosen arrangements has been 
confirmed at the time of booking, then, subject to the 
correction of errors, we will only increase or decrease the price 
in the following circumstances. Price increases or decreases 
after booking will be passed on by way of a surcharge or 
refund. A surcharge or refund (as applicable) will be payable, 
subject to the conditions set out in this clause, if transportation 
costs or dues, taxes (for example VAT/IPT) or fees payable 
for services such as embarkation or disembarkation fees at 
ports increase or decrease. Even in the above cases, only 
if the amount of the increase in our costs exceeds 2% of 
the total cost of your arrangements (excluding insurance 
premiums and any amendment charges), will we levy a 
surcharge. If any surcharge is greater than 10% of the cost 
of your arrangements (excluding insurance premiums and 
any amendment charges), you will be entitled to choose one 
of options (a), (b) or (c) set out in clause 18 below. You have 
14 days from the issue date printed on the surcharge invoice 
to tell us if you want to choose option (b) or (c) as set out in 
clause 18 below. If you do not tell us that you wish to choose 
either of these options within this period of time, we are 
entitled to assume that you do not wish to do so and will pay 
the surcharge. Any surcharge must be paid with the balance 
of the cost of the arrangements or within 14 days of the issue 
date printed on the surcharge invoice, whichever is the later.

Should the price of your holiday reduce by more than 2% due 
to decreases mentioned above, then we will refund amounts 
exceeding 2% to you. Please note that travel arrangements 
are not always purchased in local currency and some apparent 
changes have no impact on the price of your travel due to 
contractual protection in place. We promise not to levy a 
surcharge within 30 days of departure. Please Note: Many 
transport operators are now using ‘Flexible Pricing’. This 
effectively means that prices can and do vary on a daily basis 
for the same arrangements. 

Consequently, where we give a quotation for a particular 
journey, this is only valid at the time of quoting. Any booking 
made at a later time may be at a different rate. We reserve the 
right to correct errors in both advertised and confirmed prices. 
We will do so as soon as we become aware of the error. Please 
note, changes and errors occasionally occur. You must check 
the price of your chosen arrangements at the time of booking.

16. Changes by You
If you wish to change any part of your booking arrangements 
after our confirmation invoice has been issued, you must 
inform us in writing as soon as possible. This should be done 
by the first named person on the booking. Whilst we will do 
our best to assist, we cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
meet your requested change. Where we can meet a request, 

all changes will be subject to payment of an administration 
fee of £25 per person per change as well as any applicable 
rate changes or extra costs incurred as well as any costs 
incurred by ourselves and any costs or charges incurred or 
imposed by any of our suppliers. You should be aware that 
these costs could increase the closer to the departure date 
that changes are made and you should contact us as soon as 
possible. Where we are unable to assist you and you do not 
wish to proceed with the original booking we will treat this as a 
cancellation by you. A cancellation fee may be payable.

If any member of your party is prevented from travelling, that 
person(s) may transfer their place to someone else (introduced 
by you and satisfying all the conditions applicable to the 
arrangements) providing we are notified not less than 28 days 
before departure and you pay an amendment fee of £25 per 
person transferring, meet all costs and charges incurred by us 
and/or incurred or imposed by any of our suppliers and the 
transferee agrees to these booking conditions and all other 
terms of the contract between us. If you are unable to find a 
replacement, cancellation charges as set out will apply in order 
to cover our estimated costs. Otherwise, no refunds will be 
given for passengers not travelling or for unused services.

Note: Certain arrangements may not be amended or 
transferred after they have been confirmed and any 
alteration could incur a cancellation charge of up to 100% 
of that part of the arrangements.

17. If You Cancel
If you or any member of your party decides to cancel your 
confirmed booking you must notify us in writing. Your notice of 
cancellation will only take effect when it is received in writing 
by us at our offices and will be effective from the date on which 
we receive it. We recommend that you use recorded delivery.

As we and our suppliers incur costs from the time we confirm 
your booking, the following charges will apply: If cancellation 
is received prior to or on Balance Due Date, your deposit will 
be retained. Except in the case where a non-refundable fare 
has been booked, when the entire fare amount will be retained. 
If cancellation is received after Balance Due Date, then your 
deposit will be retained, together with all costs and charges 
incurred by us and/or incurred or imposed by any of our 
suppliers as a result. In the event that only one element of a 
confirmed booking is cancelled a £25 cancellation charge will 
be applied to your booking together with all costs and charges 
as detailed above. Should you wish to make any changes to 
your confirmed arrangements, you must notify us as soon 
as possible. Whilst we will endeavour to assist, we cannot 
guarantee any such requests will be met. Where they can be 
met, an amendment fee of £25 per booking will be payable 
together with any costs incurred by ourselves, and any costs 
or charges incurred or imposed by any of our suppliers.

Cancellations: The lead name must confirm in writing all 
cancellations made before your holiday departure date. No 
action will be taken by us until we have received your written 
instructions. You are strongly advised to send such notification 
by recorded delivery as we cannot be responsible for non-
receipt of written instructions. The following cancellation fees 
(including the amount of the deposit) are payable. Amendment 
charges are non-refundable in all cases.

• More than 12 weeks: deposit only

•  Between 4 – 12 weeks before departure: 40% of the total 
holiday cost

•  Between 2 – 4 weeks before departure: 70% of the total 
holiday cost

•  Less than 2 weeks before departure: 100% of the total 
holiday cost

Alteration and cancellation of travel bookings: changes, 
alterations and cancellations of ferry or other transport 
operator bookings are subject to their own terms and 
conditions and cancellation charges are likely to be payable  
to them in addition to any Belle France amendment fees.

18. If We Make a Change or Cancel Your  
Package Holiday
We start planning the arrangements that we offer many months 
in advance. Occasionally, we have to make changes to and 
correct errors in our brochure and other details both before 
and after bookings have been confirmed, and can cancel 
confirmed bookings. Whilst we always endeavour to avoid 
changes and cancellations, we must reserve the right to do 
so. However, we will only cancel your confirmed arrangements 
after the date the balance of the cost of your holiday is due 
where you have failed to comply with any requirement of these 
booking conditions entitling us to cancel (such as paying 
on time), where we are forced to do so as a result of Force 
Majeure as defined in clause 10, or where minimum numbers 
for any tour or other arrangement as advertised in our brochure 
or on our website, are not reached by 8 weeks prior to the date 
of departure.

Most changes are minor. Occasionally, we have to make 
a “significant change”. “Significant changes” include the 
following changes when made before departure; a change 
of accommodation area for the whole or a major part of the 
time you are away, a change of outward departure time or 
overall length of time you are away of twelve or more hours, 
or a change of UK departure point to one which is more 
inconvenient for you. If we have to make a significant change 
or cancel, we will tell you as soon as possible. If there is time 
to do so before departure, we will offer you the choice of the 
following options:

(a) (For significant changes) accepting the changed 
arrangements or

(b) Purchasing alternative arrangements from us, of a similar 
standard and cost to that originally booked if available or

(c) Cancelling or accepting the cancellation in which case you 
will receive a full and prompt refund of all monies you have 
paid to us.

Please note, the above options are not available where any 
change made is a minor one. Examples of “minor changes” 
include the following when made before departure: any 

change in the advertised identity of the carrier(s), ferry 
timings, and/or ferry type; a change of outward departure 
time or overall length of your holiday of twelve hours or less; 
a change of accommodation to another of the same standard 
or classification. If we have to make a significant change or 
cancel after the date on which the balance of the cost of your 
arrangements is due we will pay you a reasonable level of 
compensation.

Please note – compensation will not be payable and no 
liability beyond offering the above mentioned choices can be 
accepted where we are forced to make a change or cancel 
as a result of unusual and unforeseeable circumstances 
beyond our control. No compensation will be payable and the 
above options will not be available if we cancel as a result of 
your failure to comply with any requirement of these booking 
conditions entitling us to cancel (such as paying on time). 

In all cases, our liability for significant changes and 
cancellations is limited to offering you the above mentioned 
options and, where applicable, reasonable compensation 
payments. 

We regret we cannot pay any expenses, costs or losses 
incurred by you as a result of any change or cancellation. No 
compensation is payable for minor changes or where we make 
a significant change or cancel before the date on which the 
balance of your arrangements is due.

Please note: where arrangements with a higher price than the 
original arrangements is offered by us and accepted by you, 
the difference in price will be deducted from any compensation 
payable. In no case will we pay compensation if arrangements 
are offered by us and accepted by you with a higher price 
than that originally booked in the same location and where no 
additional payment is made by you. 

If we become unable to provide a significant proportion of 
the services that you have booked with us after you have 
departed, we will make alternative arrangements for you at no 
extra charge and, if appropriate in all the circumstances, will 
pay you reasonable compensation.

19. Our Responsibilities to You in respect of   
Package Holidays
(1) We will accept responsibility for the arrangements we 
agree to provide or arrange for you as an “organiser” under 
the Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours 
Regulations 1992 as set out below. Subject to these booking 
conditions, if we or our suppliers negligently perform or 
arrange the services which we are obliged to provide for you 
under our contract with you, as set out on your confirmation 
invoice, we will pay you reasonable compensation. The 
level of such compensation will be calculated taking into 
consideration all relevant factors such as but not limited to: 
following the complaints procedure as described in these 
conditions and the extent to which ours or our employees’ or 
suppliers’ negligence affected the overall enjoyment of your 
tour. Please note that it is your responsibility to show that we 
or our supplier(s) have been negligent if you wish to make a 
claim against us.

(2) We will not be responsible or pay you compensation for 
any injury, illness, death, loss, damage, expense, cost or other 
claim of any description if it results from:

(a) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of the person(s) affected; or

(b) the act(s) and/or omission(s) of a third party unconnected 
with the provision of the services contracted for and which 
were unforeseeable or unavoidable; or

(c) unusual or unforeseeable circumstances beyond ours or our 
supplier(s) control, the consequences of which could not have 
been avoided even if all due care had been exercised; or

(d)an event which either ourselves or suppliers could not, even 
with all due care, have foreseen or forestalled.

(3) We limit the amount of compensation we may have to pay 
you if we are found liable under this clause:

(a) loss of and/or damage to any luggage or personal 
possessions and money, The maximum amount we will have 
to pay you in respect of these claims is an amount equivalent 
to the excess on your insurance policy which applies to this 
type of loss per person in total because you are assumed to 
have adequate insurance in place to cover any losses of this 
kind.

(b) Claims not falling under (a) above and which don’t involve 
injury,

illness or death The maximum amount we will have to pay 
you in respect of these claims is twice the price paid by or on 
behalf of the person(s) affected in total. This maximum amount 
will only be payable where everything has gone wrong and 
you or your party has not received any benefit at all from your 
booking.

(c) Claims in respect of international travel by air, sea and rail, 
or any stay in a hotel

i) The extent of our liability will in all cases be limited as if 
we were carriers under the appropriate Conventions, which 
include The Warsaw/Montreal Convention (international travel 
by air); The Athens Convention (with respect to sea travel); The 
Berne/Cotif Convention (with respect to rail travel) and The 
Paris Convention (with respect to hotel arrangements). You can 
ask for copies of these Conventions from our offices. Please 
contact us. In addition, you agree that the operating carrier or 
transport company’s own ‘Conditions of Carriage’ will apply 
to you on that journey. When arranging transportation for you, 
we rely on the terms and conditions contained within these 
international conventions and those ‘Conditions of Carriage’. 
You acknowledge that all of the terms and conditions 
contained in those ‘Conditions of Carriage’ form part of your 
contract with us, as well as with the transport company and 
that those ‘Conditions of Carriage’ shall be deemed to be 
included by reference into this contract.

ii) In any circumstances in which a carrier is liable to you by 
virtue of the Denied Boarding Regulation 2004, any liability we 
may have to you under our contract with you, arising out of 
the same facts, is limited to the remedies provided under the 
Regulation as if (for this purpose only) we were a carrier.

iii) When making any payment, we are entitled to deduct any 
money which you have received or are entitled to receive from 
the transport provider or hotelier for the complaint or claim in 
question.

(4) It is a condition of our acceptance of liability under 
this clause that you notify any claim to ourselves and our 
supplier(s) strictly in accordance with the complaints procedure 
set out in these conditions.

(5) Where any payment is made, the person(s) receiving it (and 
their parent or guardian if under 18 years) must also assign to 
ourselves or our insurers any rights they may have to pursue 
any third party and must provide ourselves and our insurers 
with all assistance we may reasonably require.

(6) Please note, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, 
loss or expense or other sum(s) of any description: (a) which 
on the basis of the information given to us by you concerning 
your booking prior to our accepting it, we could not have 
foreseen you would suffer or incur if we breached our contract 
with you; or (b) relate to any business.

(7) We will not accept responsibility for services or facilities 
which do not form part of our agreement or where they are not 
advertised in our brochure. For example any excursion you 
book whilst away, or any service or facility which your hotel or 
any other supplier agrees to provide for you. 

20. Delays
We regret we are not in a position to offer you any assistance 
in the event of delay at your outward or homeward point of 
departure, but any transport operator concerned may however 
provide refreshments etc. We will not be liable for any delay, 
however, EU Passenger Rights Regulations may entitle you to 
compensation from

21. Financial Security
The Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours 
Regulations 1992 require us to provide security for the monies 
that you pay for your chosen arrangements and for your 
repatriation (where applicable) in the event of our insolvency. 
For these purposes, we protect money that you have paid us 
in relation to non air-package holidays, by way of The Holiday 
Trust Fund, which was established in accordance with the 
above regulations and which holds funds in trust to cover the 
value of members holidays that have not be taken at any point 
in the year.

22. Insurance
As noted in clause 5 of these Terms and Conditions, it is a 
condition of booking with us that you have adequate travel 
insurance in place. For some Package holiday bookings where 
we act as Organiser, we may require you to provide details 
of your alternative insurance cover. Where you are asked to 
provide such details, we will not check the suitability of the 
policy and it will remain your responsibility to ensure your 
chosen insurance policy is adequate for your needs.

SECTION C: AGENCY BOOKINGS
This section applies to bookings we make for you when 
acting as agent. Please read this section in conjunction 
with Section A of these Booking Conditions.

23.Your Contract
When making your booking we will arrange for you to enter 
into a contract with the supplier named on your booking 
confirmation. As an agent we accept no responsibility for the 
acts or omissions of the supplier or for the services provided 
by the supplier. The supplier’s Terms & Conditions will apply to 
your booking and we advise you to read these carefully as they 
do contain important information about your booking. Please 
ask us for copies of these if you do not have them.

24. Cancellation and Amendment
Any cancellation or amendment request must be sent to 
us in writing, by email, fax or post, and will take effect from 
the day we receive it. Please ensure that you have received 
written confirmation of any changes to your booking prior 
to travel. Amendments and cancellations can only be 
accepted in accordance with the terms and conditions of the 
supplier of your arrangements. The supplier may charge the 
cancellation or amendment charges shown in their booking 
conditions (which may be as much as 100% of the cost of 
the travel arrangements and will normally increase closer to 
the date of departure). In addition we may ask you to pay an 
administration fee of £25 per person for any amendments. You 
will be notified of the exact charges at the time of amendment 
or cancellation and it is recommended that you contact us 
prior to amendment

25. Changes or Cancellations by the Supplier
We will inform you of any changes or cancellations made by 
the supplier as soon as reasonably possible. If the supplier 
offers alternative arrangements or a refund, you will need to 
let us know your choice within the stipulated time frame. If 
you fail to do so the supplier is entitled to assume you wish 
to receive a full refund. We accept no liability for any changes 
or cancellations made to your arrangements by the supplier 
under your contract with them.

26. Our Responsibility for Your Booking
Your contract is with the supplier and its booking conditions 
apply. As agent, we accept no responsibility for the actual 
provision of the arrangements. Our responsibilities are limited 
to making the booking in accordance with your instructions. 
We accept no responsibility for any information about the 
arrangements that we pass on to you in good faith. However, 
in the event that we are found liable to you on any basis 
whatsoever, our maximum liability to you is limited to twice 
the cost of the commission earned in relation to your booking 
(or the appropriate proportion of this if not everyone on the 
booking is affected). We do not exclude or limit any liability 
for death or personal injury that arises as a result of our 
negligence or that of any of our employees whilst acting in the 
course of their employment.
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Book your 2017 holiday today:  
+44 (0)1580 849 262

Belle France
Spelmonden Old Oast
Goudhurst
Kent, TN17 1HE
United Kingdom

bellefrance.com
info@bellefrance.com
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