
VIMCAR'S GUIDE TO GOING
ELECTRIC
How to create a greener fleet



With more and more companies adopting
greener fleet policies, it appears as though
diesel fuel will soon be a thing of the past.
Switching to electric vehicles (EVs) has
many benefits, both environmental and
financial. The UK government now offers
various incentives to companies that
introduce electric vehicles into their fleet. 

The following booklet offers an overview
of how to convert a fleet to electric
vehicles, including the benefits of EVs,
the type of government aid available
and general tips for going electric.



Reasons to Go Electric

Savings on Class 1A National Insurance
contributions
Running costs as low as 3p per mile
Exemption from congestion charges
No Vehicle Excise Duty
Lower maintenance costs
Reduced carbon emissions

EVs can benefit a company — and the
environment — in various ways. Some of the top
reasons to switch to an electric fleet include:



How to Switch to Electric Vehicles
Making the switch to EVs requires intense planning, but the benefits
are more than worth it. When deciding how to go electric, you need

to consider the following questions:



1. Which Vehicles Should You
Choose?

There are two main types of electric vehicles: all-
electric vehicles (AEVs) and plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles (PHEVs). Your specific needs will determine
which type of EV is best for your fleet.

AEVs — Use no petroleum-based fuel and produce no
tailpipe emissions. They run only on electricity and can
take anywhere from 30 minutes to a full day to
recharge. AEVs have a range of roughly 130 to 160 km.

PHEVs — Run partially on electricity and partially on a
petroleum-based fuel. They use electricity for shorter
trips, then switch to the petroleum-run combustion
engine for longer distances. Their range is much farther
than an all-electric vehicle.



2. Which Drivers Will Benefit
From EVs? 

Not all drivers will benefit from EVs. Drivers who spend
long periods of time on the road or whose journeys are
time-sensitive or unpredictable shouldn’t be driving
EVs. 

A digital telematics system, like Fleet Geo, can help you
determine which drivers would benefit from driving an
EV. With fleet tracking system in place, you can examine
the routes and mileage of each vehicle in your fleet
retrospectively. With this information, it will be easier
to determine which of your fleet vehicles can be
switched to electric.



What’s your electricity capacity? Not all
companies are able to run high-powered charging
stations. In which case, you’ll need to use less
powerful charging stations or you’ll need to install
an additional substation to fit your electricity
needs.
Where will charging points be located? Charging
stations could be on the premises of your business,
or you could install private charging stations in the
homes of employees with EVs.
How will charging points be managed? You need
to discuss who can use the charge points, and for
how long. This information will then need to be
related to your drivers.

When planning your charging infrastructure, you need
to consider the following key points:

3. How Do You Create The
Charging Infrastructure?



Plug-in grant — You can get a discount of up to
£3,000 on the price of brand new low-emission
vehicles. You don’t need to do anything to receive
this grant. The government gives the grant money
to the vehicle dealerships and manufacturers,
who then apply the discount to your purchase.
Vehicle charger grant — You can get up to £350
off the cost of installing a charger at an
employee’s home.
Little to no BIK tax — In 2021/22, drivers will
have to pay only a 1% surcharge on company cars
producing no CO2 emissions or cars that produce
between one and 50g/km CO2 that are capable of
driving more than 130 miles on battery power
alone.

There are a number of government grants and tax
incentives that can ease the financial cost of going
electric. Some ways the government can help you
save on the costs of EVs include: 

Taking Advantage of
Government Aid



Top Tips for Switching to
an Electric Fleet

Switch over pool cars first
Companies often have fewer pool vehicles, which makes
the change to EVs much simpler. Plus, pool vehicles are
legally required to remain on company premises
overnight. Thus, they can be recharged every night on
company property.

Invest in various charging
stations
Not all of your EVs will require the more expensive, high-
powered charging stations. Wait to select and install the
charging stations after you’ve decided which EVs you’ll be
purchasing.



EVs are affected by temperature
Extreme temperatures can affect how well an EV runs. An
EV’s range should be calculated with the most common
weather conditions of your area in mind.

EVs are more expensive upfront
This is why it’s important to find out what government aid
your company qualifies for and which tax breaks you’ll
receive.



The Future Is Electric
Switching to an electric fleet requires additional
planning, but the environmental and financial benefits
are worth it. Consider using a fleet telematics system to
make it easy to identify which of your vehicles can be
converted to electric. With a system like Fleet Geo it is
easy to re-install the tracking hardware into any engine
and can be done at no extra cost to you.



Have any further questions?
We will gladly help you!
Our fleet experts will be happy to
support you – from non-binding
initial consultation to general fleet
management support – Vimcar cares
about your fleet

fleet@vimcar.co.uk
vimcar.co.uk
+44 2087 050536


