Aleksander Naug

Letter from the editor

In this first issue of Tinfoil Magazine we present to you insight within the flat
earth communitya and explains what the flat earth community believes, who
they are and several of the conspiracies connected to this mindset dating back
thousands of years.
As this is our very first issue we thowught an introduvtion would be appropriate. So
without further ado, meet Tinfoil Magazine.

What is Tinfoil?
Tinfoil is a lifestyle magazine about the people believing in conspiracies. It explores
what a conspiracy theory is, how they came to life and how they evolve as well as why
some people so strongly believe In them. Between the covers you’ll find interviews with
psychologists and believers in theories as well as in-depth articles describing these.
In this issue we present The Flat Earth Society: An organization founded by Samuel
Birley Rowbotham in the 1800 which are dedicated to researching and informing about
our flat earth. Here we’ll look at the evidence, the flat earth culture and more.
The articles in this issue are gathered from, mostly, web sources which are listed in
The source chapter found under section. All original authors, photographers and illustrators are credited directly in this issue 01 of Tinfoil magazine.

PDF-417 Barcodes
Barcodes are an important feauture in this magazine. In the byline of each article you’ll
find a pdf417 barcode which when scanned will take you to the corresponding article in
the online magazine at tinfoil.madebyaleks.no. This is the only way to read the articles
online. Download our free scan app pdf417 at tinfoil.madebyaleks.no/app

Contact Tinfoil
Do you have suggestions, comments or have spotted an error in one of our articles?
Reach us at tinfoil@madebyaleks.no or use the secure web schema at found at
tinfoil.madebyaleks.no/contact. Here you can also submit suggestions for future issues.
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Researcher
Aleksander Naug

Keenan Oberbrunner

A brief introduction to flat earth theory
You might have seen it spreading on social media: Memes, infographics and
videos of people frantically trying to convince their friend that the earth,
contrary to popular belief, is flat. In this issue of Tinfoil, we have dedicated a
great amount of resources to describe what the flat earth theory actually is.
The theory of a flat earth is an ancient
one, dating back to the 8th century where
the Egyptians believed the earth was
simply floating on endless amount of
water. Much we now believe the earth is a
ball floating in the nothingness of space.
Several philosophers also believed that
the earth was flat, for instance the Greek
Thales of Miletus (624–546).
There are many versions of the flat
earth theories which responds to the obvious question: What holds all the water
in place? In Greek mythology, there are
illustrations of the great gods holding the
earth up with their pure strength and with
water flower over. Where all the water
originally comes form is unexplained. In
the modern theories there are, however,
explanation: The Antarctic ice is a acting
as a great wall, keeping all in place. There
are also theories of ocean stretching infinite. This last theory begs for even more
questions lik “Are there other continents
yet to be discovered?”, “Are there humans
or even other lifeforms on these continents?”. Therefore, in order to keep this
article focused we are going to assume
that the Antarctic ice forms a wall keeping
the oceans and continents in place.
One interesting aspect is that according

to the flat earth society wiki (found at
wiki.thes.org), flat earth theories, despite
many claiming they are the beginning of
one, are not connected to any religions.
They do acknowledge that the flat earth
theory are taught in some religions: Zionism being one of them.
While researching conspiracies and
their evidence for this article, Tinfoil have
discovered numerous sources claiming to be
the official wiki/website/YouTube channel/
Facebook page of the flat earth society.
The article reflects several common themes
shared by the sources.

The Conspiracies
There are of course several conspiracy theories connected to the flat earth
theories and the issues with the evidence
provided by flat earth theorists. Some of
them even connects to other conspiracy
theories. Most of the answers coming
from the flat earth community are not
very well thought out and shows sign of
hasty misdirection.

NASA and space exploration
The most well-known of these conspiracies is the claim that NASA and the other
space agencies have been faking the true
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shape of the earth by claiming it to be a round ball. Why they have been doing this are
yet to be explained. According to the Flat Earth Society Wiki this began during the
space race between the US and USSR during the cold war. They also claim that no humans have ever been to space and suggests that space agencies don’t actively contribute
to these conspiracies but just assumes that the earth is a globe as they have never seen it
in person. There are also other theories that actively calls out NASA and their Apollo
missions. One of them, Dr. David Grove, makes a case that the Apollo 11 mission photos are faked and are shot in a studio inside one of NASAs hangars.
Other sources claim the moon itself is fake and that it contains sophisticated surveillance equipment linking it to two other conspiracy theories: Big brother Society and the
New World Order. Both of which will be discussed in Tinfoil Issue 02.

ID: NASA_AP-11:P3-01
Buzz Aldrin in front of the lunar
module during the Apollo 11 mission.
Theories claim this photograph is
actually staged and shot in a studio.
SOURCE: NASA ARCHIVES
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The military ban on
Antarctica and the ice wall
As mentioned earlier, the most believed
reason why the water doesn’t float away
is the southern circumference of Earth
is surrounded by a gigantic wall of ice
150-200 feet above sea-level holding the
interconnected oceans in like a world
cup. Beyond the ice wall, some cultures
claimed a firm barrier existed through
which no human could penetrate. Other
cultures believed there were entire worlds
and other civilizations existing beyond the
great frozen Antarctic ice.
Currently, and for the past half century
there has existed an International Antarctic Treaty preventing all independent
exploration of Antarctica. Pre-approved
guided tours exist which take visitors to a
few coastal regions of Antarctica, but no
independent exploration of the continent
is allowed. Sailors like Jarle Andhøy
have been caught attempting to explore
Antarctica and threatened, turned around
at gunpoint, fined, and jailed for violating this militarily enforced international
treaty. As a result, the public currently has
no way to confirm or deny
the seemingly fantastical
claims of ancient man
concerning what may or
may not exist at the southern-most extremities of the
Earth: Antarctic.
What these military forces are guarding is another
question: There are other
conspiracies claiming that
Adolf Hitler never committed suicide but instead
fled with several Nazi
commanders to the south
pole. Why? To research
advanced technology such

as flying discs commonly known as UFOs.
This is an interesting theory because there
are uncertainties around the DNA tests
performed on the bone marrow found in
Adolf Hitlers bunker.
Another theory, known as the hollow
earth theory is a modern version of an
ancient myth created by scientist Edmond
Halley in the 17th century and made
famous by John Cleves Symmes, Jr. In
short, the theory by Symmes Jr. proposes that the earth we know is an outer
shell and inside there are another wold
illuminated by a small sun. it is suggested
by several conspiracy theorists that the
entrance to this world is located here
and that perhaps this is what the military
forces are guarding so heavily.

ID: AIW-1:P4-01
Photograph of the alleged antarctic ice
wall. Some claim this is one of the heaviest guarded places on earth.
DATE: 03.02.2017
SOURCE: FLAT EARTH SOCIETY
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Gravity
This is a strange thing to make a conspiracy out of and a source of discussions inside the flat earth community: Gravity, the force that literally
keeps us grounded, is a conspiracy itself. While there is a common belief
that there is a force keeping things on earth. In short, a great part of the
flat earth community believes that earth is constantly travelling upward at
a speed of 9,8 meters per second. It follows what is known as the Equivalence Principle which states that that in a relative frame of reference, it is
not possible to locally discern whether the frame is accelerating upwards,
or if the object inside the frame is affected by gravity. In short, we are
unable to accurately determine whether the earth is in motion or if there
is a force holding everything down to earth.
It is worth noting that not all Flat Earth models dismiss the theory
of gravity. The Davis Model proposes that the earth is an infinite plane
exerting a finite gravitational pull which is consistent with Gauss’s Law.

Sunlight, moon phases and distances
A question that begs to be answered at this point is how the day and
night cycles are possible on a flat earth. The answer to this is actually
a simple one: The sun and orbits over the top of the earth. Instead of
the sun being 149,6 million kilometers away and having a size of 1 392
000 km, it is merely 4800 km away from earth and are 51 km wide. This
means that it will light up a smaller surface area and thus creating a
day and night cycle. As for the moon, it will also be between 3200 and
4800km away with a width of 50,5 km.
Again, in order to confirm this we will have to believe that the NASA
images are a hoax and heavily edited. It would also require an explanation of how eclipses are possible. The Tinfoil research team have reached
out to several known flat earthers but we have yet to receive a reply about
this inquiry. We’ll update the online article when we get a reply.
Hopefully this article will give you some useful insight for further
reading in this magazine.
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ID: USLOC:P6-01W
Map of the square and stationary earth: Four hundred
passages in the Bible that condemn the Globe Theory,
or the Flying Earth, and none sustain it. This map is the
Bible map of the world.
SOURCE: LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
LOC ID: G3201A.CT003543
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Interview subject
Brian Resnick

Jan-Willem van Prooijen

The dark allure of conspiracy theories,
explained by a psychologists
Donald Trump touts conspiracy theories more than most presidents in recent
history, or perhaps any president ever. Trump has claimed that President
Obama wiretapped his phone during the presidential campaign and that
several million people voted illegally in the election. In the past, he’s said that
climate change is a hoax perpetrated by the Chinese. But he’s certainly not
alone in jumping to conspiracies to explain world events. Often conspiracy
theories can be powerful and damaging.
Consider the agony of the family of Seth
Rich, the Democratic Nationally Committee staffer who was murdered in an apparent robbery attempt over the summer.
Despite zero evidence, conspiracy theorists and prominent conservative pundits
have been fanning the suspicion that Rich
was murdered by the Clinton campaign.
“Seth’s death has been turned into a
political football,” Rich’s parents wrote at
the Washington Post. “Every day we wake
up to new headlines, new lies, new factual
errors, new people approaching us to take
advantage of us and Seth’s legacy.”
The pain inflicted by conspiracy
theories can be immense: To this day,
parents of slain Sandy Hook children are
charged with making up the whole thing
(including the lives of their children) by
some people, for example.
But why would people believe that
these parents (who have suffered incredible loss) are lying? For that matter, why
are the people who broadcast these theories — like Alex Jones and his radio and
tv show— so appealing?

To find out, I called up Jan-Willem
van Prooijen, a social and organizational
psychologist at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam who studies why people believe in
conspiracy theories, and what personality
and situational factors contribute to those
beliefs. The theories are a tool by which
people can feel more in control, and find
explanations in a scary and turbulent
world. And yet we’re not all equally susceptible to conspiracies. In the interview
that follows, van Prooijen explains why
some conspiracy theories take off and
why some people are more vulnerable to
them, as well as the evolutionary theory
underpinning their ubiquity.
The conversation following has been
edited for length and clarity.

7

ID: SBJ:P8-01
Portrait of interview subject Jan-Willem
van Prooijen
SOURCE:
janwillemvanprooijen.com

Brian Resnick
Jan-Willem van Prooijen

Brian Resnick

What is a conspiracy theory?
A conspiracy theory is the belief that a group of people — often
powerful people — collude in secret in order to make plans that
are widely seen as malevolent or evil. That’s the simple definition.
What makes these theories so compelling?
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Brian Resnick

Jan-Willem van Prooijen

[They’re] a tool to explain reality. We can’t always know or
understand everything that happens to us. When people are
uncertain about change — when they lose their jobs, or when a
terrorist strike or a natural disaster has occurred — then people
have a tendency to want to understand what happened, and also
a tendency to assume the worst. It’s a self-protective mechanism
people have. This combination of trying to make sense and assuming the worst often leads to conspiracy theories.
They’re particularly likely to flourish in times of collective
uncertainty in society. Particularly after high-profile incidents
that imply a sudden change in society or a sudden change in
reality in a threatening way. Think 9/11, but also think of disease
outbreaks or long-term threats like a serious economic crisis or
extreme climate change.
Is everyone susceptible to believing in conspiracy theories?
The tendency to perceive conspiracies is universal. It’s in all of us.
But I also think there are individual differences in susceptibility
to them. You have to realize not all conspiracy theories are irrational. Sometimes corruption does happen. It’s natural for people
to be on their guard for that.
A good predictor of conspiracy theories is actual oppression.
Frequently oppressed minority groups in society are more likely
to believe in conspiracy theories, and one reason why they do so
is because they’re trying to make sense of the actual problems
they have. Conspiracy theories are a way of trying to understand,
trying to make sense of the circumstances one finds themselves
in. And the worse these actual circumstances are, the more the
need people feel to come up with good explanations and the
more likely people are to blame their circumstances on powerful
groups and people.
If they’re universal across cultures, does that mean there’s an
evolutionary reason to believe in conspiracy theories?
Actually, yes. Throughout human history, many people were
victimized — and killed — by hostile coalitions. Hence, in an
ancestral environment it can have been adaptive to quickly detect
possibly hostile coalitions (i.e., conspiracies) before they strike,
even when this often implies mistakes (i.e., false accusations of
conspiracy formation).
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What makes one person more susceptible to some conspiracy
theories rather than another?
There are a few factors that we have identified. One of them
is education level. Conspiracy theories are more likely among
people who are [less] educated. But this doesn’t mean that people
who are highly educated are immune. There’s also effects of
political ideology. In our research, we find the more radical a
person’s politics [both left- and right-wing], the more likely they
are to be conspiracy theorists.Another is collective narcissism [a
personality trait where people demand the group they belong to
be admired], and people who believe their own nation and group
is superior to others.
How do people start down the path of becoming a conspiracy
theorist? Is there some sort of gateway drug into this world?
The best predictor of believing in one conspiracy theory is believing in another. Once they firmly start to believe in one specific
conspiracy theory, it opens the door to many others. Because
then people start thinking, “Hey, there may be a lot more going
on behind the scenes that I don’t know. What else is there?”
It [becomes] a way to look at the world — to see a world full of
conspiracies, big powers behind the screens pulling all the strings.
And actual conspiracies [like reports of scandal on the news that
are indeed real] also feed into it.
I’m not sure if it’s addicting, but it’s perpetuating. The more
conspiracy theories you believe in, the more susceptible you’ll
become to others.

10

I read your recent paper looking
into why education makes a
person less likely to believe
in conspiracy theories. I was
interested to learn that the
answer isn’t just, “Because
smarter people don’t believe in
conspiracy theories.” Can you
explain the nuance there?

That’s an excellent suggestion. It’s an alternative way at looking
at reality, and in a way that can also be entertaining. Just like
paranormal beliefs are entertaining. It’s a story. And a good
story is fun. There’s actually now holidays you can book called
Conspira-Sea — a cruise ship where you can watch presentations
by conspiracy theorists. But conspiracy theories are not just
satisfying. They are also frightening. People who strongly believe
in conspiracy theories also have higher levels of anxiety.
So they’re not reassuring.
How would that work? Pessimism
can be hard to change.

The lower educated are less able to think analytically, and therefore they believe in more simplistic
theories [and conspiracy theories, while sometimes elaborate, serve to simply explain horrible
things in the world]. But that’s not the whole story.
We also find people [who] are high in education experience more feelings of control over their
environment, and have more feeling that they can actually change their situation if they proactively
approach it. (And people who feel powerless are more likely to believe in conspiracy theories.) So
interventions that are aimed at transforming pessimism into optimism are likely to help.

Alex Jones is a popular conspiracy
theorist in the United States. A part of his
appeal, I think, is that he’s kind of fun to
watch. He rants and raves. You can see
the blood boiling in his face.
It’s entertaining. Is that part of the
appeal of conspiracy theories? That they
are fun to think through?

I’m not sure. In a study by two political
scientists from Miami, they analyzed
over 100,000 letters sent to the New
York Times and Washington Tribune
that spanned a time period of 120
years (1890 to 2010). They did not find
evidence for more conspiracy theories
as society got technologically more
advanced. So while I do believe modern
technology is likely to have an impact
(e.g., information overload, speed of
dissemination), I am not sure whether it
actually increases conspiracy theories.

There’s no cure that will make everyone an
optimist. But I do think there are interventions
you could implement. I do not know of a specific
intervention; more generally what matters to instill
optimism is to provide people with the feeling that
they can make a difference and shape the future for
the better. This can pertain to people’s own lives,
but also to society as a whole. What characterizes
pessimism is the feeling that there is a dark future
ahead and there is little one can do to avoid it.
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Maggie Koerth-Bake

Why Rational People Buy Into
Conspiracy Theories

In the days following the bombings at the Boston Marathon,
speculation online regarding the identity and motive of the
unknown perpetrator or perpetrators was rampant. And once
the Tsarnaev brothers were identified and the manhunt came
to a close, the speculation didn’t cease. It took a new form.
A sampling: Maybe the brothers Tsarnaev were just patsies,
fall guys set up to take the heat for a mysterious Saudi with
high-level connections; or maybe they were innocent, but instead
of the Saudis, the actual bomber had acted on behalf of a rogue
branch of our own government; or what if the Tsarnaevs were
behind the attacks, but were secretly working for a much larger
and secret underground organization?
Crazy as these theories are, those propagating them are not — they’re
quite normal, in fact. But recent scientific research tells us this much: if
you think one of the theories above is plausible, you probably feel the
same way about the others, even though they contradict one another.
And it’s very likely that this isn’t the only news story that makes you feel
as if shadowy forces are behind major world events.
“The best predictor of belief in a conspiracy theory is belief in other
conspiracy theories,” says Viren Swami, a psychology professor who
studies conspiracy belief at the University of Westminster in England.
Psychologists say that’s because a conspiracy theory isn’t so much
a response to a single event as it is an expression of an overarching
worldview. As Richard Hofstadter wrote in his seminal 1965 book,
The Paranoid Style in American Politics, conspiracy theories, especially
those involving meddlesome foreigners, are a favorite pastime in this
nation. Americans have always had the sneaking suspicion that somebody was out to get us — be it Freemasons, Catholics or communists.
But in recent years, it seems as if every tragedy comes with a round of
yarn-spinning, as the Web fills with stories about “false flag” attacks and
“crisis actors” — not mere theorizing but arguments for the existence of
a completely alternate version of reality.
Since Hofstadter’s book was published, our access to information has
vastly improved, which you would think would have helped minimize
such wild speculation. But according to recent scientific research on the
12

ID: USD-1:P13-01
Common evidence of a conspiracy: The Eye of Providence can be seen on the seen
here on the US $1 bill.
SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

matter, it most likely only serves
to make theories more convincing
to the public. What’s even more
surprising is that this sort of
theorizing isn’t limited to those on
the margins. Perfectly sane minds
possess an incredible capacity for
developing narratives, and even
some of the wildest conspiracy theories can be grounded in
rational thinking, which makes
them that much more pernicious.
Consider this: 63 percent of
registered American voters believe
in at least one political conspiracy
theory, according to a recent poll
conducted by the Fairleigh Dickinson University. While psychologists can’t know exactly what goes
on inside our heads, they have,
through surveys and laboratory
studies, come up with a set of
traits that correlate well with
conspiracy belief. In 2010, Swami
and a co-author summarized this
research in The Psychologist, a
scientific journal. They found,
perhaps surprisingly, that believers
are more likely to be cynical about
the world in general and politics
in particular. Conspiracy theories
also seem to be more compelling
to those with low self-worth, especially with regard to their sense
of agency in the world at large.
Conspiracy theories appear to be
a way of reacting to uncertainty
and powerlessness.
Economic recessions, terrorist
attacks and natural disasters are
massive, looming threats, but we
have little power over when they
occur or how or what happens
afterward. In these moments of
powerlessness and uncertainty,
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a part of the brain called the
amygdala kicks into action. Paul
Whalen, a scientist at Dartmouth
College who studies the amygdala,
says it doesn’t exactly do anything
on its own. Instead, the amygdala jump-starts the rest of the
brain into analytical overdrive —
prompting repeated reassessments
of information in an attempt to
create a coherent and understandable narrative, to understand what
just happened, what threats still
exist and what should be done
now. This may be a useful way to
understand how, writ large, the
brain’s capacity for generating new
narratives after shocking events
can contribute to so much paranoia in this country. “If you know
the truth and others don’t, that’s
one way you can reassert feelings
of having agency,” Swami says. It
can be comforting to do your own
research even if that research is
flawed. It feels good to be the wise
old goat in a flock of sheep.
Surprisingly, Swami’s work
has also turned up a correlation
between conspiracy theorizing
and strong support of democratic principles. But this isn’t
quite so strange if you consider
the context. Kathryn Olmsted,
a historian at the University of
California, Davis, says that conspiracy theories wouldn’t exist in
a world in which real conspiracies
don’t exist. And those conspiracies, Watergate or the Iran-contra
Affair, often involve manipulating
and circumventing the democratic
process. Even people who believe
that the Sandy Hook shooting was
actually a drama staged by actors

couch their arguments in concern for the
preservation of the Second Amendment.
Our access to high-quality information has not, unfortunately, ushered
in an age in which disagreements of this
sort can easily be solved with a quick
Google search. In fact, the Internet has
made things worse. Confirmation bias
— the tendency to pay more attention to
evidence that supports what you already
believe — is a well-documented and
common human failing. People have been
writing about it for centuries. In recent
years, though, researchers have found that
confirmation bias is not easy to overcome.
You can’t just drown it in facts.
In 2006, the political scientists Brendan Nyhan and Jason Reifler identified a
phenomenon called the “backfire effect.”
They showed that efforts to debunk
inaccurate political information can leave
people more convinced that false information is true than they would have been
otherwise. Nyhan isn’t sure why this happens, but it appears to be more prevalent
when the bad information helps bolster a
favored worldview or ideology.
In that way, Swami says, the Internet
and other media have helped perpetuate
paranoia. Not only does more exposure to
these alternative narratives help engender
belief in conspiracies, he says, but the
Internet’s tendency toward tribalism helps
reinforce misguided beliefs.
And that’s a problem. Because while
believing George W. Bush helped plan the
Sept. 11 attacks might make you feel in
control, it doesn’t actually make you so.
Earlier this year, Karen Douglas, a University of Kent psychologist, along with a
student, published research in which they
exposed people to conspiracy theories
about climate change and the death of
Princess Diana. Those who got information supporting the theories but not

information debunking them were more
likely to withdraw from participation in
politics and were less likely to take action
to reduce their carbon footprints.
Alex Jones, a syndicated radio host,
can build fame as a conspiracy peddler;
politicians can hint at conspiracies for
votes and leverage; but if conspiracy
theories are a tool the average person uses
to reclaim his sense of agency and access
to democracy, it’s an ineffective tool. It
can even have dangerous health implications. For example, research has shown
that African-Americans who believe
AIDS is a weapon loosed on them by the
government (remembering the abuses of
the Tuskegee experiment) are less likely to
practice protected sex. And if you believe
that governments or corporations are hiding evidence that vaccines harm children,
you’re less likely to have your children
vaccinated. The result: Pockets of measles
and whooping-cough infections and a few
deaths in places like Wyoming, Oregon
and Texas with low child-vaccination rates
in the United States.
Psychologists aren’t sure whether
powerlessness causes conspiracy theories
or vice versa. Either way, the current
scientific thinking suggests these beliefs
are nothing more than an extreme form of
cynicism, a turning away from politics and
traditional media — which only perpetuates the problem.
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This is a really interesting question.
I think the key is to understand what kind
of people generally believe in conspiracy
theories. And it turns out that people
from all walks of life, all groups and nationalities believe in conspiracy theories in
some way. The unifying personality trait
in studies conducted with participants
who believe in conspiracy theories is that
they tend to feel a lack of control over
their lives, and the general human need for
order in their life.
They occur when big things happen,
and because people dislike apparent
randomness (e.g. space shuttle disasters),
or small causes having big effects (e.g. a
lone gunman killing a president). This is
the idea that something small or random
could have a big effect in their lives, and
a proportionality bias, which assumes big
effects must have big causes.
The human mind dislikes a lack of
order, and we are inclined to see patterns
where they may not exist - pareidolia - as
it was to our evolutionary advantage to
do so - little is lost by fleeing a pattern
in the dark that isn’t a wolf waiting to
pounce, whereas a lot can be lost if one
ignores a vague pattern in the dark that
turns out to be a wolf! This easily extrapolates to conspiracy theories.
Conspiracy theories are also more
likely to spawn at times of great stress
or anxiety - many of them spring up in
relation to devastating diseases (e.g. HIV
denialists and ebola), assassinations,
disasters and even national hardship (e.g.
the anti-semitic conspirayc theories that
thrived in inter-war Germany). Again the
cause is evident: people feel the world is
out of control.

Earlier I mentioned that there are variations. The most highly educated people
are half as likely to believe in conspiracy
theories in general as the lowest educated
people. While this may be as a result of
that education giving a better understanding of the world without the need to
resort to hidden explanations, I think it
links with the above loss of control explanation. People with a higher level of education have been shown to be more likely
to be in better jobs and more influential
and connected within their community,
and more able to therefore to influence
the world if they want to. They have a
real-world means of exerting control in all
parts of their lives. To return to the core
of the question: conspiracy theories (of
which most but not all are false) are created by smart people with a need to find an
explanation for events which seem too big
to have happened without a conspiracy.
They think they see a pattern or an anomaly, and they put together a theory around
what they can find. It may make them feel
better, even if they think that those behind
the conspiracy are evildoers, to believe
that someone is running the world.
What they tend to ignore is that for
most conspiracy theories to be correct, an
implausible number of people have to be
involved and the simplest explanation has
to be discounted.
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The United
Nations emblem:
Flat earthers
proof of a
conspiracy?
Aleksander Naug

A short side note from the Tinfoil research team here.
During our research for this Flat Earth issue, we have
uncovered this interesting story:
A number of conspiracy theorists believe that the official emblem
of the United Nations are evidence of a flat earth. To quote
James (from the Flat Earth Societys forum): “The use of a correct (Flat Earth) map by the United Nations is evidence that at
least some world governments and transnational institutions are
aware that spherical fundamentalism is in fact a vast deception.”
Of course, the emblem was never intended to symbolize a flat
earth but are rather simply a method of projecting a circular
3D object on a flat 2D surface. In the case of United Nations a
flag and logo it is to be used on flags, posters, documents and so
on. If the emblem were designed as a globe it would mean that
several countries would not be shown. The emblem, seen on the
next page, is a world map rendered using a map projection style
named azimuthal equidistant projection which have been used
since the 16th century.
For the record, the official description on the United Nations
website further explains this: The design is “a map of the world
representing an azimuthal equidistant projection centred on the
North Pole, inscribed in a wreath consisting of crossed conventionalized branches of the olive tree, in gold on a field of smoke-blue
with all water areas in white. The projection of the map extends to
60 degrees south latitude, and includes five concentric circles”.

17

ID: UNFE:P18-01
The official seal of the United
Nations. Here in black.
SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

ID: UNFE:P18-02
An azimuthal map projection of
earth. often used as a symbol for the
flat earth societies.
SOURCE: WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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Why people who
believe in one
conspiracy are
prone to believe
others
Michael Shermer

On Wednesday, May 16, I spent several hours on a hot
bus in a neon desert called Las Vegas with a merry band
of British conspiracists during their journey around the
Southwest in search of UFOs, aliens, Area 51 and government cover-ups, all for a BBC documentary.
One woman regaled me with a tale about orange balls of energy
hovering around her car on Interstate 405 in California, which
were subsequently chased away by black ops helicopters. A man
challenged me to explain the source of a green laser beam that
followed him around the English countryside one evening.
Conspiracies are a perennial favorite for television producers
because there is always a receptive audience. A recent Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation documentary that I participated in
called Conspiracy Rising, for example, featured theories behind
the deaths of JFK and Princess Diana, UFOs, Area 51 and 9/11,
as if there were a common thread running throughout. According to radio host and conspiracy monger Alex Jones, also appearing in the film, “The military-industrial complex killed John F.
Kennedy” and “I can prove that there’s a private banking cartel
setting up a world government because they admit they are” and
“No matter how you look at 9/11 there was no Islamic terrorist
connection—the hijackers were clearly U.S. government assets
who were set up as patsies like Lee Harvey Oswald.”
Such examples, along with others in my years on the conspiracy beat, are emblematic of a trend I have detected that people
who believe in one such theory tend to believe in many other
equally improbable and often contradictory cabals. This observation has recently been confirmed empirically by University
of Kent psychologists Michael J. Wood, Karen M. Douglas
and Robbie M. Sutton in a paper entitled “Dead and Alive:
Beliefs in Contradictory Conspiracy Theories,” published in the
journal Social Psychological and Personality Science this past
January. The authors begin by defining a conspiracy theory as
“a proposed plot by powerful people or organizations working
together in secret to accomplish some (usually sinister) goal” that
is “notoriously resistant to falsification … with new layers of
conspiracy being added to rationalize each new piece of disconfirming evidence.” Once you believe that “one massive, sinister
conspiracy could be successfully executed in near-perfect secrecy,
[it] suggests that many such plots are possible.” With this cabalistic paradigm in place, conspiracies can become “the default
explanation for any given event—a unitary, closed-off worldview
in which beliefs come together in a mutually supportive network
known as a monological belief system.”
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This monological belief system explains
the significant correlations between different conspiracy theories in the study. For
example, “a belief that a rogue cell of MI6
was responsible for Princess Diana’s death
was correlated with belief in theories that
HIV was created in a laboratory, that
the moon landing was a hoax, and that
governments are covering up the existence
of aliens.” The effect continues even when
the conspiracies contradict one another:
the more participants believed that Diana
faked her own death, the more they believed that she was murdered.
The authors suggest there is a higher-order process at work that they call
global coherence that overrules local
contradictions: “Someone who believes
in a significant number of conspiracy
theories would naturally begin to see
authorities as fundamentally deceptive,
and new conspiracy theories would seem
more plausible in light of that belief.”
Moreover, conspiracy advocates distrust

of official narratives may be so strong that
many alternative theories are simultaneously endorsed in spite of any contradictions between them.” Thus, they assert,
“the more that participants believe that
a person at the centre of a death-related conspiracy theory, such as Princess
Diana or Osama Bin Laden, is still alive,
they also tend to believe that the same
person was killed, so long as the alleged
manner of death involves deception by
officialdom. As Alex Jones proclaimed in
Conspiracy Rising: “No one is safe, do you
understand that? Pure evil is running wild
everywhere at the highest levels.”
On his Infowars.com Web site, Jones
headlines his page with “Because There Is
a War on for Your Mind.” True enough,
which is why science and reason must
always prevail over fear and irrationality,
and conspiracy mongering traffics in the
latter at the expense of the former.

ID: AJ:P20-01
Photgraph of Alex jones at the
annual Bilderbeg conference.
DATE: 06.06.2013
SOURCE: GETTY IMAGES
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OK, so you say Earth is a flat disk surrounded
by ice, and that all of that ice is Antarctica,
right? So then how could so many explorers
cross the continent in the past?

There’s no such thing as the edge of the Earth.
There is only an ice border surrounding the
circle—it’s what we call Antarctica. Why are
we so sure that Antarctica isn’t a continent?
Because, so far, there’s no human expedition
route that splits Antarctica in two, from one
edge to the other, in only one straight line.

Wait,
you
don’t
believe
in gravity?
What
about
the
tides?
The
interaction
between
Earth
and the
moon
sort of
proves
that
gravity
exists.

So you don’t believe that Earth is
round. What about gravity?

The line is always bent or curved. So if Earth
is flat, what is holding it up? We can only find
out by going through Antarctica by any means
necessary. Or maybe if we drill all the way down
to all the layers of the Earth, which so far only
goes as deep as seven miles.

Gravity is a hoax. There is a difference in mass
between one substance and another. This
interaction is what makes certain substances get
“pulled down” to the ground, to Earth. But at the
same time, there are substances that get “pulled
up.” People ask me, “Isn’t Earth floating in space?”
Who knows. We don’t have a photo of the Earth from
far away in space. The best we have is one from the
International Space Station (ISS), and that doesn’t
even show Earth as a whole, much less show an
Earth that is floating in space.

The tides are caused by the activity of the
Earth magnet that is at the bottom of the
sea. It causes the change of sea levels.
So what about this theory that the tides
are caused by the moon and the sun? By
gravity? It’s easily countered by the tidal
map.If the general theory is correct, and
Earth is indeed round, then the tidal map
would be divided into four areas and in
different colors, with two areas in full redyellow [high tide] and the other two areas in
full blue [low tide].
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OK, so what about lunar eclipses? There will be a
partial lunar eclipse visible in Asia next month. How
can a lunar eclipse happen if the Earth is flat?

The lunar eclipse happened
because of the x-Moon. Chances
are the x-Moon is round,
transparent, or blue. It’s a sky
object blocking the sun. This also
refers to the effects of Rayleigh
scattering

Other planets in the solar system? I don’t buy it. All of them are stars
with strong radiance that are being observed from Earth. The results
of firsthand observation will always show a bright, blurry object. The
rest is just software. Just look up “astēr planētēs.”

But all the other
system are round.
convinced that the

What sort of navigation tools did they use? Was it a ballshaped compass? Try to gather information whether the
compass in southern Australia will be slightly slanted as it
points north. If you’re going around Earth using a compass
that points north, and you are going straight east to west,
then, logically speaking, the route is circular. This is
something a lot of people fail to understand.

planets in the solar
Why are so you
Earth is flat?

Ferdinand Magellan once traveled
around the world in a boat. He
started at one point and returned
to the same exact point. The US
Air Force has done the same
thing but with an aircraft. Isn’t
this proof that Earth isn’t flat?
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ID: TQAFL-1:P24-01
Earth photographed from NASA Deep Space Climate
Observatory satellites’ EPIC (Earth Polychromatic
Imaging Camera) camera.
DATE: 06.06.2015 | SOURCE: NASA
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A lot of countries have sent out satellites that orbit the Earth. Russia and the US have the ISS, and from all
of these photos, we can see a round Earth. Why do you still insist that it’s flat?

Satellites and the ISS do exist. It’s just that
the distance between them and Earth’s
surface is questionable. Do satellites really
orbit Earth? What about the maximum
distance when the rockets launcvh the
satellites? Now, more than ever, I believe
the claims that the height of the ISS and
satellites are highly inaccurate.

This is caused by several factors,
some of which are basically a
mirage. It’s a reflection of light
caused by the atmosphere at
sea level, where it looks like
it’s “slowly appearing” but also
“floating” or even a “reverse
mirror” effect. There’s also the
vanishing point. When we look
from far away there is nothing,
then when you look through
a camera zoom it’s different.
I recommend using a Nikon
Coolpix P900. Why? Because of
the extreme difference in the
vanishing point.

What about all the small, simple
evidence that’s out there.
Like how a ship slowly appearing
over the horizon looks small.
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You also think that the sun is only several hundred miles from Earth.
Wouldn’t that make the sun very, very small?

You mean the edges of Earth? So
far nobody can break through its
“gates,” which are the ice walls of
Antarctica. From the colonizers, we
learned that the farther we go, the
more extreme the weather gets.

OK then. Just one last thing. What will
happen if we go to the tip of Earth?

Let me put it this way, if the sun is
able to make Saturn visible from
Earth, shouldn’t we all be burned right
now? Logically speaking, Saturn is a
star of its own. It’s unique.
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