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A DIGITAL CO-DRIVER BY YOUR SIDE – GERMAN AUTOLABS PIONEERS SMART ASSISTANT FOR DRIVERS 

  

● Smart design gizmo operated by speech and gesture 

● Versatile digital assistant to make driving safer and convenient 

● Works with any car, regardless of age or manufacturer 

  

Berlin, January 31st 2017   - Putting your digital life on hold in order to drive safely will soon be a thing of the 

past – thanks to Chris, a smart AI-device pioneered by German Autolabs (https://www.germanautolabs.com). 

Following a successful financing round last November, this innovative Berlin start-up has finally released 

details regarding their intelligent, hardware-based digital co-driver. In just a few weeks, Chris will be available 

for order via Kickstarter. 

  

With an ever-increasing number of accidents due to smartphone use, Chris answers to the need for an 

innovative solution that keeps you connected even during your daily commute. Answering emails, sending 

text messages, making phone calls, choosing a playlist or entering a destination  – with this intelligent and 

versatile digital gizmo drivers no longer need to take their eyes off the road. 

  

Drivers simply need to attach Chris, a sleek high-end design device, to their dashboard within their line of 

vision and connect their smartphones. After that, there is no need to keep your phone at hand - your digital 

co-driver takes care of everything while your smartphone recharges or sits in your bag. For commuters and 

those doing long trips in the car, Chris is a much-needed tech innovation that fits seamlessly into cars of any 

age or make. 

  

Chris is built around a sophisticated artificial intelligence tailored to the requirements of driving. It also 

features speech and gesture recognition technology while the device’s display facilitates interactions. Just like 

a human passenger, Chris reacts to traffic in real-time–making for more freedom and perhaps even fun at the 

wheel. 

  

“80 percent of drivers up to 45 years of age will pick up their smartphone while driving, according to a recent 

Forsa study. That really isn’t a good idea if you’re going down a packed motorway during rush hour or driving 

in city traffic. We wanted to create a solution that would make a real difference to the regular guy in his 

Mazda, empowering him to keep up with his digital life even during his commute. An easy-to-use device that 

works with any car is perfect for that.” 

Holger Weiss, CEO & Co-Founder German Autolabs 

  

 

“In developing Chris we focused on functional core areas: messaging, phone services, navigation, and music. 

That way, we are able to cover the largest share of drivers’ needs. At the heart of Chris lies a sophisticated 

speech and gesture recognition technology as well as artificial intelligence. That way, using digital services in 

your car will be easier and safer than ever.” 

Patrick Weissert, Chief Product Officer & Co-Founder German Autolabs. 

  

 

 

Teaser-Videos “Chris – Your digital co-driver”: 

Running late to the office - https://youtu.be/j01hUi__Bxs 

Meet at the restaurant - https://youtu.be/OVu_eYUFkwI 

Running late for the big game - https://youtu.be/q7sGjtOmq4I 

  

https://www.germanautolabs.com/
https://youtu.be/AytV5vOevQI
https://youtu.be/AytV5vOevQI
https://youtu.be/OVu_eYUFkwI
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More information on the coming Kickstarter campaign, pictures and videos as well as a detailed glimpse into the 

features of Chris will be released by German Autolabs in March 2017. 

  

 

+++ Press contact  & Presskit +++  

 

 

Press contakt German Autolabs  

Katharina Zegers 

tel. +49 163 716 72 52 

mail: press@germanautolabs.com 

 

Presskit (includes pictures founders / logo etc.)    

https://www.germanautolabs.com/press  

 

 

+++ BACKGROUND INFORMATION +++ 

 

Holger G. Weiss - founder & CEO German Autolabs 

Holger G. Weiss is founder and CEO of German Autolabs. He has over 15 years of experience managing and 

building technology-driven companies with innovative business models in the Future Mobility sector. He has 

extensive  experience and expertise in the field of connected mobility. He played a vital role in the navigation 

software startup gate5 in Berlin, from its genesis up to its acquisition by Nokia in 2006. Gate5 was the 

forerunner for HERE - a map and content provider recently bought by three German car makers at a price of 

close to three billion Euros.  

 

Before founding German Autolabs, Holger G. Weiss was managing director and CEO of Aupeo. Under his 

leadership, this music streaming startup developed into one of the leading providers of internet-based audio 

content for the Automotive Industry. In 2013 Aupeo was acquired by Panasonic Automotive Systems of North 

America.  

 

Holger G. Weiss is a board member at various technology companies and also a Venture Partner at Target 

Partners - one of the leading tech VC firms in Europe. Besides his business activities he is also an enthusiastic 

mentor and business angel for young aspiring founders. 

 

Patrick Weissert - founder & CPO German Autolabs 

Patrick Weissert is founder and Chief Product Officer (CPO) of German Autolabs. He has over 15 years of 

experience developing digital consumer products. Before founding German Autolabs he was Consumer 

Director of the hugely successful map and navigation provider HERE. In this position, he was in charge of the 

worldwide digital consumer business with over 25 million users per month. Patrick Weissert was responsible 

for the whole product life cycle - from product development to distribution, partnering and monetization as 

well as the growth and revenue targets for this business sector. At HERE he led a 100-strong team of 

developers, product managers and designers plus marketing, partnering, and monetization experts. 

 
Prior to working at HERE, Patrick Weissert held various managerial positions at Vodafone in the fields of 

global product development and business strategy. Most recently he functioned as VP Marketing & COO of 

Wayfinder Systems (Vodafone location service). In his position, he was in charge of the operational 

management of the subsidiary and was also responsible for product development and management. Over 

the course of his career Patrick Weissert has founded two startups and is a mentor of Startup Bootcamp. 

https://www.germanautolabs.com/press
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About German Autolabs 

German Autolabs is a technology startup developing IoT (internet-of-things) solutions to make driving more 

pleasant, safer and human. Applying latest state of the art software technologies, interaction methods and 

artificial intelligence, the Berlin-based company works at a solution for consumers to connect their digital 

lives to every car. The founders Holger G. Weiss (former CEO, Aupeo) and Patrick Weissert (former Director 

Consumer, HERE) rely together on 30+ years on Automotive & Connected Car experience. For more 

information please visit https://www.germanautolabs.com. 

 

 

 

http://germanautolabs.com/
http://germanautolabs.com/

