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Energy transition in Africa must be bold
and long-lasting
 

As talks in Sharm entered their final week, Tuesday marked an energy-themed day, with
efforts to expand access to clean electricity dominating the discussion. 

Two new initiatives were launched as ministers and industry leaders met for the 9th day:
The Global Renewable Hydrogen Council Initiative aimed at accelerating green
hydrogen projects in Africa, and the Africa Just & Affordable Energy Transition
Initiative, to facilitate affordable energy for at least 300 million people on the continent. 

Bloomberg also released the 2022 edition of its annual Climatescope survey providing
critical and timely insights into the state of Africa’s energy sector: The good news is that
the total installed power-generating capacity on the continent jumped from 111GW in
2006 to 249GW in 2021, an impressive 123% increase. This represents just 3% of
installed global capacity, a share which has remained stable over the past 15 years despite
the continent’s burgeoning, power hungry population.  

The report shows signs that decision-makers are starting to grasp the opportunities offered
by renewables. In 2021, 36 out of 42 markets in Africa had policies targeting
renewable energy, the survey shows. But the missing ingredient is legislative frameworks
to put pressure on governments and translate policy to action. Only if financial and
regulatory barriers are addressed can solar energy in sub-Saharan Africa, reach over
400GW in 2050 and close the continent’s electricity gap, as BNEF’s New Energy Outlook
predicts. 
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COP27 provides the right platform to launch progressive initiatives to electrify Africa. Now
it's the job of legislators to act on them.
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FACT OF THE DAY

600 million people currently lack access to electricity
in Africa

To achieve universal access to affordable electricity by 2030, the continent needs to extend
access to 90 million people a year. This would be triple the rate of recent years.

ROAD TO COP27

Global freight industry
grapples with carbon
emissions
The industry says that sustainable aviation
fuel and renewable electrification projects
can help bring it in line with stricter global
climate goals expected to emerge from
Cop27 in Egypt.  Read now >> 
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Podcast: 
General Electric on Africa’s
energy transition
Listen now >> 
 

‘Natural gas is not an
ideological issue, it’s a
pragmatic one’
Read now >> 
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Episode 1:  
Africa’s transition at COP27

Episode 2:  
Africa’s Pragmatic Path to Net Zero

Episode 3:  
Financing Change

Episode 4: 
Africa's Green Revolution

Episode 5:  
Industrialisation – Growth &
Development

Africa Energy TV is powered by the Africa Finance Corporation
(AFC)

AFC is a multilateral financial institution, created by African sovereign states to provide
pragmatic solutions to Africa’s infrastructure deficit and challenging operating environment. 

We actively pursue these solutions by developing and financing infrastructure, natural
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resources and industrial assets for the enhanced productivity and economic growth of
African states.

Get in touch
Do you have feedback on our coverage? Would you like to suggest stories or topics we
should be focusing on? Write to our editorial team at editors@icpublications.com 
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