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Apollo Tyres goes the distance with
Manchester United
The tyre major is now a ‘Global Tyre Partner’ for Man Utd
After a successful completion of 3-years of regional association with Manchester United Football Club, which
helped Apollo Tyres increase its brand visibility across geographies, the two organisations today announced a
global sponsorship agreement for the next 3 years. Apollo Tyres would now be the official ‘Global Tyre Partner’
for the world’s leading football club.
The three years of regional association which started with India and the United Kingdom in August 2013, was later
extended to more than 100 countries. During the period, the association has been effective in raising the
awareness of the Apollo brand across key markets including India, Middle East, South East Asia and Africa.
Multiple interventions around the key pillars of the business including advertising and consumer engagement,
sales and CSR, has propelled the brand story of Apollo Tyres across multiple communication platforms.
-
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CSR initiatives like creation of two ‘Go The Distance’ football pitches -- made of recycled rubber -- in India and
the United Kingdom, and a week-long football camp held in India in conjunction with Manchester United
Soccer Schools
Consumer Engagement Digital campaigns such as ‘Apollo Challenges’ and ‘No Shortcuts’
Customer loyalty programs crafted around the association helped Apollo Tyres in expanding its dealer
network
Product customisation - launch of the special edition Apollo and Manchester United dual branded tyres in
India, the Middle East, South East Asia and the United Kingdom
Multi-channel advertising campaign, ‘There are no shortcuts’

Commenting on the extension of the partnership to a global one, Marco Paracciani, Chief Marketing Officer,
Apollo Tyres Ltd said, “The three-year association with Manchester United has supported our business expansion
plans especially in India, Middle East, South East Asia and Africa. Our various campaigns have helped in
connecting with the young people, increasing awareness of the brand Apollo and customer acquisitions in these
regions. We believe that the global partnership will further help us position our brand and the products in the
minds of the consumers across geographies, in addition to being visible to the 659 million fans of the club.”
Manchester United’s Group Managing Director, Richard Arnold comments: “Over the past three years, we’ve
been impressed with how Apollo has taken opportunities after they entered into partnership with us. They’ve
also been able to see first-hand what can be achieved when working with us. That has included greater exposure
of Apollo’s brand. The range of consumers Apollo has been able to engage with has also increased as it has taken
this partnership to more countries, and I’m delighted to say that today this journey has reached its natural
conclusion with Apollo joining our family of global partners. We’re proud to have 659 million followers worldwide
and look forward to working with Apollo Tyres to help further engage with our fan base.”
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About Manchester United
Manchester United is one of the most popular and successful sports teams in the world, playing one of the most popular spectator sports on Earth. Through
our 135-year heritage we have won 62 trophies, enabling us to develop the world’s leading sports brand and a global community of 659 million followers.
Our large, passionate community provides Manchester United with a worldwide platform to generate significant revenue from multiple sources, including
sponsorship, merchandising, product licensing, new media and mobile, broadcasting and match day.
About Apollo Tyres Ltd
Apollo Tyres Ltd is an international tyre manufacturer and the leading tyre brand in India. The company has manufacturing units in India and The
Netherlands. It is setting up a new manufacturing facility in Hungary, with a planned investment of €475 million. The company markets its products under its
two global brands – Apollo and Vredestein, and its products are available in over 100 countries through a vast network of branded, exclusive and multiproduct outlets.
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